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CHANGE AHEAD.

It  is  with sadness that I  have to report  that for personal reasons our Membership
Secretary  for  the  past  13 years,  Nigel  Fairclough,  has  advised  that  he is  unable
remain in post.

Nigel  has  kept  immaculate  records  during  this  time and  furnished  the  committee
diligently with updates and statistics and we will be eternally grateful for all the hard
work he has put in during his time in office.

With immediate effect I will  be taking over the role and would be grateful  if future
enquiries could be addressed to me.

This will have a knock on effect in as much as I do not propose to seek re-election as
Chair at our AGM in September.  I have served in this position for 8 years and feel
that it would be beneficial for the Society if someone else took the reins.  Mr. David
Beattie has expressed an interest in taking on the role but of course any member can
offer themselves as a candidate.  Should Mr. Beattie become Chair he would wish to
stand down as Flora recorder and we would be looking for someone willing to take on
this role.  Please let me, or any of the committee, know if you might be interested in
taking up this position.

Keith Woan (Chairman)
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FLORA REPORT

I went round in the first week to do my annual New Year Plant Hunt but found very
few in flower compared to other years.  The only ones I  did observe were gorse,
daisy,  hazel,  ragwort,  ivy-leaved  toadflax  and  creeping  buttercup.   One  of  our
members did report butterbur on the cusp of flowering.  Snowdrops, however, were
noticeable by their absence.

Moschatel

Some of  our  members had  the  pleasure  of  hearing John  Poland,  author  of  “The
Vegetative Key” explain how to use his book.  I found this very helpful.  On our walk
round Cuerden Valley Park, John got a little excited on noticing an uncommon oak
tree.  Quercus canariensis is usually found in Portugal and other countries bordering
the western Mediterranean.  It has started to grow offspring nearby in Cuerden Valley
Park, so we will be keeping an eye on it.  Snowdrops on January 16 th and crocus on
20th heralded the beginning of the end of winter.February saw lesser celandine, dog’s
mercury and primrose,  with  moschatel  (photo above) showing on March 1st.   The
month of March ended with reports of the gorgeous halcyon colour of bluebells.
 

David Beattie

2



BIRD REPORT
January

Although not as extensive as last year, the floods on Bretherton Eyes continued to
attract several species of wildfowl and waders.  A herd of Whooper Swan could be
found either in Eyes Lane or Lock Lane, the best count being 26 on the 2nd.  With
them were usually a few Mute Swans including 5 on the 14th.  Pink-footed Geese were
also usually to be found on the fields between the Douglas and the canal including
600 on the 15th. 

Barnacle Goose

 A Barnacle Goose was with a few Pink-feet on the 28th, giving it good credentials for
being a genuine wild bird.  The first Shelduck of the year were 2 at the site on New
Year’s Day, increasing to 5 by the 22nd.  Other duck species recorded were Gadwall
and Wigeon on the 20th, and Teal which peaked at 80 on the 21st.  Best wader counts
were 150 Lapwing (14th), 20 Golden Plover (28th), 4 Snipe (28th) and a single Dunlin
(21st).  Two Little Egret were also present on the 21st.
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Away  from Bretherton Eyes,  up to  2 Little  Egrets  were  also seen in  the Croston
sewage works area on several dates, and could well have been the same 2 birds.
One was also reported near the canal at Wheelton on the 30th.  Bird of the month,
however, was undoubtedly the Bittern seen briefly at Arley nature reserve on the 21st.

Bittern seen at Arley

Syd Brook and the ponds in Tincklers Lane fields at Eccleston also threw up a few
wader  records,  including  Snipe,  Jack  Snipe,  Woodcock  and  2  Green  Sandpiper
throughout.  Snipe were also recorded on Wheelton Moor (4th) and at the E-shaped
Pond (7th), when a Water Rail was also noted at the site.  Large numbers of Lapwing
were in the Brindle / Withnell Fold area, including 400 recorded on the 4th.  Other
wildfowl records included Mute Swan at Common Bank Lodge (15th), 2 at Heapey
Lodges on the same date and one at Anglezarke reservoir (18th).  Duck of the month
award went to the two drake Common Scoter which dropped into Lower Rivington
Reservoir on the 18th.  Mandarin could be found at Syd Brook, Common Bank Lodge,
Park Hall  lake and Arley nature reserve, confirming the ongoing expansion of this
species within the area.  Two Gadwall were on Anglezarke reservoir on the 2nd, and
the regular lone male Pochard was there throughout.  Best Teal count was of 40 at
Withnell  Fold  (4th).   Goldeneye  continued  to  be  scarce  with  a  single  on  Yarrow
Reservoir  (2nd)  and  2  on  High  Bullough  Reservoir  being  the  only  sightings.
Goosander on the other hand were widespread, usually in single figures and a best
count of 28 on Yarrow reservoir on the 30th.  Little Grebe were recorded at Croston
Twin Lakes, Yarrow Valley Park and Common Bank Lodge where 3 were present on
the 21st.  As usual in January, Great Crested Grebes were scarce with records coming
from just Yarrow Valley Park, Cuerden Valley Park and Croston Twin Lakes where 5
were present on the 7th.
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Raptor sightings were confined to resident species.  Buzzard were noted at several
sites including 4 at Eccleston on the 21st, and Sparrowhawk at just 2 sites although
I’m sure there must have been several garden sightings.  The pair of Peregrines were
seen regularly around Morrison’s chimney with just one other record from Eccleston
on the 1st.  Kestrels on the other hand were reported from 8 sites.  The only Little Owl
was on Croston Moss (5th).  Barn Owls were seen on Croston Moss and at Ulnes
Walton (2nd),  Croston  Sewage Works (5th)  and Cuerden  Valley  Park  (11th).   Most
Tawny Owl  records came from Eccleston including 4 on the 9th.   One was heard
uttering the ‘ocarina’ call (aka the xylophone trill) on the 4th.  Game birds included a
couple of  Red Grouse on Wheelton Moor (28th),  20 Pheasant and 40 Red-legged
Partridge on Bretherton Eyes (28th).

Waxwings still present in Chorley

There were still plenty of Waxwings around town with up to 40 in Collingwood Road
(1st), 12 in Hollinshead Street (2nd), one in Eccleston (5th), 24 at the top of Harpers
Lane (8th), 40 in Coppull (18th), 37 in Pilling Lane (21st) and 51 in Adlington (21st).
Fieldfare flocks included 35 at Eccleston (4th), 20 at Withnell Fold (4th), 40 at White
Coppice (25th) and 100 at Anglezarke (27th).  Redwing included 30 at Lower Healey
(2nd), 50 at Heath Charnock (4th), 25 in Euxton (5th), 50 on Croston Moss (21st) and 35
at Eccleston (22nd).

Kingfisher  records  came  from  across  the  area  including  Arley  nature  reserve,
Bretherton  Eyes,  Eccleston,  Great  Hanging  Bridge,  Park  Hall,  Spring  Wood,  and
Yarrow  Valley  Park.   Happily,  much  the  same  can  be  said  of  Great  Spotted
Woodpecker, seen at Anglezarke, Astley Park, Croston village, Croston Moss, Lower
Burgh Meadow, Spring Wood and Syd Brook.  Pairs of Dipper were in Astley Park, at
Euxton, White Coppice and in Yarrow Valley Park.
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Winter flocks included 400 Starling on Croston Moss (4th), 200 at Withnell Fold (4th)
and 200 at Eccleston (20th).  100 Skylark were on Croston Moss (21st) when 150 were
also on Bretherton Eyes.  90 Linnet were on Croston Moss (21st), 30 Goldfinch were
at Hic Bibi (3rd) and 20 were along Syd Brook (22nd).  Up to 12 Brambling were at a
feeding station at Lower Burgh Meadow.  20 Corn Bunting were on Croston Moss
(14th)  and  7  Yellowhammer  were  at  Eccleston  (4th).   33  Meadow  Pipit  were  at
Eccleston (18th), and a dozen on Bretherton Eyes included a strange looking leucistic
bird.

Flocks of Meadow pipits at Eccleston and Bretherton

Other records of interest included over-wintering Chiffchaff at Croston sewage works
(1st)  and Blackcap at  Eccleston (7th).   A pair  of  Stonechat  was seen regularly on
Croston Moss,  and a single bird  was  seen along the  canal  at  Botany Bay (14 th).
Finally, a pair of Willow Tit was at Arley nature reserve on the 29th.

6



February

Maximum of 24 Whooper Swans at Bretherton Eyes

Bretherton  Eyes  continued  to  be  the  main  source  of  interest  for  wildfowl.   The
Whooper Swan flock peaked at 24 on the 13th, and up to 13 Mute Swan were also in
the area.  Skeins of Pink-footed Geese totalling 600 moved west over the site on the
5th.  Shelduck numbered 15 by the 19th.  4 Pintail were present on the 5th and a couple
of Wigeon were there on the 19th.  300 Teal were at the site on the 4th.  Elsewhere,
Cuerden Valley Park proved attractive to wildfowl with Shelduck (20 th), Gadwall (2 on
20th), Mandarin (2 on 23rd), Wigeon (24th) and Shoveler (2 on 27th) all putting in an
appearance.

Mandarin could also be found on Syd Brook with 6 there on the 18th.  Teal numbers
included 60 at Withnell Fold (4th), 72 at Yarrow Reservoir (4th) and 30 on the Douglas
at Croston (19th).  The lone Pochard remained on Anglezarke Reservoir throughout.
Tufted Duck were noted at Anglezarke, Croston Twin Lakes, E-shaped Pond, Lower
Healey and Yarrow Valley Park.  Goldeneye on High Bullough Reservoir peaked at 5
on the 5th with  a  single  bird  on  Heapey No.3 lodge  being  the only  other  record.
Goosander again were seen across the area with the peak count being 43, again from
Yarrow Reservoir (18th).  12 Great Crested Grebe at Croston Twin Lakes on the 25th

was an excellent count.   Apart  from a single record of one in a ditch on Croston
Finney (1st), Little Grebe records were confined to Astley Park, Common Bank Lodge
and Yarrow Valley Park.
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Bretherton Eyes also attracted a good variety of waders.  The first Oystercatcher was
back by the 5th.  The Lapwing flock peaked at around 200 on the same day.  The first
Redshank was back on the 13th with 2 there on the 15th.  A Curlew was there on the
17th when 18 Black-tailed Godwit also dropped in, and a Dunlin was there on the 25th.
Elsewhere  Oystercatchers  were  seen  at  Withnell  Fold  (4th),  Buckshaw (17th)  and
Ulnes Walton (2 on 17th).  80 Lapwing were at Buckshaw (10th) and a massive 600
were at Withnell Fold on the 17th.  A flock of 13 Curlew was at Withnell Fold (17th) and
4 were in Holker Lane, Ulnes Walton (27th).  Green Sandpiper was again seen along
Syd Brook on several dates, and Snipe, Jack Snipe and Woodcock were also seen
there and at ponds in Tincklers Lane fields.  Snipe were also seen at Buckshaw (8 on
10th) and Withnell Fold (17th).  A couple of Little Egret were at Adlington (4th & 10th),
one was on Syd Brook (7th) and 2 were on Mawdesley Moss (19th).

Raptor  of  the month was Red Kite
with  two  sightings  on  the  25th,
possibly of the same bird, one being
over  Yarrow  Valley  Park  and  the
other  over  Bretherton  Eyes.
Buzzard sightings came from 8 sites
including  5  at  Whittle-le-Woods
(20th).  Sparrowhawks were noted at
3 sites, Kestrels at 5 and Peregrines
at 2.  A Barn Owl was at Gale Moss
(5th)  and  Tawny  Owls  were  at
Euxton and Eccleston including 4 on
Syd Brook (24th).
                    

                  Red Kite seen twice locally

15 Red-legged Partridge were in Tincklers Lane fields (6th).  Mediterranean Gulls were
noted at Eccleston (26th) and Bretherton Eyes also 26th, feeding with Black-headed
Gulls.  500 of the latter were at Ulnes Walton (20th).  The only Waxwing record was of
a single bird at Mawdesley on the 19th.  A Ring-necked Parakeet was at Hartwood on
the 3rd.  Great Spotted Woodpecker sightings came from 5 locations.  A Dipper on the
Yarrow at Eccleston (21st) was an unusual record so far downstream.

Only two records of Fieldfare flocks were received – a small flock at White Coppice
(4th) and 12 at Eccleston (6th).  Redwing were more numerous with 20 in Lead Mines
Clough (4th), 60 in Tincklers Lane fields (6th) and 27 at White Coppice (16th).  150 Pied
Wagtails were at Bretherton Eyes (22nd), 40 Skylark were on Croston Moss (12th),
where there were also 30 Linnet.  18 Yellowhammer were in Tincklers Lane fields
(11th) and 8 Corn Buntings were on Croston Finney (5th).

An over-wintering Blackcap was at Spring Wood (1st), Willow Tits included 3 at Hic
Bibi (4th) and one at Great Knowley (15th).  2 Crossbills were in Lead Mines Clough
(18th)  and  Brambling  were  noted  at  Brinscall,  the  Lower  Burgh  Meadow  feeding
station and at Yarrow Reservoir.
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March

Whooper Swans remained at Bretherton Eyes for most of the month.  27 were there
on the 4th, but these had reduced to 6 by the 20th.  At least 8 Mute Swans were also
present, and even a Black Swan was there on the 20th!  Best Shelduck count was 16
on the 4th.  Star ducks were the male and female Garganey which spent a couple of
days (15th & 16th) on the Rufford canal off Lock Lane and just inside the area.  Other
ducks  on  the  Eyes  Lane floods  included  4  Shoveler  (12th),  6  Pintail  (21st)  and  2
Gadwall (26th & 27th).  

Shoveler
The 2 Shoveler at Cuerden Valley Park remained until at least the 4th.  Up to 40 Teal
were still at Withnell Fold on the 7th.  A flock of Wigeon passed over Coppull on the
13th.   The  only  Goldeneye  record  was  one  on  Yarrow  Reservoir  (5th),  the  male
Pochard remained at Anglezarke Reservoir until  at  least the 6th,  best Tufted Duck
count was 12 at Lower Healey (18th) and of Goosander was 20 at Yarrow Reservoir
(12th).  A Water Rail was at Withnell Fold nature reserve on the 11th.

A  couple  of  Avocet  spent  a  few  hours  at  Belmont  Reservoir  on  the  12 th.
Oystercatchers started to appear at several sites, but Holker Lane, Ulnes Walton was
the most popular with 38 there on the 19th.  18 Golden Plover were on Bretherton
Eyes (28th) and a Little Ringed Plover turned up in Cuerden Valley Park on the 30 th.
Pre-nuptial Lapwing flocks were starting to reduce in size, but there were still 95 on
Bretherton Eyes (4th), 75 on Croston Moss (6th) and 110 at Withnell Fold (11th).  Pre-
nuptial Curlew gatherings were also noted including 60 at Withnell Fold (7 th), 24 at
Belmont Reservoir (12th), 12 at Yarrow Reservoir (12th) and 32 at Eccleston (30th).  Six
Redshank were at Bretherton Eyes on the 25th and a single Dunlin was again there on
10th & 11th.  Common Snipe were noted at Eccleston, Bretherton Eyes and Withnell
Fold, Jack Snipe at Eccleston and Woodcock at Croston Twin Lakes.  A Little Egret
was at Withnell Fold on the 7th.
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A Red Kite was at Belmont Reservoir on the 13th and a female Marsh Harrier was at
Bretherton Eyes on 21st and again on 31st.  The pair of Peregrines remained around
Morrison’s  chimney  throughout,  but  birds  were  also  seen  at  White  Coppice,
Eccleston, Bretherton Eyes and Great Knowley.  Four species of owl were recorded.
2 or 3 Short-eared Owls were on Croston Moss from 20th to 23rd.  Little Owls were also
on Croston Moss and at White Coppice.  Barn Owls were noted at 5 sites including
Croston Moss, Highfield Road, Croston, Great Knowley, Bretherton Eyes and the E-
shaped Pond.  Tawny Owl records came from Holker Lane, Anglezarke Reservoir,
Copperworks Wood, Eccleston and White Coppice.

Waxwings returned to Chorley with 12 in Pilling Lane (28th) and at least 7 in Lower
Burgh Way (29th – 31st).  Ring-necked Parakeets were seen near St Mary’s school,
Lower  Burgh Way and Hartwood.   A  Green Woodpecker at  Hoghton was  a very
welcome first sighting of the year.  Its Great Spotted cousin on the other hand was
reported from 8 locations.  Mediterranean Gulls were again seen feeding with Black-
headed Gulls at Bretherton Eyes, Heath Charnock and Eccleston.

Flocks of Fieldfare were still to be seen including 11 at Coppull (7th), 60 on Croston
Moss (20th) and 15 at Eccleston (24th).  Redwing included 30 on Mawdesley Moss
(11th) and 50 at Withnell Fold (12th).  Brambling were noted in gardens at both Heath
Charnock and Euxton on the 7th.  The first summer visitors started to arrive.  Besides
Garganey, Avocet and Little Ringed Plover mentioned above, a Sand Martin was at
Croston Twin Lakes (14th), Wheatears were on Bretherton Eyes (16th) and Withnell
Moor (24th), a Swallow was at Euxton (30th) and a Willow Warbler was at Belmont
Reservoir (31st).  The first singing Chiffchaff was at Hic Bibi (11th) and the species was
widespread by the 18th.  The first singing Blackcap was at Great Knowley on the 29th.

Flocks  of  Corn  Bunting  included  35  on
Croston  Moss  (6th),  20  on  Mawdesley  Moss
(11th) and around 50 on Bretherton Eyes near
Sollom  (15th).   Other  flocks  included  750
Starling in fields off Holker lane (19th) and 40
Linnet at Croston Twin Lakes (14th).  Scarcer
species included Stonechat noted at 7 sites,
Willow Tit  at  2  sites,  Siskin  at  5  sites  and
Lesser Redpoll at 3 sites.
 

Many thanks to the following for submitting records:-
I.Ball,  D.Beattie,  D.Beevers,  J.Catt,  J.Cobham,  B.Derbyshire,  D.Downing,  T.Dunn,
J.Edwards,  M.Fishwick,  J.Frankland,  M.Graham,  M.Greenhalgh,  L.Harrison,
P.Hodson, J.Howlett, R.Hoyle, C&T.Johnson, P.King, P.Kirk, P.Krischkiw, E.Langrish,
A.Leach, G.Lilley, J.Love, A.Makin, S.Martin, M.Nightingale, L.Poxon, C.Rae, J.Riley,
N.Root, L.Rose, P.Ross, P.Rowlands, N.Southworth, R.Spencer, M.Stuart, J.Sutton,
C.Thistlethwaite, N.&T.West, P.West, T.Westhead, P.Whittaker, I. Whittle, K.Woan.

Please continue to send your records to the forum or the editor.
Neil Southworth
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MAMMAL REPORT

The early part of the year is always
quiet  with  the  exception  of  grey
squirrels and roe deer.  The milder
weather  in  March led  to  the  usual
glut of molehills.  We did, however,
have an exciting end to the quarter
with  otter  tracks  being  noted  in
Cuerden  Valley  Park,  and  the
Biodiverse  Society  finding  a  new
badger  sett  within  our  recording
area.   On April  24,  the Lancashire
Mammal  Group  will  be  starting
regular  monitoring  of  small
mammals  in  Cuerden  Valley  Park.
If  you wish to join us at any point,
please  contact
hilary.c.bedford@blueyonder.co.uk 

David Beattie

BOOK REVIEW

Slugs and Snails

The 133rd book in the New Naturalist series was published in December 2016 but,
because of a bout of ill health, I was not able to read it properly until March 2017.  The
book has the straightforward title of ‘Slugs and Snails’  and was written by a well-
known authority on British land snails – Dr. Robert Cameron, a member of staff at
Sheffield University – who is also the author, with Michael Kerney, of the ‘Field Guide
to the Land Snails of Britain and North-West Europe’.  Slugs and Snails are members
of  the  very  large  phylum  Mollusca  which  also  includes  the  cephalopods  (squid,
cuttlefish and octopus groups),  the bivalves (clams, cockles mussels etc.) and the
gastropods (which includes slugs and snails as well as other groups such as limpets).
It  is considered that both slugs and snails are derived from ancestors which were
marine  and  started  to  evolve  into  the  present-day  land  forms  in  the  Palaeozoic
geological period some 400 million years ago.
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The book is a typical solid, thorough, New Naturalist publication with 508 pages of
text, references and indices together with 190 Figures, including colour photographs
of  slugs  and  snails  as  well  as  black  and  white  illustrations,  graphs  and  other
diagrams.  Which all comes at the considerable price of £65 for the hardback edition.
Fortunately,  there  is  a  cheaper  paperback  edition  and  substantial  discounts  are
available from several on-line retailers.

The  contents  cover  a  wide  range  of  information  about  these  two  related  groups
including  detailed  accounts  of  their  general  structure,  evolution  and  current
classification  as well  as  a lengthy account  of  the habitats  and  microhabitats  they
flourish in and the foods they consume.  It is their feeding habits attacking a wide
range of plant material which bring slugs and snails most to the public attention as
they can cause serious damage both to commercial crops and in our gardens.  A few
slugs and snails are carnivorous and feed mainly on other molluscs or earthworms but
will  also feed on carrion,  including road-kill  and in  doing so are useful  in  helping
dispose of what, otherwise, might be a nuisance.  Many herbivorous species of slugs
and  snails  also  are  useful  in  preventing  the  build-up  of  dead  or  decaying  plant
material and speeding up the incorporation of this debris into valuable humus in the
soil.  Dr Cameron reports that he found 12 species of slugs and 10 species of snails in
his  Sheffield  garden  between  1994  and  2014.   I  suspect  that  similar  surveys  of
Chorley gardens would produce similar figures.

What this book is not is a serious guide to identifying slugs and snails either in the
field or in the study.  It has useful photographs of over 30 UK species but otherwise
has no keys for the identification of either slugs or snails.  As we have around 72
species of land snails, of which some 67 species are considered native species which
arrived by their own efforts before the land bridge between Europe and the British
Isles  was  overwhelmed by  the  sea,  and the  remainder  of  our  British  fauna  were
introduced late by accident or design, the relatively few photographs, though useful,
are far from being a complete guide.  There are fewer species of slug currently found
in Britain with only 39 species confirmed and a few others still subject to scrutiny.

For really accurate identification of slugs and snails there are two AIDGAP (Aids to
Identification in Difficult Groups of Plants and Animals) booklets published by the Field
Studies Council.  ‘Land Snails in the British Isles’ (2nd Edition 2008) written by Dr.
Robert Cameron and ‘Slugs of Britain and Ireland’ (1st Edition 2014) by B. Rowson, J.
Turner, R. Anderson and W. Symondson.  Be warned, identifying slugs and snails is
not easy as in some cases it involves dissecting the reproductive organs to find out
exactly what shape they might have.

Robert Yates
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PROTECTED PLANTS

The March 2017 issue of ‘The Plantsman’ had an interesting note about a Cumbrian
dog walker who was seen carrying a rucksack and digging near Dalton.  Suspicions
were aroused, the police notified and the rambler’s home was searched where 5,000
wild  snowdrops  were  found.   Apparently,  the  culprit  was  advertising  bulbs  of
snowdrop,  bluebells  and  wild  garlic,  both  on  eBay  and  Amazon,  as  artificially
propagated.  All these species are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981  and  selling  snowdrops  is  also  protected  under  the  Control  of  Trade  in
Endangered Species (Enforcement) Regulations which are the UK regulations derived
from the world-wide CITES rules.  The offender was prosecuted and fined £475 and
the bulbs seized and replanted in the local area.

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 is the basis for the protection of a wide range
of plants and animals, though this protection is not always appreciated by visitors to
the countryside.  The original Act, in its Schedule 8, listed some 61 plant species,
from Alyssum alyssoides, the Small Alison listed under A, now only to be found in a
small area of Suffolk, to Greater Yellow Rattle, Rhinanthus serotinus, listed under Y,
which has been renamed as  R. angustifolius  and is now only to be found in limited
areas of Surrey,  North  Lincolnshire and Angus.   The  complete schedule contains
many plants you would expect as great rarities such as the Lady’s Slipper Orchid
Cypripedium  calceolus  or  are  subjected  to  over-enthusiastic  collecting  such  as
orchids including the Early Spider Orchid, the Fen Orchid, the Ghost Orchid, the Late
Spider Orchid, the Lizard Orchid, the Military Orchid and the Monkey Orchid. 

Snowdon Lily

It included also plants such as the Snowdon Lily Lloydia serotina which I remember
mentioning in a lecture many years ago and being told by one of my students, a keen
mountaineer, that they regularly had to remove it from rock crevices when climbing to
obtain a better foot or hand hold.  He clearly regarded the Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981 Schedule 8 as far less important than obtaining a good purchase.  It is from
such  innocent  people  out  in  the  countryside  for  pleasure  that  our  plants  need
protection just as much as those seeking personal profit.

Robert Yates
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COLIN SMITH MEMORIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION

We have again decided to hold the annual photographic competition at the AGM on
the 28th September.

Entries should be of ANY NATURAL HISTORY SUBJECT or of ANY LANDSCAPE IN
THE CHORLEY AREA.

Each entrant  can submit  up to  3 pictures.  Entries  should be sent  to  Phil  Kirk  on
secretary@chorleynats.org.uk and should arrive by September 1st.   If  you want  to
submit printed photographs or slides, please allow a bit of extra time to arrange to
have them scanned, as the pictures will be sent for judging in digital format only.

Last  year’s  winner  was  Phil  Kirk  with  his  amazing  image  of  a  ‘Common  Wasp
Carrying Prey to its Nest’. 
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EVENING WALKS

The walks take place on the third Thursday of the month and commence at 7.00 pm
prompt at the venue.

Cuerden Valley Park – Thursday 18th May

Meet at the Barn at 7.00 pm prompt

Doffcocker Lodge, Bolton – Thursday 15th June

A follow up to the talk given to us by Rick Parker earlier this year.  Meet at the car
park off Chorley Old Road at SD 687104.  The access is via a rough track off Chorley
Old  Road  on  the  right  hand  side,  more  or  less  opposite  the  Triangle  Methodist
Church.

Lower Burgh Meadow – Thursday 20th July

A look around the meadow to see what’s flowering and, hopefully, to see a few birds
and insects as well.  Meet at the main Yarrow Valley Park car park.

Whins Lane, Wheelton – Thursday 17th August

A walk along the canal from Higher Wheelton to Top Lock and return via Whins Lane.

Park in the car park at the top end of Whins Lane near its junction with the A674 
Chorley to Blackburn Road at SD604221.

PROGRAMME FOR 2017 / 18

A  full  and  varied  programme  has  once  again  been  organised  by  Lydia  for  the
forthcoming season.   Thanks to  the  generosity  of  members who have sponsored
meetings, we have again been able to spend rather more than normal on speakers,
which is reflected in the quality of talks in the programme.  Our sincere thanks go to
Joan Smith, John Howlett, and Carol Thistlethwaite.

DATA PROTECTION

Records  of  name,  address,  telephone  numbers  and  type  of  membership  of  the
Society's  members are now stored on computer.   If  you object to this information
about yourself being stored in this manner, please notify the Membership Secretary in
writing of your objection.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Many  thanks  to  Joan  Smith for  kindly  allowing  us the  continuing  use  of  her  late
husband Colin’s photographs in our publications.  
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A.G.M. NOTIFICATION

The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Chorley & District Natural History Society will be
held on Thursday, 28th September 2017 at 7.30 pm.  This will be held in the meeting room
on the first floor at St Mary’s Parish Centre, and will be essentially for the business of the
A.G.M.  

Nominations are invited for all officers and Committee.  Please note especially that the post
of Secretary is currently vacant.  Please ensure that the nominee is willing to stand for
election and give written nominations, together with names of proposer and seconder to Mr.
P. Kirk, Mill End, Dawbers Lane, Euxton, Chorley, on or before Thursday 21st September
2017.

Nomination forms are available from Mr. Kirk (Tel 01257 266783) or Mr. K. Woan,
Chairman (Tel 01257 278759).

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Will members please note that subscriptions will be due for renewal on 1st September.

Subscription rates are to remain unchanged for the coming season as follows:-
Grade of Membership 2017 / 2018

Adult £10.00
Family £15.00
Seniors. £8.00
Senior Family £12.00
Junior (under 18) Free

Members who attend meetings are requested to make a donation at the door.   A
charge of £2.00 is made for non-members.

Members who are not able to attend meetings may send their subscription direct to:- 

Mr Keith Woan,
80 Carleton Road,
Chorley,
PR6 8UB

Subscriptions may also be paid by Standing Order.   This  reduces administration,
particularly in enabling the Society, which is a registered Charity, to claim back tax on
the subscription of those members who have also signed Gift Aid Declarations, and at
no extra cost to the member.  For further details, contact the Membership Secretary or
the  Treasurer.   Thanks to  those members who have  already arranged to  pay by
Standing Order.  Thanks also to those who have signed Gift Aid Declarations.  One
advantage of this over the covenant scheme is that we can claim for all subscriptions -
not just those paid by Standing Order - as long as you have signed a Declaration.
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Sep 21

Sep 28

Oct 19

Nov 16

Dec 14

Jan 18

Feb 15

Mar 15

Apr 19

WINTER PROGRAMME 2017/2018

‘Wild Mersey’

Annual General Meeting

‘Birding in Cumbria, Dumfries & Galloway’

‘Birds & Other Animals of the Brazilian
Pantanal’’

‘Red Squirrels’

‘Alpine Flowers’

‘Bird Photography, Ringing & the Future’

‘Britain’s Got Talons’

‘Wild Encounters’

Bill Morton

Members Only

John Miles

Ron Jackson

David Beattie

Irene Ridge

Ben Tarvie

Peter Smith

Brian Rafferty

All  the above meetings will  be held at  St  Mary's  Parish Centre, Devonshire  Road,
Chorley and commence at 7.30 p.m.  Please note that all meetings are on a Thursday
evening.  Visitors are welcome at all the meetings.

For confirmation of the programme and further information about the Society, please
contact:-  Keith Woan on Chorley (01257) 278759.

Or visit our Website:   www.chorleynats.org.uk. Or follow us on Facebook!

DEADLINES

The deadlines for receipt of articles, letters and book reviews for the
forthcoming issues of the Newsletter are:-

No 158

No 159

Summer 2017

Autumn 2017

21st July 2017

21st October 2017

All contributions for Newsletters should be sent to the Editor – 
Neil Southworth, 9, Queensgate, Chorley, PR7 2PX (01257 276065).
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