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EDITORIAL
Here we are again at the beginning of a new winter season of indoor talks. It doesn’t
seem like two minutes since the beginning of the last one, but already the first skeins of
Pink-footed Geese have arrived, which is an undeniable first sign of approaching
winter! The programme looks to have plenty of variety, and I for one am looking
forward to the return of Gordon Yates to give us our 40 th Anniversary talk. Full details
are given at the back of the newsletter.
A reminder is also given of our Photographic Competition, the closing date for which is
31st October, and the results of which will be shown at our December meeting, when
the prizes will also be awarded. I am hoping to change the cover pictures for the
Newsletters, so perhaps we may be able to find something suitable from the entries!
At the August Bank Holiday, we had a second attempt at a Bio-blitz in Astley Park.
Thankfully, the weather was much kinder and the support was encouraging. The work
of tree planting and nest box installation is on-going. Thanks to all those who made
donations towards nest boxes.
In the field, we have had our share of excitement with both Great Grey Shrike and
Hoopoe turning up in the area during April. We have a Fungal Foray lined up for early
October with details in the newsletter. Let’s hope the winter months provide plenty of
wildlife of interest for us to enjoy.
Neil Southworth (Editor)

2019 Photographic Competition
Full Details on our Website
www.chorleynats.org.uk
Entries close 31st October
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FUNGI REPORT
This period has been a lean one for fungi, however the following species have been
spotted and recorded:
April – Sulphur Tuft was recorded at Hic Bibi Nature Reserve on the 7 th; King Alfred
Cakes were recorded at Yarrow Valley in Euxton on the 20 th and Turkeytail, Smoky
Bracket and Giant Polypore were recorded in Astley Park on the 24 th. Wolf’s Milk Slime
Mold (Lycogala epidendron) was recorded in White Coppice on the 18 th. and in Astley
Park on the 24th.
May – In May only one fungus was recorded and that was Egghead Mottlegill, seen on
a manure heap in a field off Eyes Lane, Bretherton.

Egghead Mottlegill
June – Fairy Inkcap were noted in Chorley Cemetery on the 9th; Jelly Ear was seen in a
Chorley Garden on the 14th.;several Mycena species, possibly Mycena latifolia were
found on chipped pine wood in a Coppull garden on the 15 th.; Common Inkcap and The
Miller were found in Chorley Cemetery on the 23 rd. and The Blusher was noted in
Chorley Cemetery on the 30th. Some Wolf’s Milk Slime Mold (Lycogala epidendron)
was spotted in a Great Knowley garden on the 12th.
Len Poxon
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INSECT REPORT
The spring of 2019 was a strange one for local insects. The hot weather in April
prompted far more butterfly records than normal at that time of year, and the reverse
happened in May when the colder weather reduced numbers considerably.

Orange Tips had their best year for a long time – possibly the best ever. The species
was first seen at Eyes Lane and at Hic Bibi on 6th April – the earliest date since 2012.
High numbers were reported from several sites during late April with Hic Bibi producing
the best count of an estimated 40 to 50 on 21st April.
The Small Tortoiseshell, Comma and Peacock (which all hibernate over winter) were all
seen in flight before the end of March. The Comma was not numerous through April,
but the other two were. This suggests that they survived the winter better than usual.
The Red Admiral also hibernates overwinter but is a less common early spring sighting
than the others. This year it was found on 8 th April at Great Knowley and at White
Coppice on 23rd April. From 22nd June, it started to reappear. Presumably these were
migrants coming in from the south. At the same time Painted Ladies started to appear
locally with as many as 6 seen on Anglezarke Moor on June 30 th. Even then it was
clear that this was to be the year of the Painted Lady – more in the next newsletter!
I was delighted to receive a record of the Wall (White Coppice on May 20 th). This was a
relief because this once common species was absent from our area in 2018.
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Probably the highlight of the early summer for me was the enormous number (certainly
in the hundreds) of Common
Blue butterflies found in a
woodland
clearing
near
Coppull. The whole clearing
was covered with their
foodplant (Bird’s Foot Trefoil)
and wandering across the
area was not possible without
constantly
disturbing
the
butterflies from the ground.
This was without doubt the
highest concentration of this
species that we have had
locally and I cannot recall
seeing
higher
numbers
anywhere in the country. An
amazing sight.
Holly Blues were seen at 9 different locations. As is typical of this species, they were
seen only in ones or twos. The Green Hairstreak was seen in small numbers at White
Coppice. A single at Healey Nab on 25th May was the only record from elsewhere.

A Southern Hawker
was
seen
on
Mawdesley Moss on
28th June.

Emperor Dragonflies were seen at several sites, including at one of the Gillibrand
ponds where I believe clearance work is benefiting the local Odonata. This is welcome
because the ponds had become overgrown and less useful to dragonflies than they had
been when the water was more open. I assume that thanks are due to Chorley Council
for this.
Phil Kirk
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BIRD REPORT
April
The last of the winter visitors were finally leaving us. A couple of Redwing at the top
end of Dean Black Brook was the last and only record for the month. A flock of around
100 Fieldfare at White Coppice on the 6 th was surprisingly large and may have been a
pre-migration gathering. The last record was of 13 at Mawdesley on the 15 th. 4
Brambling at Belmont Reservoir on the 13th was the last record for that species.

First Great Grey Shrike since 2010
One winter visitor, however, only arrived, or at least was only found, on the 9 th at the
top end of Dean Black Brook near Great Hill. This was a stunning Great Grey Shrike –
our first record since November 2010 when one was at Anglezarke briefly. The bird
remained at the site until at least the 15th.
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However, the main focus of attention during the month is the arrival of summer
migrants and birds on passage. The table gives first dates for each species, together
with location and last year’s first date in brackets. Both March and May arrivals are
included for completeness.
Quail
Osprey
Whimbrel
Common Sandpiper
Little Ringed Plover
Hobby
Common Tern
Cuckoo
Swift
Swallow
House Martin
Sand Martin
Wheatear
Whinchat
Ring Ouzel
White Wagtail
Yellow Wagtail
Chiffchaff
Willow Warbler
Garden Warbler
Blackcap
Wood Warbler
Sedge Warbler
Reed Warbler
Grasshopper Warbler
Whitethroat
Lesser Whitethroat
Tree Pipit
Redstart
Pied Flycatcher
Spotted Flycatcher

19th June
13th May
14th April
11th April
31st March
13th May
24th April
15th April
28th April
31st March
7th April
11th March
23rd March
6th May
6th April
3rd April
26th April
9th March
3rd April
13th April
25th March
9th May
18th April
21st April
13th April
18th April
17th April
3rd May
18th April
19th April
15th May

(No record)
(21st March)
(17th April)
(16th April)
(31st March)
(16th May)
(23rd April)
(20th April)
(26th April)
(25th March)
(4th April)
(22nd March)
(24th March)
(2nd May)
(8th April)
(9th April)
(22nd April)
(16th March)
(7th April)
(15th April)
(4th April)
(5th May)
(19th April)
(21st April)
(15th April)
(16th April)
(18th April)
(21st April)
(14th April)
(22nd April)
(26th May)

Mawdesley Moss
Eccleston
Ulnes Walton
Hoghton Bottoms
Bretherton Eyes
Eccleston
Heskin
White Coppice
Belmontl
Bretherton Eyes
Eaves Lane, Chorley
Cuerden Valley Park
Winter Hill
Bretherton Eyes
Withnell Moor
Bretherton Eyes
Bretherton Eyes
Eccleston
Ridley Lane
Copperworks/Withnell
Eccleston
Heatherlea Woods
E-shaped Pond
Croston Reed Bed
Anglezarke Moor
Bretherton Moss
Ridley Lane
White Coppice
Chorley Golf Course
Goit, Anglezarke
Anglezarke

Whimbrel passage started on the 14 th with 34 at Ulnes Walton, increasing to at least 73
by the 19th. Smaller numbers were seen at Charnock Richard and Eccleston, and 43
were at Chisnall on the 29th. A flock of Golden Plover was on Croston Finney for the
first week, peaking at around 250 on the 4 th. After that records came mainly from the
moors including 3 on Withnell Moor on the 15 th, although a flock of 40 was again on
Croston Finney on the 22nd. A total of nine species of wader was seen, including Little
Ringed Plover, Common Sandpiper and Black-tailed Godwit.
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Six species of raptor were reported with the pick being Merlin on Croston Moss (14 th)
and Red Kite over Rivington Services (24 th). Reports of Buzzards on territory came
from 7 sites and Kestrel from 4. The breeding pair of Peregrines from Chorley town
centre appear to have been lost to a site in Wigan.
There was a good passage of Ring Ouzels with 4 on Withnell Moor on the 6 th, followed
by daily records between 13th and 20th from sites including Belmont Reservoir, George’s
Lane and Great Hill farm, with the peak being 6 along George’s Lane on the 17 th. Only
a couple of records of Wheatear were received – 2 on Withnell Moor (6 th) and 4 on
Anglezarke Moor (10th). Other birds on passage included Yellow Wagtails on
Bretherton Eyes (26th to 28th) and one on Croston Finney 28 th. White Wagtails were
also on Bretherton Eyes from the 3rd.

First Hoopoe since 1989
The second rarity of the month made its presence known via Facebook, when a local
farmer posted an image of a Hoopoe on the Yarrow Valley site. The bird was soon
tracked down and gave good views to many birders between 26th and 29th April. There
was an unconfirmed suggestion that it was taken by a sparrowhawk, but let’s hope that
was ‘fake news’ and that the bird went safely on its way. This was our first record since
1989 when one was at Eccleston.
A couple of Little Egrets were to be found on Bretherton Eyes throughout the month
and another was on the river Darwen at Hoghton Bottoms (11 th). Another significant
record was of 2 or 3 Twite on the moors at a location similar to the last record for the
species.
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May
The late migrants finally arrived with Tree Pipit at Heatherlea Woods (3 rd), Whinchat on
Bretherton Eyes (6th), Wood Warbler in Heatherlea Woods (9th), Hobby at Eccleston
(13th) and bringing up the rear Spotted Flycatcher at Anglezarke (15 th). A Wood
Warbler was also recorded in Lead Mines Clough (10th), and a Spotted Flycatcher at
Eccleston on the 18th. Two Hobbies were at Eccleston on the 19th and one was at
White Coppice on the 20th.
Whimbrel passage continued until the 10 th with 41 on Jolly Tar Lane fields (2 nd), 3 over
Coppull on the 5th and a few sightings at Eccleston , culminating in 12 there on the 10 th.
Eight other species of wader were recorded including 4 Black-tailed Godwit at Belmont
Reservoir (9th), and 5 Ringed Plover on Croston Finney (23rd).
Three Golden Plover were on
Anglezarke Moor on the 14th. A
Common Sandpiper was at
Roddlesworth on the 27th. The
Little Egret on Bretherton Eyes
was not reported after the 4th.

On passage was an Osprey over Eccleston on the 13 th. Perhaps not necessarily on
passage were Yellow Wagtails which were recorded on Bretherton Eyes until at least
19th, and it’s possibly not unreasonable to think that there might have been a breeding
attempt at the site. Oddity of the month was a Reeve’s Pheasant on Croston Moss on
the 3rd. Cuckoos were noted at White Coppice throughout the month with at least
three different birds on the 13 th. Records also came from Great Knowley (4 th),
Eccleston (6th), Whittle-le-Woods (15th), Withnell Moor (19th) and Roddlesworth (27th).
Common Terns again failed to return to Yarrow Valley Park, but records were received
from 6 other sites, with Croston Twin Lakes a favoured site for fishing birds from
breeding sites either on the Ribble marshes or perhaps Mere Sands Wood.
Buzzards were reported from White Coppice (1st), Jolly Tar Lane (3rd), Lower Burgh
Meadow (4th), Bretherton Eyes (5th), Eccleston (21st) and Jack Green (25th). Despite the
.loss of the town centre pair, Peregrines were still in evidence with records from
Anglezarke Moor (4th), White Coppice (13th), Eccleston (19th) and Bretherton Eyes
(23rd). A Barn Owl was seen at Abbey Village (24th) and a Little Owl in Runshaw Lane,
also 24th.
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Inevitably many of the records during the month related to breeding success. The pair
of Mute Swans at Yarrow Valley Park had produced 5 cygnets by the 6 th but had
reduced to 4 by the 19th. Two separate female Goosander on the Yarrow in the
Croston and Eccleston area were each seen with 6 young (9th) and a female with 5
young was on the Douglas (23rd). This may have made its way down from the Yarrow.

A pair of Great Crested Grebes on
Croston Twin Lakes were noted with
2 young (11th) and the pair of Little
Grebe on Common Bank Lodge had
2 young by the 30th.

Little Grebe
A pair of Coot at Yarrow Valley Park had 5 young by the 4 th. A young Lapwing was
noted at Bretherton Eyes (6th), 7 were at Belmont Reservoir (where the gull colony was
in full swing) on the 24th and two were at Brindle on the 28th The first Starling fledglings
appeared at Eccleston on the 6th, following which the squawking of hungry juveniles
could be heard all across the area. A pair of Stonechat and 2 young were noted on
Anglezarke Moor (11th). Reports from members gardens suggested a successful
breeding season for Blue and Great Tit, Blackbird, Robin, Dunnock, Starling, House
Sparrow, Greenfinch and Goldfinch.
Hirundines were also setting about breeding. A colony of Sand Martin on the Yarrow at
Euxton had approximately 20 active nest holes. House Martins included 4 at a regular
site in Moor Road and 5 at Park Hall Hotel. At least three farms in the Brindle area had
welcomed back their Swallows. Good numbers of Willow Warbler were as usual in the
White Coppice area with 25 singing birds counted along the Goit to Heatherlea Wood
on the 1st, and 10 along the Withnell Nature Reserve track on the 16 th. A Reed Warbler
was back at Yarrow Valley Park on the 3rd, and 15 were on the Rufford canal spur on
the western boundary near Sollom (19th). This is very much a hot spot for the species
in the area. Six Sedge and 2 Grasshopper Warblers were singing on Lower Burgh
Meadow on the 4th during a survey. There was possibly an influx of Garden Warblers
on the 2nd when 2 were singing at Hic Bibi and 3 at White Coppice.
One or two Ring-necked Parakeets were seen throughout the month at Whittle-leWoods, but no records were received from elsewhere.
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June
The last of the summer migrants finally arrived when a Quail was heard calling on
Mawdesley Moss on the 19th and then again on the 21st. However, there were no
further records despite Bretherton, Croston and Mawdesley Mosses all being checked
out, so it must have moved on on this occasion.
Further breeding records were received. The second pair of Mute Swans in Yarrow
Valley Park finally produced a single cygnet out of a clutch of 4, but sadly, this did not
survive. The pair on Astley Park lake abandoned their eggs which must again have
been infertile. Mandarin Duck were seen with young at Croston (5 on 10 th), Yarrow
Valley Park (1 on 18th) and Syd Brook (2 on 25th). A pair of Great Crested Grebe in
Yarrow Valley Park had produced 4 young by 17 th, and a pair at Heapey No. 2 lodge
was noted with 2 young on the 30 th. A pair of Little Grebe on High Bullough Reservoir
were noted with 3 young on the 30th.
Coot continued to have a good breeding season with records including 4 young at
Euxton (1st), 5 at Heapey Lodges (1st), 6 in Yarrow Valley Park (5th), one at Common
Bank Lodge (5th), and 4 at White Coppice (21st). Two Lapwing chicks were noted on a
roundabout in Buckshaw Village (16th) and 2 young were noted on Croston Moss in a
post-breeding flock of 80 birds (17 th). Although pairs of Oystercatcher were recorded at
a minimum of nine sites, the only confirmed breeding was at Buckshaw Village where
three young were seen (20th). It would be nice to think that 3 Common Sandpiper at
Lower Rivington Reservoir on the 30th were a local family group.
A pair of Red Grouse
with a single young
were seen on the
moors on the 26th.

Red Grouse
Two juvenile Kingfishers were seen in Yarrow Valley Park from 7th.
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Great Spotted Woodpecker was another species
which seemed to have a good breeding season with
juveniles being seen at Great Knowley (3rd), Euxton
(8th), Brinscall (14th) and Heath Charnock (15th).

Juvenile Great Spotted Woodpecker

Families of Stonechat were noted on Wheelton Moor
(3rd), Anglezarke Moor (15th), White Coppice (19th) and
Great Hill Farm (30th). A pair of Grey Wagtail in
Yarrow Valley Park was seen with 2 young on the 10 th, whilst a second pair was seen
taking food to a nest on the 18 th. A pair of Pied Flycatchers bred – hopefully
successfully – at Anglezarke. A pair of Spotted Flycatchers bred in Lead Mines Clough
but it is believed the attempt failed. A second pair bred at Anglezarke but the outcome
is not known. A minimum of three pairs of Redstart bred at Anglezarke. House Martins
had left all 3 nests at the derelict Red Bridge Farm by the 16 th, hopefully because the
young had fledged. Other young recorded during the month included 2 Linnet at White
Coppice and 2 Siskin at great Knowley.
Cuckoo records in the
month included 2 near
Great Hill on the 1st, and
a final record of a single
bird at Great Knowley
on the 19th.

Cuckoo
A total of 50 Meadow Pipit was counted on a walk from Well Lane to Great Hill on the
3rd, suggesting the local Cuckoos had plenty to choose from!
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Scarcer species reported during the month included 10 Common Scoter on Anglezarke
reservoir on the 25th (Birdguides), and a Black-necked Grebe on Ward’s Reservoir
(29th), which was believed to have been one of the birds which had been on High Rid,
possibly disturbed by canoeists. There were two reports of Goshawk. The first was a
male seen on the west side of Dean Wood, heading east. The second was at White
Coppice on the 20th. Hobby sightings came from Great Knowley (10 th) and Eccleston
(27th).
Also of interest was the moulting goose flock on Anglezarke Reservoir which peaked at
103 Canada and 25 Greylag on the 30th.
A Common Tern finally appeared in Yarrow Valley Park on the 12 th but there was no
suggestion of a breeding attempt. Other sightings came from Chorley Golf Club, the
canal spur near Sollom, Croston Twin Lakes and the E-shaped Pond, so there’s plenty
of potential.

Common Tern
Many thanks to the following for submitting records:I.Ball, D.Beattie, D.Beevers, P.Brennan, M.Cookson, P.Davenport, B.Derbyshire,
P.Djali, D.Downing, T.Dunn, J.Edwards, M.Fishwick, J.Frankland, M.Graham,
M.Greenhalgh, L.Griffiths, P.Hodson, J.Howlett, R.Hoyle, C&T.Johnson, P.Kirk,
J.Kirkham, P.Krischkiw, E.Langrish, A.Leach, G.Lilley, S.Martin, M.Nightingale,
D.Morrison, D.North, L.Poxon, J.Riley, P.Rhodes, V.G.Rhodes, N.Root, L.Rose,
P.Ross, P.Rowlands, N.Southworth, R.Spencer, M.Stuart, J.Sutton, C.Thistlethwaite,
N.&T.West, P.West, T.Westhead, K.Woan.
Please continue to send your records to the forum or the editor.
Neil Southworth
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BOOK REVIEW
Wilding. The Return of Nature to a British Farm
Isobella Tree. Picador 2018, pbk 2019.
“A still day on Knepp Castle Estate, West Sussex . . . there it is, that unmistakable
purring . . . we tread quietly past an eruption of saplings of oak and alder, billowing with
skirts of blackthorn, hawthorn, dog rose and bramble . . . a triumph . . . Our turtle doves
have returned.”
It had been a model farm with modern methods, modern machinery, automated feeding
and milking from heavy productive cattle, with fertilizers, selective weed-killers, and
pest control, propped up with subsidies – and still in debt. However, the home park still
had an ancient oak, and Ted Green, custodian of the oaks in Windsor, paid a visit –
and began the process of re-thinking. It was clear that the heavy clay soil, prone to
flooding, was particularly ill-suited to intensive farming. But there were other options
already being tried out, especially in the Netherlands. Soil that had the life pressed out
of it by deep ploughing with massive tractors, and trodden down by fattened cattle,
could regain its mycorrhisal substructures and its insect conditioners, and come back to
life. A carefully monitored progressive experiment was worth trying, seen as ‘wilding’
rather than simply ‘re-wilding’, abandonment.
In the home park of a thousand acres, fallow deer (browsers) were introduced, and
soon brought it into richer life – unperturbed by walkers and ‘trustworthy’ dogs. It was
worth going further. In the distant past, the land of West Sussex would have supported
herbivores, grazing cattle, aurochs and horses, tarpan, as well as browsing deer.
These will between them have encouraged a richly varied plant and insect life. Notably
– and controversially – they would have encouraged the varied open scrub that could
allow oaks to flourish, where thick forest shades out their saplings.
Next to be brought in were wild boar, so good at
opening up the earth: it can look a mess – but a year
later there was a patchwork of pioneer plants and
invertebrates, including bees. Ants began to use the
clods picked up by pigs; the ant hills attracted mistle
thrushes, wheatears and green woodpeckers; but
also small copper butterflies, lizards and
grasshoppers. And the cattle were producing small
‘occasional’ shallow ponds with water crowfoot,
water starwort and stonewort; and water snails and
beetles. More than that, bats came and fed and
reared.
Further out, the wettest fields were slow to change;
but, in other areas a quite new, different habitat
emerged. With no cover of thick grass, “fists of
hawthorn, blackthorn, dogrose and bramble were punching through”, here, too; and
hedges, once mercilessly flailed now had winter berries for fieldfares and redwings, and
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bullfinches were feasting on the buds in spring, with skylarks by the dozen and
yellowhammers.
But how about food for humans? We are reminded, more food can already be grown
than we need, in areas and in methods of farming that work with the soil and the
seasons and the rainfall, rather than against. It is a matter of the right food and its fair
distribution. The author and her partner are not vegetarian, and they themselves eat
and sell good quality beef, venison and pork, but urge moderation. Working with nature
a mixed diet is possible – and more and more varied wildlife can share the planet with
us.
Of course, there was and still is a lot of negotiating. The neighbours were horrified by
the ragwort – “the yellow peril” -- allowed to grow. Horses and cattle will, as we know,
only eat it if they are desperately hungry – or if it is carelessly disguised in silage. In
the wild it encourages the cinnabar moth and seven species of micro moth and seven
of beetles. Our fellow mammals are born with more intelligence than we may credit
them. Apart from recalling animal avoidance of foul flavoured poisons, we are treated
to an account of when just once a herd of longhorns rushed with bellows of delight into
a lush pasture – only to complain bitterly a few hours later with bloated stomachs: but
they stored the memory, and avoided the crop when it next appeared.
There are not only neighbours to be negotiated with – there are problems with English
Nature:- for instance, its reluctance, up to the date
of publication at least, to permit wild beavers
despite permission in Wales and Scotland, and
their acceptance in south Devon; and despite the
enrichment these lovely animals create with no
further help from humans.
There is so much more to read here – a storm of
painted ladies, a tiny colony of purple emperors,
an influx of nightingales and, “even more exciting”,
those turtledoves. Even the canalised river, and
even after a conventional digger had done his
worst in releasing it, but volunteers had gentled it,
now welcomed green sandpipers, a little egret,
mallard, mandarin, lapwings, and trout (with less
flooding downstream).
Buy the book and keep it for reference (it has a fine index); or at least, borrow it.
Isobella Tree writes engagingly – and you come to realise, very informatively.
F. Gerald Downing.
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PLASTIC POLLUTION
It’s rare we can pick up a newspaper, read a magazine article or hear a news broadcast
today without some note or mention of single use plastics and the damage it’s doing to
the environment. There’s little doubt we’re producing huge quantities of the stuff,
modern food packaging shows no limit to the amount of plastic that can be produced,
manufactured shaped & wrapped for a single, & in most cases, short life use, before
being discarded into waste or for re-cycling. Today’s buzz-word is sustainability and
one doesn’t have to be an expert or an environmental scientist to realise that the
continued production of these single use plastics is unsustainable around the world.
I’m sure most, if not all of us, have seen plastic pollution mixed with seaweed, sitting on
the high tide mark of our beaches around the coast. The problem is worse during
Winter months as stronger winds & storm surges drives the pollution, in larger
quantities higher up the coastline. Thanks to many coastal environmental groups &
volunteers, hundreds of tons of plastic flotsam & jetsam, along with other waste product
pollution, is collected every year from around our coast. Where does all this sea borne
pollution originate from? Some of it is discarded by boats & shipping, either
accidentally washed overboard or deliberately thrown, (if you would like to have some
idea of the number of vessels on the high s eas around our coast, at any one time, just
visit www.marinetraffic.com). Some of it is washed down streams or rivers, blown off
the land into the rivers from landfill sites. Street or motorway litter is washed into
surface drains. Some of it is beach litter, picked up by the tide & moved further around
the coast. This land to sea contamination of plastic pollution happens in every country,
all around the world. Even land-locked countries have streams & rivers which wash the
pollution further downstream & eventually into the seas & oceans. I’m sure all of us can
remember the astonishing yet dreadful images of the Japanese Tsunami and the
millions upon millions of tons of damage material that was taken out into the Pacific
Ocean as the surge waters returned. Pollution contamination on an enormous scale.
On a sailing trip, earlier this year, and after an exciting navigation through the Treshnish
Isles to view the huge numbers of Puffins on Lunga, we eventually anchored in
Gometra harbour south. Gometra is a small island, west of Ulva and separated from
the island of Ulva by a narrow sound, not more than 5 metres at its narrowest point &
two tenths of a nautical mile at its widest. Ulva lies just west of Mull and north of the
Ardmeanach peninsular on Mull. Many of you who know and love the island of Mull will
know of Ulva and may even have paid a visit via the Ulva ferry. Gometra harbour south
is a natural and historic anchorage in the Sound between the islands of Gometra and
Ulva, with a landing to go ashore on the Gometra side only. Currently, only about four
households live on Gometra and the island is owned by Roc Sandford. In the heyday
of kelp farming over a hundred people once farmed and worked on the island including
those who lived on Ulva.
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After anchoring for an overnight stay, the following morning there was no wind for
sailing so the Skipper and I decided to go for a short walk on Gometra.and also visit a
small local craft shop and art gallery near the anchorage landing. We rowed ashore to
a very welcoming island. All the public notices we came across were friendly and
informative. We decided to first walk to the island of Ulva about a mile along a quad
bike track which followed the Sound separating the two islands. As we walked along
the track, it became very apparent that plastic pollution washed up onto the rocky
shores and small beaches of the island was a major problem. Following the track,
parallel to the Sound, we saw yet more and more rubbish, mostly plastics, which had
been washed up by the tide. On closer inspection a fair proportion of it was from
fishing boats & fish farms which are dotted, like a plague, all over the West coast of
Scotland. These fish farms are a huge source of yet another pollution but that’s
another issue.

With so few people living on the island, all of whom are working hard just to make ends
meet, it’s an impossible task to have the shoreline cleaned up. That said, there was
evidence of an attempt being made to have some of the rubbish stacked up into a pile.
It is assumed that eventually, this pile, along with more rubbish still to be collected,
would be burnt. Not an ideal solution to some environmental warriors, but so much less
labour intensive or costly than to have it transported off the island and disposed of in
landfill site. (not even sure if there is a landfill site on the Island of Mull). Along with the
small rubbish tip found, it would appear that plastic rubbish is also tipped onto the
muddy sections of quad bike track, presumably to fill in the deep ruts and help stabilise
the ground.
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It’s difficult to get close up to the shoreline around the small, sparsely populated and
uninhabited Islands of the West coast of Scotland. However, when conditions are
favourable and yachts venture into small bays and coves which are normally
inaccessible, they’re often greeted by a shoreline littered with plastic and other rubbish.
This is especially true for any exposed coastline which has no shelter from heavy
stormy seas. These polluted shorelines are unlikely, ever, to be cleaned up except for
perhaps the busier and more popular small islands such as Muck, Canna, Eigg &
Rhum. These islands attract large numbers of visitors where teams of volunteers can
be selected from for such a task.
We continued along the track until we came to a small causeway for large vehicles and
a small bridge, for quad bikes, which links the two islands. We crossed the bridge onto
Ulva, followed the track up the hill, to be greeted with a fantastic view of Loch Tuath
and Carn Mor fell on Mull. With the skipper now eager to catch the strong Northerly
wind we could feel on our faces, we romped back to the anchorage taking in a quick
view of the visitors’ shop, complete with honesty box. These crofts are situated in the
old community of Bailechaidh. Gometra is a beautiful small island (despite the mass of
shoreline rubbish) and I would recommend anyone to visit, if only for a day from M ull.
Overnight visits are possible and for further information, check out their website
www.gometra.org. Sadly, whilst there I had little time to study the islands natural
history since the skipper walks like a man on a mission, rarely stops for breath, doesn’t
take photographs and had seen the place a number of times before.
The plastics industry has a lot answer for but it’s we, the consumer, who are mostly at
fault. All we can do is discourage food producers covering their product with plastic by
not buying it, recycle all plastic where we can, help the shoreline by picking up litter
whenever we visit and pass the message on.
David Morrison
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FIELD TRIPS
Fungal Foray – Saturday 5th October
We are having our annual fungal foray in the woodland at Anglezarke Reservoir. Meet
at the main Anglezarke car park (not the view point) at 9.30 am.
WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION
It’s not too late to submit an entry for our Wildlife Photographic Competition, the closing
date for which is 31st October 2019. An entry form is available on the website.
There are two categories – one is Open and the second is for under 16’s (on 31st
October 2019). Under 16’s will need the consent of a parent or guardian.
Photographs should be of wildlife or landscapes taken in the Chorley area.
Photographs of domestic pets or cultivated flowers will not be accepted.
Residency in Chorley Area will need to be proved if image chosen as a winner.
Similarly, date of birth will be requested for the winners of the junior section
Information will not be shared and will be deleted immediately after the competition
closes.
Entry Form. Please complete the relevant table then either copy it into your e-mail, or
save the form and send it as an e-mail attachment along with the images you wish to
enter. Entries will not be accepted if all the required information is not included in the email by some method.
Entries should be emailed to photocomp2019@chorleynats.org.uk
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Many thanks to Tony Dunn, Phil Kirk, David Morrison, Len Poxon and the estate of the
late Colin Smith for photographs used in the Newsletter.
Thanks to all those who have contributed articles for the Newsletter, which are much
appreciated. More would be very welcome!
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A.G.M. NOTIFICATION
The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Chorley & District Natural History Society will be
held on Thursday, 26th September 2019 at 7.30 pm. This will be held in the meeting room on
the first floor at St Mary’s Parish Centre, and will be essentially for the business of the A.G.M.
Nominations are invited for all officers and committee. Please ensure that the nominee is
willing to stand for election and give written nominations, together with names of proposer
and seconder to Mr. P. Brennan, 14 Merton Grove, Chorley PR6 8UR, on or before Thursday
19th September 2019.
Nomination forms are available from Mr. P. Brennan (Tel 01257 275545).
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Will members please note that subscriptions were due for renewal on 1 st September.
Subscription rates are to remain unchanged for next season as follows:Grade of Membership

2019 / 2020

Adult
Family
Seniors.
Senior Family
Junior (under 18)

£10.00
£15.00
£8.00
£12.00
Free

Members who attend meetings are requested to make a donation at the door.
charge of £2.00 is made for non-members.

A

Members who are not able to attend meetings may send their subscription direct to:Mr Keith Woan,
80 Carleton Road,
Chorley, PR6 8UB
Subscriptions may also be paid by Standing Order. This reduces administration,
particularly in enabling the Society, which is a registered Charity, to claim back tax on
the subscription of those members who have also signed Gift Aid Declarations, and at
no extra cost to the member. For further details, contact the Membership Secretary or
the Treasurer. Thanks to those members who have already arranged to pay by
Standing Order. Thanks also to those who have signed Gift Aid Declarations.
DATA PROTECTION
Records of name, address, telephone numbers and type of membership of the
Society's members are now stored on computer. If you object to this information about
yourself being stored in this manner, please notify the Membership Secretary in writing
of your objection.
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WINTER PROGRAMME 2019/2020
Sep 19

‘Wildlife of North Wales’

David Winnard

Sep 26

Annual General Meeting

Oct 17

‘Birdlife through 40 Pennine Years’

Nov 21

‘The Impact of Overfishing’

Dec 19

Photographic Evening / Bats

David Beattie

Jan 16

‘The Wildlife of the Isle of Avalon’

Mike Roberts

Feb 20

‘Attracting Wild Bees to Gardens’

George Pilkington

Mar 19

‘Pennine Adders, Amphibians and Reptiles’

David Alred

Apr 16

‘Wildlife Photography’

Roy Rimmer

Gordon Yates
Christine Glaze

All the above meetings will be held at St Mary's Parish Centre, Devonshire Road,
Chorley and commence at 7.30 p.m. Please note that all meetings are on a Thursday
evening. Visitors are welcome at all the meetings.
For confirmation of the programme and further information about the Society, please
contact the Secretary:- Paul Brennan on 01257 275545 or alternatively visit our
Website: www.chorleynats.org.uk. or follow us on Facebook and Twitter! A WhatsApp
group has also been set up for members to communicate information quickly. If you
would like to join please let us know. We will need your mobile phone number to admit
you to the group.
DEADLINES
The deadlines for receipt of articles, letters and book reviews for the forthcoming issues
of the Newsletter are:No 167

Autumn 2019

21st October 2019

No 168

Winter 2019/2020

21st January 2020

All contributions for Newsletters should be sent to the Editor –
Neil Southworth, 9, Queensgate, Chorley, PR7 2PX (01257 276065).
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