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EDITORIAL

As mentioned in the last newsletter, the arrival of 2019 represents 40 years since the
formation of Chorley and District Natural History Society back in 1979.

The  practical  initiatives
proposed  are  now  works  in
progress  with  several  schools
having shown an interest in the
offer of trees and nest boxes to
be  installed  in  their  grounds.
We  have  already  received
generous  donations  towards
the  cost  of  these,  but  if  any
other  members  would  like  to
contribute, our Treasurer, Carol
Thistlethwaite,  would  be  more
than pleased to receive them.

We are also working on the programme for next season and are delighted to announce
that Gordon Yates has agreed to ‘come out of retirement’ to entertain us with 40 Years
of Pennine Birding.  Many members will have enjoyed Gordon’s film shows over the
years so it seems more than appropriate that he should give us a celebratory talk.

We also hope that this year’s Annual Report will at least have a bit more colour in it,
which  of  course  comes  at  a  cost,  but  it  would  be  a  shame  not  to  mark  the  40 th

Anniversary with an upgraded edition!

To set the ball rolling, this edition of the Newsletter contains a review of the status of
Dragonflies in the Chorley area, following the evolution of our knowledge of them over
the period of 40 years, and explaining the current status.  It is a wonderful guide to the
Dragonflies  of  Chorley  and hopefully  will  inspire  members  to  search  them out  and
record them this summer.

Neil Southworth (Editor)
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FLORA REPORT

After  our  very  dry  summer we seemed to have a long autumn.   I  noted the usual
plethora of colours in the leaves of so many bushes and trees.  There also was another
good crop of acorns and horse chestnuts.  In some areas knopper galls on acorns were
abundant and Tar Spot fungus on sycamore.

We had a sharp frost in November which eliminated most blossom.  I did note that
amongst  those  that  survived were creeping  buttercup,  ivy-leaved toadflax,  common
field speedwell and yarrow.

We  had  reports  of  Snowdrops and  the  start  of
hazel catkins by mid-December.

Even  after  Christmas  Day  there  were some surprises.   Gorse  and  daisy  were not
among these but wood avens, ivy-leaved toadflax and groundsel were. Thanks also to
those reliable botany recorders who make this report possible.

Wood Avens
- a Surprise after Christmas!

David Beattie
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FUNGI REPORT

The  Autumn  has  been  quite  mild,  with  only  the  occasional  frosty  day  or  two,
consequently there have been a number of fungi that have had a second or third flush
and some that have been fruiting continually.  The following fungi were recorded in the
CDNHS area:-

October – Fly Agaric were noted at Lead Mine
Clough, Common Bank Lodge, White Coppice
and  Chorley  Cemetery  between  5th and  28th.
Buttercap  and  a  small  cup  fungus
(Sowerbyellow radiculata) were noted at Lead
Mines  Clough  on  the  5th.   Brinscall  Railway
Park/Withnell  LNP  provided  the  location  for
Candlesnuff  fungus  seen  on  the  18th.   At
Yarrow  Valley  Park  a  number  of  Collared
Earthstar fungi were seen on the 26th.  At Great
Knowley  a  specimen  of  Brown  Rollrim  was
noted  in  a  members  garden.  At  Hoghton
Bottoms Golden Waxcap and Fly Agaric were
noted on the 16th. and 18th. respectively.

                                                                                           Sowerbyellow radiculata

Chorley Cemetery had the most variation in fungi species, with Common Inkcap noted
on  the  15th.  and  again  on  the  28th.  Shaggy  Inkcap,  Glistening  Inkcap,  Clustered
Domecap,  Yellowing  Knight,  The  Blusher,  Brown  Rollrim,  Larch  Bolete,  Trooping
Funnel and several Pinkgill species also being seen during the month.

November – A late record of Penny Bun Boletus was noted in the woods on the east
side  of  Anglezarke  Reservoir  on  24th with  Velvet  Shank  also  noted  on  that  date.
Candlesnuff fungus was seen at White Coppice on 2nd.

All  other  records came from Chorley  Cemetery,  where Common Inkcap,  Glistening
Inkcap,  Orange  Milkcap,  a  late  showing  of  The  Blusher  (11th.),  Yellowing  Knight,
Trooping Funnel, Common Funnel, Clouded Funnel and Oyster Mushroom were seen.

At Hoghton Bottoms some Common Inkcap were seen on the 28th.

December  –  this  month  there were  several  records,  with  Collared  Earthstar  again
noted at Yarrow Valley Park; Turkeytail, Sulphur Tuft and Oyster Mushroom seen in the
woods on the east side of Anglezarke Reservoir.
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At Chorley Cemetery Clouded Funnel was seen at one location throughout the month
with new fruiting bodies appearing weekly.  This venue also produced a late showing of
Clustered Brittlestem on the 16th,  Common Inkcap on the 9th together with Common
Funnel and Yellowing Knight.  An Euxton Garden produced an unusual mauve coloured
Oyster Mushroom on the 16th.

Clustered Brittlestem

On the field trip held on 22nd at Hoghton Bottoms a number of fungi  were recorded
including  Stump  Puffball,  Velvet  Shank  and  Horse  Mushrooms.   Also  at  Hoghton
Bottoms on the 25th Birch Polypore and Jelly Ear fungi were seen.

Velvet Shank fungi was seen on
the 26th in Cuerden Valley Park.
The  woods  in  Tanhouse  Brook
Valley  at  Great  Knowley  had
Scarlet  Elfcup,  Winter  Polypore
and Jelly Ear on 27th. 

                                                                                     Jelly Ear Fungus

Len Poxon
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BIRD REPORT
October

The first Whooper Swans of the Autumn were 3 flying north over Belmont on the 7th.
These were followed by 11 over Bretherton Eyes on the 19th and then 20 feeding on
Croston Moss on the 26th.  A pair of Mute Swans were on Croston Moss on the 2nd and
6 flew over Eccleston on the 17th.  2 were on the E-shaped Pond on the 24th.  Pink-
footed Geese continued to arrive including 150 over Bretherton Eyes (7th) and 200 over
Cuerden Valley Park (15th).  500 were feeding on Croston Moss (2nd), possibly moving
over to Mawdesley Moss where 500 were feeding on the 16 th.  Around 250 Canada
Geese were on Croston Moss on the 2nd, possibly having moved over from Bretherton.

A Shoveler was on Anglezarke Reservoir (27th) and a single Wigeon was on Upper
Rivington Reservoir (6th), with 3 on High Bullough Reservoir (14th).  3 Pochard were
also on  Upper Rivington reservoir  on the 6th,  whilst  Tufted Duck  on High  Bullough
peaked at 21 on the 27th.  6 were on Croston Twin lakes on the same day.  Goosander
records  were  confined  to  5 on  the  Douglas  at  Bretherton  (26th)  and  4  on  Heapey
Lodges  (31st).  5  Mandarin  Duck  were  on  Adlington  Reservoir  (7th)  and  3  were  at
Eccleston (19th).

A pair of Little Grebe remained on Common Bank Lodge throughout, whilst individuals
turned up on High Bullough (5th) and Belmont Reservoir (6th).  Great Crested Grebe
records included 3 on Anglezarke Reservoir(5th), 2 in Yarrow Valley Park (14th) and 5 on
Croston Twin Lakes (27th).  A Water Rail was on Bretherton Eyes (27th).  Cormorant
numbers included 12 on Anglezarke Reservoir (3rd), 15 on Adlington Reservoir (7th) and
13 on Upper Rivington Reservoir (13th).

Grey  Heron records  were
received  from  across  the
area  at  sites  including
Anglezarke Reservoir,  Arley
nature  reserve,  Bretherton
Eyes,  Croston  Finney,
Heapey  Lodges,  Hoghton
and  Upper  Rivington
Reservoir.  Two Little Egrets
were on Bretherton Eyes on
31st.   The  only  Lapwing
flocks  reported  were  46  on
Bretherton  Eyes  (19th)  and
40 on  Croston  Moss  (26th).
Sightings  of  single  waders

included Curlew in flight over Eccleston (1st), Green Sandpiper along Syd Brook (12th),
Greenshank  on  Bretherton  Eyes  (19th)  and  Redshank  at  the  same  site  (31st).   A
Woodcock along Syd Brook on the 30th may well have been a newly arrived wintering
bird.   Common  Snipe  were  recorded  at  8  sites,  and  a  Jack  Snipe  was  seen  at
Eccleston on the 17th.  Coveys of Grey Partridge included 8 on Croston Moss (1st) and 5
near Croston Twin Lakes (27th).  Red Grouse were seen regularly on Anglezarke Moor
including 7 on the 27th.
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Six species of raptor were recorded during the month, with pride of place going to a
ring-tailed  Hen  Harrier  seen  on  a  couple  of  occasions  on  Anglezarke  Moor,  and
perhaps a different bird over Bretherton Eyes on the 27th. 

Hen Harrier seen at Anglezarke Moor

Next came Merlin with an adult and juvenile on Winter Hill (18th), one over Bretherton
Eyes (28th) and another over Chorley Golf Course (29th).  Peregrines were seen over
Anglezarke Moor, Belmont Reservoir, Bretherton Eyes and Clayton-le-Woods.  Kestrels
were recorded at nine sites across the area, and Sparrowhawk at four.  Buzzards were
also noted at nine different sites.  Barn Owl  sightings during the month came from
Charnock Richard, Cuerden and Great Knowley, and Tawny Owl were seen or heard at
Brinscall,  Euxton  and  Rivington.   Raven were also well  recorded at  sites  including
Anglezarke Moor, Brindle and Morrison’s chimney, where a pair was seen on a few
occasions.

Ring-necked Parakeets were again much in evidence with birds in Yarrow Valley Park
(8th), 6 at Shaw Hill (11th) and 16 near Hartwood Hall (18th).  Records of Great Spotted
Woodpecker came from 10 sites widely dispersed across the area, hopefully indicating
a successful breeding season.  
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On the other hand, Kingfisher records came from just two sites – Arley nature reserve
and Yarrow Valley  Park,  perhaps confirming that  suggestions  that  the species had
suffered at the hands of the “Beast from the East” in late winter were in fact justified.
Dippers  were  noted  at  three  sites  including  4  at  Hoghton  Bottoms  suggesting
successful  breeding there.  Grey Wagtails were noted at seven sites, including one
non-riverine urban location. 28 Pied Wagtails were at Croston sewage works on the 7th.

The last House Martin sighting of the year was of 2 at Eccleston (4 th), and the last
Swallow was at Coppull on the 18th.  A female Blackcap was in Yarrow Valley Park on
the 8th,  and a Chiffchaff  was at the E-shaped Pond on the 24th.   A Ring Ouzel  at
Belmont on the 15th was on its way south but Bramblings at the same site on the 10th

were hopefully here for the winter.  With no records in September, it was nice to finally
welcome Redwing and Fieldfare for the winter.  First for each were at Belmont - on the
6th for Redwing and the 7th for Fieldfare, when a flock of 40 were seen.  The first date
for both species at Eccleston was the 19th.  Perhaps the most welcome winter visitor,
however, was Waxwing, one of which was seen near Chorley Hospital on the 29th.

Hawfinch seen at Belmont

There was something of a Crossbill invasion, essentially in the Lead Mines Clough area
with 22 there on the 3rd and a massive 120 on the 27th.   Other birds were seen at
Rivington (18th) and over the Gillibrands (28th).  A Hawfinch was noted at Belmont on
the 15th.  Winter flocks on the mosses included over 100 Skylark on Croston Moss (26 th)
and 150 at Bretherton Eyes (31st), when 750 Starling were also present.  Linnet flocks
included 250 on Bretherton Eyes (13th) and 150 on Croston Finney (26th).
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November

Small numbers of Whooper Swans were seen on Bretherton Eyes for the first part of
the month, including 14 on the 10th, before they switched their allegiance to Croston
Moss, where 80 were noted on the 18th and 120 on the 24th.  50 Pink-footed Geese
were feeding on the moss also on the 18th, but otherwise records were essentially of
skeins  moving  east.   Scarcer  wildfowl  included  2  or  3  Shoveler  on  Anglezarke
Reservoir for more or less the whole month,  at least until  water  levels  rose.   Four
Wigeon were there on the 17th, as was the annually returning male Pochard but it didn’t
stay.  Perhaps if it had waited a few days, conditions would have suited. 

A pair of  Gadwall was in Yarrow
Valley Park  from at  least 16th to
26th. 

The most unusual sighting was of 21 Mandarin Duck perched in a dead tree on the
edge of Anglezarke Reservoir on the 11th.  As well as at the usual sites, 3 Little Grebe
were noted on the Douglas at Bretherton on the 12th.  A Water Rail was at Croston
Finney on the 18th.

Little Egret were noted at Bretherton Eyes (18th  & 25th) and Hoghton Bottoms (21st).
Grey Heron were recorded at 8 sites.  Scarcer waders included Green Sandpiper on
the Douglas (12th), Ruff on Bretherton Eyes (15th), 2 Redshank on the Douglas (18th)

and a Curlew over Tincklers Lane fields
(23rd).  Common Snipe were recorded at 5
sites  and  a  couple  of  Jack  Snipe  were
with them at the E-shaped Pond on the
25th.  Woodcock were recorded at 3 sites.
The  largest  Lapwing  flock  was  of  280
birds at fields off Syd Brook Lane (25th).
Over  100  Pheasant  were  flushed  by
beaters  at  Bretherton  Eyes  on  the  10th.
13 Red-legged Partridge were at the site
on the 15th.  

7 Red Grouse were on Wheelton Moor on the 24th.
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Six species of raptor were again recorded, the star of the show this time being a female
type Marsh Harrier hunting over Croston Finney on the 1st.  Three different Merlin were
hunting on Bretherton Eyes on the 2nd, persecuting the local Skylark flock.  Peregrines
too were seen regularly at the site, and a couple were seen screaming over Chorley
town centre on the 16th.  Kestrel sightings came from 4 sites and Sparrowhawk from 3.
Buzzards were observed at 11 different locations with dependant juveniles very often
involved.  

Barn  Owls  were  noted  at  3  sites,  Tawny
Owl 2 and  Little  Owl just a single record
from Eccleston.

A flock of  80 Stock Dove on Bretherton Eyes (4th)  was an impressive size for the
species.  At least 100 Skylark remained at the site, plus over 500 Starling, 150 Fieldfare
and smaller numbers of bunting, including 20 Reed, 45 Corn and 18 Yellow.  Three
figure  flocks  of  Fieldfare  were  also  recorded  over  Anglezarke  Moor  and  Lower
Rivington Reservoir, and of Redwing at Lower Healey (3rd).  Crossbills continued to be
noted at Lead Mines Clough, and there was a report on social media of a massive flock
of 350 on or around the 3rd.  

20 Brambling at Rivington on the
26th was a good count.   Last  but
not  least  there  was  another
Waxwing sighting, this time on the
edge of Astley Park on the 9th.

                                                                       20 Brambling at Rivington on 26th
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December

Whooper Swans continued to feed on the mosses with a best count of 30 on Bretherton
Eyes (8th) and 54 on Croston Moss on the same day.  An estimated 2000 Pink-footed
Geese were feeding on Mawdesley Moss on the 2nd, but most other records were of
skeins heading off towards East Anglia.  A flock of 20 Shelduck on Bretherton Eyes on
the 7th was perhaps unusual for December.  

The first Goldeneye was back on High
Bullough  Reservoir  on  the  1st with  2
there  on  the  26th.   The  Shoveler  on
Anglezarke  Reservoir  were  last
recorded  on  the  2nd as  were  the
Wigeon.  An impressive roost count of
78 Goosander on Yarrow reservoir was
made  on  the  31st.   Mandarin  Duck
sightings included 7 on Common Bank
Lodge (7th) and 8 on Yarrow Reservoir
(8th).  Water Rails were noted at the E-
shaped Pond (9th) and in Yarrow Valley
Park on several dates.

A Little Egret was on Croston Finney (1st), and then another was on Tincklers Lane
fields through to the end of the month when two were present.  A Redshank was again
on Bretherton Eyes (9th)  and a Green Sandpiper  was again on the  Douglas (24th).
Common Snipe records came from 6 sites including an impressive 67 on Bretherton
Eyes on the 27th.  Woodcock were noted at 2 sites including 6 at the E-shaped Pond on
the 9th.  Lapwing flocks included 200 on Mawdesley Moss (2nd) and 150 on Croston
Finney (11th).  Coveys of Grey Partridge included one of 7 birds on Croston Finney (2nd)
and one of 6 on Bretherton Moss (21st).   A couple of Red-legged Partridge were at
Eccleston on the 16th and 2 or 3 Red Grouse were seen regularly on Anglezarke Moor.

Raptor records were restricted to the four,
resident  species.   Buzzard  records  came
from 6 locations and nearly always involved
2  or  3  birds.   Similarly,  Sparrowhawk
sightings  came  from  6  sites,  including  a
female  at  Eccleston  which  took  a
woodpigeon  which  kept  it  in  food  for  a
couple of days!  Kestrels were noted at 5
sites  including  Croston  Finney  where  3
were  seen  on  the  2nd.   Peregrines  were
again seen over Bretherton Eyes as well as
on  Croston  Moss  and  around  Morrison’s
chimney.  The bird on Croston Moss was
seen to be lying flat on a straw bale as if stalking the local skylark flock.  Barn and
Tawny Owl were seen at 2 and 3 sites respectively.
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The gull roost on Lower Rivington Reservoir received a good deal of attention at the
end of the month, with  an amazing estimate of  20,000 birds on the 30th,  which for
reasons unknown completely dwarfed the daily average of 5 – 6,000 birds.  The reason
for the attention was the discovery of one or two third winter Yellow-legged Gulls in the
roost as well as one or two Mediterranean Gulls.  The roost on the 30th contained over
1000 Lesser Black-backed, 700 Herring and 100 Common Gulls.

The  Stock  Dove  flock  on  the
mosses numbered over 100 on
the  30th,  and  a  flock  of  200
Woodpigeon  was  on
Bretherton Eyes on the 8th.  A
welcome  sighting  was  of  a
Green  Woodpecker  by
Anglezarke  Reservoir  on  the
20th,  nicely  photographed  by
the  observer.   Its  Great
Spotted  cousin  was  much
more conspicuous with records
from  10  sites.   Kingfisher
records were an improvement
on  November  with  records

from 4 sites.  Dipper records included 3 together on Chapel Brook at Euxton on the 21st.

There were no three figure flocks of winter thrushes with the best being 60 Fieldfare at
Eccleston (16th) and 40 Redwing at Heskin (24th).  The largest Starling flock was one of
450 at Great Knowley on the 24th.  The scarcer finches included 15 Lesser Redpoll at
White Coppice on the 7th, 20 Siskin at the same location on the 8th and 7 Brambling in
an  Euxton  garden  (13th).   Summer  visitors  apparently  wintering  included  a  male
Blackcap which was seen in a garden on the Gillibrands on several dates, and a female
seen in a garden at Great Knowley (10th).  A couple of Chiffchaff, one of which was
singing, were at Croston sewage works on the 31st.

Finally,  3  Waxwing  were  found  feeding  on  ornamental  rowans  behind  the  council
offices in Union Street on Boxing Day.  Happily, they remained till the end of the year,
giving a large number of people the opportunity of seeing them.  They had quite a bit of
competition from Blackbirds and Mistle Thrushes, and had to take their chance with a
marauding Sparrowhawk, but hopefully they moved on safely at the end of their stay.

Many thanks to the following for submitting records:-
I.Ball, D.Beattie, D.Beevers, P.Brennan, M.Cookson, B.Derbyshire, P.Djali, D.Downing,
T.Dunn,  J.Edwards,  M.Fishwick,  J.Frankland,  M.Graham,  M.Greenhalgh,  L.Griffiths,
P.Hodson,  J.Howlett,  R.Hoyle,  C&T.Johnson,  P.Kirk,  J.Kirkham,  P.Krischkiw,
E.Langrish, A.Leach, G.Lilley, S.Martin, M.Nightingale, D.Morrison, D.North, L.Poxon,
J.Riley,  P.Rhodes,  N.Root,  L.Rose,  P.Ross,  P.Rowlands,  N.Southworth,  R.Spencer,
M.Stuart, J.Sutton, C.Thistlethwaite, N.&T.West, P.West, T.Westhead, K.Woan.

Please continue to send your records to the forum or the editor.
Neil Southworth
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WILLOW TIT SURVEY

We  have  been  asked  by  the
Lancashire  Bird  Recorder  if  we
would like to assist in a Willow Tit
survey,  which  is  being  organised
by the RSPB to take place in 2019
and 2020.

Several tetrads in the Chorley area
are  amongst  those  which  have
been selected to be surveyed.  To
take part you will need to be able
to  recognise  Willow  Tits  by  both
call and by song.  We already have
a  good  idea  where  Willow  Tits
occur in the area, so it will be a good opportunity to establish their current status.

If you are interested in taking part, please let me know.
Neil Southworth

MAMMAL REPORT

We  had  some  late  sightings  of
healthy  hedgehogs  in  Coppull,
Euxton  and  Clayton  Brook.   I
suspect from gardens where food
was  still  being  left  out.   It  was
also quite a mild winter.  Foxes
were  reported  from  Rivington,
Tan House Valley  and  Cuerden
Valley  Park,  the  latter  being
caught  on a camera trap eating
fat balls.

The most reports were of roe deer, which were widespread.  The largest numbers (4)
came from the south west and north east of our recording area.  Probably the most
surprising observation was of Pipistrelle bat in the north of our area.

Thanks again to the members who send in their sightings.  I know some are sensitive
and would value your sending them either by private message, using the Forum, or by
email to David.beattie1@gmail.com.

David Beattie
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40 YEARS OF DRAGONFLIES

When the Editor suggested that I update my article ‘An Introduction to Dragonflies’ as it
is about 10 years since my last version was published, I decided to use the opportunity
to review how our knowledge of the Odonata species in the Chorley & District Natural
History Society recording area has improved in the 40 years since the society was
formed in 1979.

The society’s  Annual  Report  for  1979,  as  well  as  introducing how the society  was
formed,  also  listed  all  the  species  of  wildlife,  including  birds,  flora,  insects  and
mammals, etc that had been recorded in the Chorley recording area in recent years.
Just 4 species of Odonata had been confirmed; these being Large Red, Azure and
Blue-tailed Damselflies and Brown Hawker Dragonfly. (Note: the common names used
throughout the article are those generally accepted at the present day). By the time of
the next full list in the 1982 Annual Report, two more species, Common Blue Damselfly

and Common Hawker had been added.
‘Chorley  Naturally’  the  Millennium
Booklet published to celebrate the 21st

Birthday of the society at the dawn of
the new millennium, lists 18 species of
Odonata recorded locally and the total
to  date  has  increased  by  just  one  as
Black-tailed  Skimmer was added  in
2009 (see detailed list below). There is,
however,  the  potential  with  global
warming  and  species  spreading
northwards  that  this  number  will
continue to grow.

I first wrote the article ‘An Introduction to Dragonflies’ for newsletter number 37, Spring
1987. At that time the society had only a few records for Odonata in the Chorley area, it
then  being  a  family  of  little  interest  to  members  who  submitted  records  as  the
identification  books  available  only  used  the  Latin  names  of  the  species.  My  late
husband and I became interested following holidays in Dorset, one of the best counties
in England for variety of species, and we were amongst the earliest members of the
British Dragonfly Society that was founded in 1983. Formation of this specialist society
stimulated interest especially as English names were agreed for species and better
identification books were produced. For several years we arranged our holidays so that
we could attend the Dragonfly Society’s meetings throughout the UK. Our ‘twitching’ of
species only recorded in the south of England at that time was to prove useful later as I
was delighted to make the first record of Migrant Hawker in the Chorley area on 12th

August 1999 when one landed in our garden and stayed for about an hour. I was not
only able to identify it  but also to take a poor photograph that was good enough to
confirm its identification and the record.

I updated the article for newsletter 81, Spring 1998 as by then far more records had
been submitted and the number of species recorded in the Chorley area had increased
to 17. In 2015, the Lancashire & Cheshire Fauna Society published ‘The Dragonflies of
Lancashire and North Merseyside’ an excellent book, which incorporated data from the
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society’s records of Odonata, and was illustrated by lovely colour photographs. As my
first  two  articles  had  been  illustrated  with  black  and  white  drawings,  the  Editor
suggested I update my article about the Odonata of the Chorley area as 10 years had
passed and also colour photographs taken by some of the society’s members who are
good photographers could now be included in the newsletters!

Dragonflies are amongst the largest, fastest flying and most brilliantly coloured insects.
They have an interesting life cycle, possessing both as larva and adults, structural and
behavioural features unique in the animal kingdom. The larval stage is entirely aquatic,
emerging from the water only to change into the adult form. Dragonflies are sun loving
creatures, most often seen on hot, still days flying in a variety of habitats but particularly
near to water.  In  poor weather they settle  low down amongst  vegetation or shelter
under the protective foliage of trees so are difficult to locate. Although dragonflies may
appear ferocious, they do not sting and are completely harmless to humans. In fact
they are probably beneficial in view of the large number of gnats, mosquitoes and other
flying  insects  that  they  consume  as  prey!  Their  presence  is  usually  indicative  of
pollution free waters.

The scientific name given to dragonflies is Odonata. This order consists of two sub-
orders,  true  dragonflies,  the  Anisoptera  and  damselflies,  the  Zygoptera.  True
dragonflies have stout bodies and huge eyes which meet at the top of the head. They
are strong fliers, having two pairs of large, dissimilar wings which are held outstretched
at  the  side of  the body  when resting.  There are  two  types of  true  dragonflies,  the
‘Hawkers’ with long slender bodies so called from their habit of tirelessly patrolling a
territory in search of food or mates, and ‘Darters’ or ‘Chasers’ with smaller squatter
bodies  named  after  their  characteristic  of  darting  out  from a  perch  to  catch  prey.
Darters  are  less  active  than  Hawkers,  often  sunning  themselves  conspicuously  on
reeds, bare patches of ground or even on roadways, relying on their extreme swiftness
of take-off.

In contrast, the damselflies are slender, rather weak-flying insects, which when resting
fold their two pairs of narrow, similar-shaped wings together over their body or leave
them partially open. Their eyes are smaller and set widely apart at the side of the head
giving them a ‘hammer-head’ appearance. 

Although there are over 5000 species of Odonata world-wide, only about 40 species
currently breed in Britain and more than half of these have restricted distribution so are
not generally recorded locally. However, in recent years due to climate changes and
global  warming,  vagrants of  some southern species have been recorded spreading
northwards.

The list below is of the 19 species of Odonata (6 Zygoptera and 13 Anisoptera) that
have to date been recorded in the Chorley & District Natural History Society’s recording
area and the generally accepted common names are used in the list together with the
Latin names. The flight periods quoted in brackets alongside the species names are for
guidance only, as during extended summers, the adults may be on the wing outside
this range. The status was that in 2017.
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ZYGOPTERA – Damselflies

Banded Demoiselle – Calopteryx splendens  (May to August)
Spreading in suitable habitats
This is the largest and most attractive damselfly that occurs locally, males having a
blue-green  body  and  dark  blue-black  ‘bands’  on  the  wings,  whilst  females  have  a
metallic green body. It generally inhabits slow moving watercourses with tall bankside
vegetation  and  silty  substrates.  The  thriving  population  along  the  River  Lostock  in
Cuerden Valley Park was the first known breeding colony in Lancashire and since its
discovery in the 1980s this species has been slowly spreading throughout the county in
suitable habitats. There are now annual records from several sites locally, especially
along the River Yarrow from Birkacre to Croston as well as Cuerden Valley Park.

Emerald Damselfly – Lestes sponsa  (July to September)
Uncommon in general but common at Belmont
This is the only species to be found locally that
rests with its wings partially open. It appears to be
uncommon  in  the  recording  area  with  the
exception of at Belmont but it might be overlooked
as it frequents still waters with plentiful emergent
vegetation  where  its  green  colour  acts  as
camouflage.  

Large  Red  Damselfly –  Pyrrhosoma  nymphula
(May to September)
Common in suitable habitat
This is the only damselfly with a red abdomen likely to be encountered locally and is
generally one of the first to emerge. Observations have been made at several sites in
our recording area including a variety of wetland habitats.

Azure Damselfly – Coenagrion puella  (May to August)
Common in suitable habitat
One of the ‘blue’ damselflies that occur locally and need careful observation for positive
identification.  The adult male has a characteristic black U-shaped mark on abdominal
segment 2. It prefers smaller, sheltered ponds with plenty of emergent vegetation.

Common Blue Damselfly – Enallagma cyathigerum  (June to September)
Common in suitable habitat
The adult male, like the Azure Damselfly, is blue with black markings but is separated
by having a club-shaped mark on  the top of  segment  2.  As its  name implies  it  is
commonly seen flying over larger water bodies, including large ponds and the canal.

Blue-Tailed Damselfly – Ischnura elegans (May to September)
Common in suitable habitat
Males have a very dark abdomen but with a bright blue segment 8, hence the English
name. This species is an early coloniser of new ponds and can tolerate a small amount
of pollution. It seems to prefer more lowland sites and is scarce in the West Pennine
Moors.
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ANISOPTERA – True Dragonflies

Brown Hawker – Aeshna grandis  (July to September)
Common

This  large,  mainly  brown  coloured  dragonfly  is  the
only local species with brown wings and is the most
frequently  recorded  and  widely  distributed  true
dragonfly in the area. It may be found in most suitable
wetland  habitats  and  is  able  to  tolerate  slightly
polluted waters. It is sometimes observed well away
from water,  in  woodland and in  unexpected places
like Chorley Town Centre!

Common Hawker – Aeshna juncea  (July to September)
Widespread but uncommon. Prefers acidic waters. 
Although the breeding habitat preference of this fast and powerful flying insect is acidic
waters, single adults are often found in other places, especially during dispersal. Local
records include sightings from near the River Yarrow, several reservoirs and pools but
the West Pennine Moors is the area where this species is most frequently seen. 

Southern Hawker – Aeshna cyanea  (July to September)
Widespread but uncommon. Prefers neutral or slightly alkaline waters. 
This  species until  recently  had primarily  a  southern distribution,  hence its  common
name.  Males,  like Common Hawker males,  have blue  and  green colouring but  the
Southern Hawker is only blue towards the end of the abdomen. Females of the two
species are similar so care is needed with identification.

Migrant Hawker – Aeshna mixta  (August and September)
Increasing as spreading northwards
Once an uncommon migrant in southern England, this species is noticeably smaller in
flight  than other  hawkers.  From the first  local  record in  August  1999,  singles were
recorded in 2002, 2003 and 2004. Since 2006 there have been a few sightings annually
but breeding has so far only been confirmed at only two sites with 4 dead and 1 live
larva found in a garden pond in Euxton in May 2008 and 1 live larva in Cuerden Valley
Park in May 2016.

Emperor Dragonfly – Anax imperator  (June to August)
Becoming quite common in recent years
The Emperor is Britain’s largest dragonfly and a very strong flier. On warm sunny days
males will patrol ceaselessly around ponds and be very conspicuous with their green
thorax and bright blue abdomen. The first local record was of a male, presumed to be a
vagrant,  in  August  1990,  followed by  another  in  1992.  Since  then,  the  number  of
sightings has increased, the most frequent being from Cuerden Valley Park where a
maximum  of  six  have  been  seen  flying  over  one  pond  and  ovipositing  has  been
observed.
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Golden-ringed Dragonfly – Cordulegaster boltonii  (June to August)
Rare. Just 2 records in 40 years!

This  is  one  of  the  largest  British
dragonflies  and  is  unlikely  to  be
confused  with  any  other  species
due to its black and yellow banded
pattern.  Both of the records have
been from the Rivington area with
singles on 11th July 1995 and 29th

July  2006.  However  due  to  the
remoteness of its acidic moorland
habitat,  it  might  be  under-
recorded.

Four-spotted Chaser –  Libellula quadrimaculata  (June and July)
Widespread and becoming quite common in recent years
Compared to the Hawkers, Chasers have short  squat bodies and conspicuous dark
patches at the base of the hind wings. The four-spotted Chaser has four additional dark
wing spots and both sexes have narrow brown abdomens with yellow sides and black
tips.  It  is  usually seen perched on emergent vegetation around ponds, ditches and
boggy  pools,  mainly  in  the  eastern  half  of  our  recording  area,  although this  might
indicate the distribution of the regular Odonata recorders rather than the distribution of
the species!

Broad-bodied Chaser –  Libellula depressa  (June and July)
Widespread and becoming quite common in recent years
This  species  has  a  characteristic
broad abdomen, which in males is
pale blue and in females (and also
immature  males)  is  yellowish-
brown.  It  frequently  perches  for
long  periods  on  vegetation  by
ponds,  interspersed with bouts of
rapid flights over the water. Males
have a wandering strategy and are
often seen at newly created ponds.
The  first  local  record,  which  was
believed  to  be  the  first  for
Lancashire, was on 28th June 1986
at Anglezarke but the second was not until 1994. Sightings are now made annually.
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Black-tailed Skimmer –  Orthetrum cancellatum  (June and July)
Rare vagrant but increasing as spreading northwards
The range of this species has been extending northwards in recent years and it was
first recorded in Lancashire at the Mere Sands Wood Nature Reserve, Rufford in June
1997. All the records from the Chorley area to date have been of single males the first
being in 2009 with observations from two sites, . No more sightings were reported until
2015 when there were four reported sightings followed by one record only in both 2016
and 2017.

Common Darter –  Sympetrum striolatum  (August and September)
Common 
The abdomen of the male is orange-red whilst that of the females and immature is
yellowish-brown.  This  species  is  widely  distributed  and  occurs  in  good numbers  in
favoured localities.

Ruddy Darter –  Sympetrum sanguinium  (August and September)
Rare. Just 8 records in total. 
The mature male has a blood-red abdomen with an obvious ‘waist’ and both sexes
have entirely black legs. This species can be confused with the Common Darter with
which it often shares a pond but when the two species are together the abdomen colour
is noticeably different. The first record for the area was on 4 th August 1996 at Cuerden
Valley Park.

Black Darter –  Sympetrum danae  (August and September)
Regular and in large numbers at a
few, mainly moorland, local sites 
The all black abdomen of the mature
male is the most obvious identification
feature  of  this  species which  mainly
inhabits  acidic  moorland  pools  and
boggy  areas  especially  those  with
sphagnum mosses. 

Yellow-winged Darter –  Sympetrum flaveolum  (August and September)
Rare vagrant. Only one record 
This species occurs occasionally as migrants into Britain but I know no details about
the one claimed to have been seen in Brinscall on 21st August 1996, other than it was
reported in the society’s 1996 Annual Report and also referred to in the Millennium
Booklet. The record was also mentioned in the Dragonflies of Lancashire book with the
added comment that 1996 was not an ‘invasion year’  and no other sightings of this
species were reported nationally!

Joyce Riley
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

Will members please note that subscriptions were due for renewal on 1st September.

Subscription rates are to remain unchanged for this season as follows:-

Grade of Membership 2018 / 2019

Adult £10.00
Family £15.00
Seniors. £8.00
Senior Family £12.00
Junior (under 18) Free

Members who attend meetings are  requested to  make a donation  at  the door.   A
charge of £2.00 is made for non-members.

Members who are not able to attend meetings may send their subscription direct to:- 

Mr Keith Woan,
80 Carleton Road,
Chorley, PR6 8UB

Subscriptions  may  also  be  paid  by  Standing  Order.   This  reduces  administration,
particularly in enabling the Society, which is a registered Charity, to claim back tax on
the subscription of those members who have also signed Gift Aid Declarations, and at
no extra cost to the member.  For further details, contact the Membership Secretary or
the  Treasurer.   Thanks  to  those  members  who  have  already  arranged  to  pay  by
Standing Order.  Thanks also to those who have signed Gift Aid Declarations. 

FIELD TRIPS

Brockholes Nature Reserve – Saturday 23rd February

Meet at the reserve car park at 9.00 am.  Please note that this is a pay car park which
uses number plate recognition technology, i.e. there are no tickets or barriers.  Just pay
at the machine when you leave by entering your car’s registration number.

Annual Bioblitz – April 27th & 28th

We  are  proposing  once  again  to  hold  a  Bioblitz  across  the  recording  area  when
members will be invited to record the flora and fauna of the CDNHS area, devoting as
much or as little time as they can afford in which ever locality they choose.  All records
will be welcomed.

Plans are also in progress to hold a Bioblitz at a specific venue – possibly in Astley
Park – to encourage members of the public to become involved in the recording of the
area’s flora and fauna.  Further details will be published at a future date.
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SUMMER EVENING WALKS

We are organising a full programme of summer evening walks once again this year on
the following proposed dates for entering into your diaries:-

May 16th, June 20th, July 18th and August 15th – all being on the third Thursday of the
month.  The walk in May is as follows:-

Withnell Nature Trail (Brinscall to Abbey Village) – Thursday 16th May.

Meet on the car park behind Brinscall Swimming Pool at 7.00 p.m. prompt.  We will
then follow the nature trail from Brinscall to Abbey Village and return.

Details of the remaining walks will be published in the next newsletter and on the web
site

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Many  thanks  to  David  Beattie,  Phil  Kirk,  Len  Poxon  and  the  late  Colin  Smith  for
photographs used in the text.
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Nov 15

Dec 13

Jan 17

Feb 21

Mar 21

Apr 18

WINTER PROGRAMME 2018/2019

‘Australia’’

‘Hedgehogs’

‘Californian Pelagics & Western Birding’

‘Foraging for Edible Fungi and Plants’

‘Shetland’

‘The Flora of Salthill & Crosshill Quarries’

Stueart Kellington

David Beattie

Dennis Atherton

David Winnard

David Tolliday

Phil Dykes

All  the  above  meetings  will  be  held  at  St  Mary's  Parish  Centre,  Devonshire  Road,

Chorley and commence at 7.30 p.m.  Please note that all meetings are on a Thursday

evening.  Visitors are welcome at all the meetings.

For confirmation of the programme and further information about the Society, please

contact the Secretary:-  Paul Brennan on 07899 766283.

Or visit our Website:   www.chorleynats.org.uk. Or follow us on Facebook and Twitter!  A

WhatsApp  group  has  also  recently  been  set  up  for  members  to  communicate

information quickly.  If you would like to join please let us know.  We will  need your

mobile phone number to admit you to the group.

DEADLINES

The deadlines for receipt of articles, letters and book reviews for the forthcoming issues

of the Newsletter are:-

No 165

No 166

Spring 2019

Summer 2019

21st April 2019

21st July 2019

All contributions for Newsletters should be sent to the Editor – 

Neil Southworth, 9, Queensgate, Chorley, PR7 2PX (01257 276065).

DATA PROTECTION

Records  of  name,  address,  telephone  numbers  and  type  of  membership  of  the
Society's members are now stored on computer.  If you object to this information about
yourself being stored in this manner, please notify the Membership Secretary in writing
of your objection.
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