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EDITORIAL

40         40
In  2019  Chorley  and  District  Natural  History  Society  will  be  celebrating  the  40th

anniversary of its founding.  To mark this special milestone, we want to undertake one
or two projects which help to preserve and enhance wildlife habitats in our recording
area, both now and in the future.

We also hope to organise a special meeting with a top speaker to celebrate what the
Society has achieved in 40 years and, in addition, plan to publish a special edition of
the Annual Report, which will reflect the changes to wildlife in the recording area over
its lifetime.

There are also two practical initiatives we would like to undertake:-

We would like to help local schools and community groups encourage flora and fauna
in their area by:

� Providing  forty  bird  and  forty  bat  boxes  for  siting  in  their  grounds  and
buildings

� Donating forty native trees and shrubs to help create woodland habitat
Both will of course have to be paid for - though we would be very grateful to anyone
prepared to donate DIY boxes -and this is an appeal for funding of the plans.  (If you
would like to make some boxes and need help, there will be links to useful sites on our
website).  The suggested amount for sponsorship is £10 which would buy up to two
boxes or approximately five trees.  All funds will be used exclusively on this project
and all the beneficiaries who receive donations from the Society will be published on
the website.

Any further suggestions from members will be warmly welcomed.

Paul Brennan (Secretary)
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FLORA REPORT

A hot dry summer is great for holidays but not so good for many of the flowers in our
countryside.  Grasses had a hard time due to insufficient rain.  I only needed to mow
my lawn twice the whole summer.   I’m sure we all  know of the fires that affected
Rivington, Winter Hill and Healey Nab.  The photo below is courtesy of NASA.  We will
just have to wait and see what effect they will have on the flora of our area.

Once July arrived with some rain, we welcomed Purple Loosestrife,  Fleabane and
Gypsywort to Yarrow Valley and Cuerden. 

 I don’t know if the wall to wall sunshine had
anything to do with it but we had a cornucopia
of  fruit  in  August  and  September  –
blackberries,  apples,  acorns  and  horse
chestnuts were abundant. 

Acorns have been abundant at Cuerden

 At Cuerden Valley Park we plan to investigate the possible planting of two species
with the agreement of BSBI and Defra.  These are serratula and genista tinctoria.  The
latter is Dyer’s Greenweed and is rare in our vice county ( South Lancashire VC59).
The latter is saw-wort and is extinct in our area.  I will keep you all informed as to
progress.

David Beattie
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FUNGI REPORT

The summer started off with very few fungi records following the very dry and warm
spell, but gradually built up through August into a quite remarkably profuse period in
September (and early October), in fact it was the best late summer I have known.  The
following fungi were recorded in the CDNHS area:-

July –Not a single fungus was recorded this month.

August – August started out with a reasonable number of fungi being recorded with
Fairy  Inkcap  and  Hoof  Fungus  seen  in  Chorley  Cemetery  on  5th,  Chicken  of  the
Woods  fungus  on  an  oak  tree  at  White  Coppice  and  a  Dryad’s  Saddle  near  to
Waterman’s Cottage on the 6th.  At Chorley Cemetery on 12th, Slippery Jack was noted
and at the same venue a week later on the 19th, Field Mushrooms and Fairy Inkcap
were seen and also a new species for the Cemetery when 25 + Rooting Bolete were
noted.

The third week of the month saw an upsurge in records with a number of large Boletes
noted in Astley Park with other Boletes including Red-Cracking Bolete, Brown Birch
Bolete  and  Xerocomus  cisalpinus  in  the  woods  on  the  west  side  of  Anglezarke
Reservoir and on the roadside near to Yarrow Reservoir.  Other fungi noted were Pale
Brittlestem at Great Knowley on the 20th, a small inkcap species either Coprinellus
callinus or Coprinellus congregates on hay bales in the Bay Horse Community Garden
on the 20th, and Fragile Brittlegill and Pleated Inkcap on the west side of Anglezarke
Reservoir on 22nd.  Also on that day several fungi of possibly the Gilded Bolete were
seen at Hic Bibi.  On the 25th August in the woods on the west side of Anglezarke
Reservoir were noted Poisonpie, Black Bulgar, Beefsteak Fungus, Summer Bolete,
Red-cracking Bolete, Sulphur Tuft and Glistening Inkcap.  

On 27th at Chorley Cemetery were noted specimens of Poisonpie, Weeping Widow,
Bovine Bolete (many), Common Inkcap, Rooting Bolete, Brown Birch Bolete, Purple
Brittlegill, Slipper Jack, Scarletina Bolete, The Miller and Copper Spike.  

Copper Spike seen at Chorley Cemetery on 27th
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On the 29th at Buckshaw village I noted a group of Scarletina Bolete, the largest had a
cap of nearly 300mm.  On the 30th a large number of Fly Agaric were noted on the
east side of Anglezarke Reservoir, also on that day, at Yarrow Valley Park, Penny Bun
Bolete,  Dead  Man’s  Finger,  Birch  Polypore,  Brown  Rollrim,  Brown  Birch  Bolete,
Poisonpie, Sulphur Tuft and Hare’s Foot Inkcap were spotted.  On the 31st several
Common Puffball were noted at the top of Winter Hill.

September –  this  month there was an explosion of records, thanks mainly  to  the
members  of  the Chorley  Photographic  Facebook page who published  some great
photographs. 

Fungi were recorded from Yarrow Valley Park – Dryad’s Saddle, Common Puffball,
Blushing  Bracket,  Bay  Polypore,  Jelly  Ear,  Shaggy  Inkcap,  Crested  Coral,  Stump
Puffball,  Hairy  Curtain  Crust,  Amethyst  Deceiver,  Glistening  Inkcap,  Variable
Oysterling, Turkeytail, False Chanterelle, Snapping Bonnet, Fairy Inkcap, The Blusher,
Candlesnuff Fungus, Fly Agaric, Black Bulgar, Giant Polypore, Small Stagshorn, The
Deceiver, Jelly Cup Fungi, Blackening Waxcap, Honey Fungus, White Saddle, Dead
Man’s  Fingers,  Common  Inkcap,  Russula  species,  Bolete  species,  Stinkhorn,
Porcelain  Fungus,  Charcoal Burner,  Birch Polypore, Oak Bracket,  Brown Conecap
and Wood Woolyfoot.

From Duxbury Woods the following were recorded – Wood Blewitt,  Veiled Oyster,
Sulphur  Tuft,  Ochre Brittlegill,  Branching Oyster,  Crested Coral,  Porcelain Fungus,
Beech  Jelly  disc,  Common  Puffball,  Beefsteak  Fungus,  Honey  Fungus,  Rooting
Bonnet,  Clustered  Bonnet,  Turkeytail,  Yellow  Stagshorn,  Wrinkled  Club,  Golden
Spindles, Common Bonnet, King Alfred’s Cakes, Brick Tuft, Wood Woolyfoot, Bruising
Webcap, Glistening Inkcap, Amethyst Deceiver, Hairy Curtain Crust, Yellow Spindles,
Shaggy  Scalycap,  Saffron  Milkcap,  Grass  Oysterling,  Brown  Rollrim,  Beechwood
Sickener, Ochre Brittlegill, Small Stagshorn, Purple Jellydisc, Plums and Custard, Fly
Agaric,  False  Chanterelle,  Fairy  Inkcap,  Snapping  Bonnet,  Artist’s  Bracket,  Birch
Polypore, Southern Bracket, Grey Coral, Candlesnuff Fungus, Stinkhorn and Split Gill.

From  Leicester  Mill
Quarry  and  the  woods
on  the  east  side  of
Anglezarke  Reservoir
near  the  old  quarry  the
following  were  noted:-
Destroying  Angel,  Fly
Agaric,  Common
Bonnet,  Hen  of  the
Woods,  Coral  Spot,
Rosy  Bonnet  ,   White
Saddle,  Sulphur  Knight,
Clustered Bonnet, Brown
Rollrim,  The  Blusher,
Amethyst  Deceiver,
False Chanterelle, Black

Bulgar,  Grass  Oysterling,  Common  Inkcap,  Porcelain  Fungus,  Green-cracked
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Brittlegill, Brown Birch Bolete, Cellar Cup, Candlesnuff Fungus, The Deceiver, Sulphur
Tuft, Dog Vomit Slime Mold, Common Earthball, Spiny Puffball, Blackening Brittlegill,
Honey  Fungus,  Girdled  Webcap,  Hares’s  Foot  Inkcap,  Pleated  Inkcap,  Shaggy
Inkcap, Scurfy Deceiver, Buttercap, Angel’s Bonnet and a possible Panthercap.

At other locations the following were seen:-
Healey Nab on 23.09.18 – The Deceiver, Sulphur Tuft, Brown Birch Bolete, Penny
Bun Bolete, Conifer Blueing Bracket (Postia caesia) and Pleated Inkcap.
Chisnall Hall on 18.09.18 – 100’s of Shaggy Inkcap.
Rivington on 15.09.18 – Green-cracked Brittlegill
Euxton – Shaggy inkcap.
White  Coppice  on  15.09.18  –  Rooting  Bolete,  Charcoal  Burner,  Ochre  Brittlegill,
Sulphur Tuft, Fly Agaric and Tawny Grisette and on 20.09.18 – Fly Agaric, Shaggy
Inkcap, Candlesnuff Fungus, Dead Man’s Finger.
In a Chorley Garden – Bird’s Nest Fungus.
Hic Bibi on 02.09.18 – Common Earthball, on 14.09.18 - Blushing Milkcap, Girdled
Webcap, Orange Webcap.
Great  Knowley  & Tan  House  Brook  Woods  on  02.09.18  –  Crested  Coral,  Brown
Rollrim, The Blusher, Common Inkcap and The Deceiver.
Chorley Cemetery on 02.09.18 – Fairy Inkcap, Copper Spike, Weeping Bolete, Purple
Brittlegill, Russula species, Bruising Webcap and Charcoal Burner.
Chorley  Cemetery  on  09.09.18  –  Clustered  Brittlestem and  on  23.09.18  –  Parrot
Waxcap, Clustered Domecap, Golden Spindles, Yellowing Knight & Common Inkcap.
Anglezarke Reservoir north end woods to east side on 04.09.18 – Purple Brittlegill,
The Blusher, Penny Bun Boletus, Common Funnel, The Deceiver.
Parsons Bullough Road, Rivington – possible Sepia Bolete.
Botany Bay, Chorley on 10.09.18  – Fool’s Funnel or Ivory Funnel.
Slacks Lane on 10.09.18 – Honey Fungus,

Fly Agarics
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The  Society’s  Annual  Fungal  Foray  took  place  on  the  26th,  September  at  White
Coppice, unfortunately just after the main period of fungal activity. Unfortunately, fungi
were thin on the ground with Fly Agaric the only species seen in any quantity. Species
seen: Hen of the Woods, Red-cracking Bolete, Oakbug Milkcap, Silky Pinkgill, Brown
Rollrim, The Blusher, Fly Agaric, Birch Polypore, Blackening Brittlegill, Sulphur Tuft,
The Deceiver, Amethyst Deceiver, Charcoal Burner, Ochre Brittlegill, Purple russula
species, Poison Pie, Ugly Milkcap. Not a single fungus was seen on the cricket field,
normally a good place for Waxcap species.

 

Undoubtedly however the outstanding find of the Summer was a specimen of the
Tiered  Tooth  Fungus  found  on  6th September.  This  is  a  rare  fungus  in  the  UK,
especially in the north and is a IUCN Red Listed Species.  Even though the location
was kept secret the fungus was completely removed  several days later.

Len Poxon
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INSECT REPORT

You would imagine that a long, hot summer would be good for butterflies.  Maybe not
entirely.  I have the strong suspicion that the July and August heatwave was too hot
and too dry for the good of our butterflies’ larvae.  I rather think that the late summer
generations will be low in numbers because of the beautiful sunny summer that we
had.  Time will tell.

There are 5 species of Hairstreak Butterflies breeding in the UK.  Of these, the Green,
Purple  and  White  Letter  Hairstreaks  occur  in  our  area.  It  is  most  unlikely  in  the
foreseeable future that the Black Hairstreak will be found in the North West as it has a
very restricted range.  Traditionally, the Brown Hairstreak was found only in the East
Midlands, South Wales and southern counties of England.  It is now being found in
Silverdale, so who knows?  We may yet see them locally.

The  Green Hairstreak was reported in small numbers from the usual area near to
White Coppice as late as the 6th July. It is the earliest flier of the Hairstreak family,
sometimes seen by the end of April.  All the other Hairstreaks are insects of mid to late
summer.
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Purple Hairstreak
There was a remarkable surge in reports of Purple Hairstreaks in July.  Normally I
receive a few records from its regular sites around Belmont plus odd records from
elsewhere. This year suddenly, they were popping up in new locations. They were
reported form a couple of sites in Euxton as well as in good numbers near to Yarrow
Reservoir,  where they could be observed at  eye level.   Egg laying was observed
there, so hopefully the colony will be long lasting.

Purple Hairstreaks are an easily overlooked species. They feed on Oak and spend
most of their adult lives up in the canopy. They don’t really come to flowers for nectar,
preferring to feed on honeydew on leaves. So it is entirely possible that these new
sites have been simply overlooked in the past. We will know better next year.

White  Letter  Hairstreaks were  seen  at
two Euxton sites. Like its cousin the Purple
Hairstreak, it spends most of its time in the
canopy of Elms and Wych Elm, so can be
overlooked. Unlike the Purple Hairstreak, it
does  come  to  flowers  for  nectar.  In  our
garden  it  seems  to  be  attracted  to
Oregano.
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Seven  Ringlets were  still
present at Withnell on 3rd July. 

Small  Coppers seem  to
have  been  quite  abundant
this  year.  Several  were
seen  near  to  Lead  Mines
Clough, but the report of 12
in a member’s garden (11th

September)  in  Adlington
was  a  really  outstanding
record. 

Small Coppers

There were two sightings of Hummingbird Hawk Moths. One in Pilling Lane on 7th July
and the other in Euxton on  25th September. 

A  nest  of  German  Wasps (Vespula
germanica)  was  found  in  an  Euxton
garden  in  July  and  was  very  active
throughout August and September.

Phil Kirk
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BIRD REPORT
July

The Mute Swan families at Yarrow Valley Park and Heapey Lodges remained intact
with 5 and 6 young respectively.   A gathering of 21 Goosander on the Douglas at
Bretherton (2nd) presumably represented two or three families.  Another family of 7
was on Syd Brook, Eccleston, also on the 2nd, so the breeding population in the area
seems to be prospering. 

Syd Brook also held a family group of 7 Mandarin Duck on the 27th.  6 young Tufted
Duck were noted on High Bullough Reservoir on the 21st.  The pair of Little Grebe on
Common Bank Lodge were seen with 2 young on the 17 th.  10 Great Crested Grebe
including  young were  on Croston  Twin  Lakes on  the  13th.   The  moulting flock of
Canada Geese on Anglezarke Reservoir numbered over 100 on the 4th, along with 20
Greylag Geese.  The first Teal back was noted on Anglezarke Reservoir on the 30th.

Family of 7 Mandarin Ducks reported from Syd Brook

It  wasn’t  a  great  month for waders with just seven species recorded.  A pair and
juvenile Lapwing were on the shore of Upper Rivington Reservoir on the 4th, and a
post-breeding flock of 20 was on Anglezarke reservoir on the same day.  A flock of
100  plus  was  on  Croston  Moss  on  the  9th.   The  low  water  level  on  Anglezarke
reservoir  attracted a few waders  including  adult  and juvenile  Common Sandpiper,
Oystercatcher and Little Ringed Plover on the 10th, with 2 of the latter there on the 29th

and another on Yarrow Reservoir (22nd).  Oystercatcher were recorded at 4 sites, but
always single birds.  Curlew, Redshank and Snipe were the other species recorded.
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Rarer  raptors  were represented  by  a Red Kite  over  Brindle  (18th)  and  an Osprey
fishing Anglezarke reservoir (22nd).  A Hobby was pursuing hirundines over Croston
Twin lakes on the 7th.  Adult Peregrines with a juvenile in tow were noted at Hoghton
on several dates and at Whittle (20th).  Buzzards were recorded at 11 sites, and these
again were often of adults with dependent juveniles in tow.  The largest group was of 6
at Hoghton on the 14th.  Similarly, Kestrels were recorded at 7 sites, again mostly of
adults with juveniles in tow.  Barn Owl records came from Bretherton Moss (1st) and
Hoghton (1st and 16th).  A Little Owl was at a regular site on Croston Moss (24th), and
Tawny Owls were recorded at 4 locations including a couple of juveniles.  A party of 8
Raven over Brinscall on the 9th could have been a couple of family groups.

Common Tern were noted at Croston Twin Lakes (1st and 13th), Heskin (16th) and the
E-shaped pond (31st).  Still by the water, Kingfisher were noted at 5 sites, which is
reassuring since the  general  consensus  seems to  be that  the  species  was badly
affected by the ‘Beast from the East’ earlier in the year.  Juvenile Dippers were seen
on the Chor at Common Bank and the Yarrow at Lead Mines Clough.  Noisy parties of
up  to  12  Ring-necked  Parakeets  were  seen  on  a  few  dates  mid-month  in  the
Collingwood / Gillibrand areas. 

 A  Green Woodpecker was seen on a
couple  of  dates  at  White  Coppice,  and
Great Spotted Woodpecker records came
from   6  sites  including  at  least  one
juvenile  (at  Lead  Mines  Clough  on  the
28th).   A  flock  of  80  Stock  Dove  on
Croston  Moss  on  the  9th was  an
impressive record.

Parties of screaming Swifts were much in evidence with records coming from 11 sites,
with typical counts of 20 birds and a best of 40 over High Bullough on the 17th.  Small
colonies of House Martins were noted on the Gillibrands, on Moor Road and along
Eaves Lane in Chorley and on Babylon Lane at Adlington.  Records of any others
would be appreciated.  Seven Sand Martin along the Yarrow at Eccleston on the 25 th

hopefully signified that there was a breeding colony somewhere along the river in that
area.  Up to 60 Swallow were seen regularly in a pre-roost gathering on Bretherton
Eyes.  120 plus were on wires in Washington Lane, Euxton (16th) and 60 were at
White Coppice (7th).

A post-breeding flock of 40 Mistle Thrush on Croston Moss on the 18th was a good
count.  The Tree Pipit near Heatherlea Woods was again noted on the 1st.  An adult
and 2 juvenile Spotted Flycatchers were seen in Lead Mines Clough on the 28th and a
pair of Bullfinch with 3 young were at the same site.  A family party of 4 Siskin was at
White Coppice (7th).  Of the scarcer summer visitors, Redstart was at White Coppice
(23rd), Garden Warbler was at Withnell Fold (7th), Grasshopper Warbler at Belmont
(20th), Reed Warbler at yarrow Valley Park and on the Rufford canal at Bretherton and
finally Sedge Warbler at White Coppice, Withnell Fold and along the Rufford canal.
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August

A Pochard  on  Common  Bank  Lodge on  the  19th was  an  unusual  record.   Other
Interesting wildfowl records included 6 Gadwall, possibly a family party, on Anglezarke
Reservoir (24th), followed by 13 Wigeon at the same site (31st).  Teal continued to
arrive with 2 on Anglezarke Reservoir (21st) and 8 on Yarrow Reservoir (31st).  6 or 7
Mandarin Duck could be found on the Yarrow and Syd Brook at Eccleston.  A Little
Grebe was noted on High Bullough Reservoir on the 19th.  The pair of Mute Swans at
Lower Healey appeared to have lost one of their young (12th).

Greenshank seen at Belmont

Despite the exponential increase in their population along the coast, Little Egrets are
still a fairly infrequent visitor to our area, so one on Anglezarke Reservoir on the 6th

was a welcome record.  Only 7 species of wader were recorded – a Greenshank at
Belmont  on  the  12th being  the  pick.   Oystercatcher  continued  to  be  seen  on
Anglezarke Reservoir until the !5th.  Singles of Dunlin and Curlew were at the same
site on the 31st.  Common Sandpiper were noted on Yarrow Reservoir on 12th and 19th,
and 6 Snipe were flushed  on Croston  Moss on the  20th.   Post-breeding  flocks of
Lapwing included 67 at Withnell Fold (12th) and 150+ at Lower Rivington Reservoir
(29th).  A covey of 9 Red-legged Partridge was at Eccleston on the 17th.

Another  Osprey  was  seen  fishing  in  Anglezarke  Reservoir  on  the  23rd.   Hobby
sightings during the month came from Bretherton Eyes, Charnock Richard, Eccleston
and Hic Bibi.  Peregrine sightings were limited to Anglezarke Moor (11th) and Croston
Moss (20th).   Buzzard records, once again, came from 12 sites  with  most  records
being of at least  2 birds, one of  which was a juvenile.  Kestrel  and Sparrowhawk
records were received from 6 and 5 sites respectively.  
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Owl of the month was undoubtedly the Long-eared seen near Red Bridge, Bretherton
on the 9th.   Barn Owls  were noted at Great  Knowley (7th)  and Bretherton Eyes (3
sightings on the 18th).  Tawny Owl records came from at least five sites with juveniles
noted at 2 of them.  Ravens were at Croston (4th) and Hic Bibi (3 on 18th).

A  Green  Woodpecker  was  again  noted  at  White  Coppice  (6th).   9  Ring-necked
Parakeets were seen flying over Whittle on the same day.  Kingfisher records came
from Common Bank Lodge, Syd Brook and Yarrow Valley Park, where an adult and 3
young were reported on the 5th.  Family parties of Grey Wagtails were noted on Syd
Brook, at Botany and at Common Bank Lodge.  Post-breeding flocks of Pied Wagtails
were noted at Anglezarke Reservoir (11 on 1st), Croston Moss (20 on 6th) and Yarrow
Reservoir (5 on 6th).

Most of our Swifts left us in the first week of the month with the last record being 3
over Yarrow Valley Park on the 12th.  Swallow numbers at Euxton built up to 300 on
the 13th, and the pre-roost flock over Bretherton Eyes numbered over 100 on the 21st.
Parties of House Martins were reported from 6 sites, including 80 at Withnell  Fold
(12th) and a similar number at Bretherton Eyes (14th).

A  Black  Redstart was
found  on  Winter  Hill
(31st).  

A Spotted Flycatcher with 2 young was at Anglezarke (15th) and a juvenile was at Hic
Bibi (30th).  Two family parties of Stonechat were noted on Anglezarke moor on the
25th.  On the move was a Wheatear at Belmont on the 31st.  Two Willow Tit were at Hic
Bibi (18th).  Flocks of Long-tailed Tits included 8 at Great Knowley (22nd) and 13 at
Eccleston on the same day.  A pair of Linnets were seen feeding young at Eccleston
(2nd).  The post-breeding flock of Mistle Thrush was down to 16 on the 9th.
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September

Pink-footed Geese started to arrive mid-month with a skein of 50 over Eccleston on
the 15th being a signal of winter approaching!  Several skeins of up to 100 birds were
seen at several locations on the following days.  Some stopped to feed with 750 on
Bretherton Eyes (28th), increasing to 2,000 by the 30th.  Up to 350 Canada Geese and
50 Greylag Geese were at Bretherton Eyes at the same time.  A Pintail at Belmont
Reservoir (29th) was a noteworthy site record, and 4 Gadwall were again recorded at
Anglezarke Reservoir  (2nd).   Dispersing Mute Swans started  to  appear at  unusual
locations including the canal at Botany Bay and Withnell Fold, and on Croston Moss.
Similarly dispersing Little Grebes were noted at High Bullough, Cuerden Valley Park,
the Douglas at Croston and on Belmont Reservoir.

The saddest and rarest record of the
month was of  a  Manx Shearwater
found dead on a footpath at Coppull
after stormy weather. 
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 Large numbers of Cormorant were noted at the beginning of the month with 46 on
Yarrow Reservoir on the 1st and presumably the same birds on Anglezarke Reservoir
on the following day.  A couple of Little Egrets were seen in flight over Eccleston on
the 29th.  It was a dire month for wader records with only 3 species being recorded,
reflecting the dry summer which led to unfavourable conditions for waders in our area.
Post-breeding flocks of Lapwing included 200+ at Lower Rivington Reservoir (9th) and
120 at Withnell Fold (16th).  Returning Snipe started to appear from mid-month with
records from Eccleston and Hoghton (17th), 10 on Croston Moss (25th) and one in Tan
House  Valley  (28th).   The  only  other  wader  record  was  a  Common  Sandpiper  at
Belmont on the 23rd.  Game bird sightings included Red Grouse on Winter Hill and
Anglezarke  Moor,  Grey  Partridge  on  Croston  Moss  and  Red-legged  Partridge  on
Bretherton Eyes.

Two records of Hobby were received including 2 attacking a large migrating flock of
House Martins at Hoghton (19th), and one at Eccleston (20th).  A Merlin was noted on
Winter  Hill  on  the  23rd.   Peregrine  sightings  came from Lead Mines Clough (2nd),
Anglezarke (13th) and Hoghton (22nd).  Kestrels were reported from 6 sites, including 5
in Lead Mines Clough on the 1st.  Buzzard sightings were numerous, coming from at
least 10 sites, often involving juvenile birds.  Sparrowhawk records were received from
8 sites, usually of hunting birds.  

There were 4 sightings of  Barn Owl from Bretherton Eyes on the 1st, and one from
diametrically opposite in the area at Riley Green (28th).  Two Raven were seen around
Morrison’s chimney on the 24th – the Peregrines do need a new nest!
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Ring-necked Parakeets continued to be noted at the regular sites of Collingwood, the
Gillibrands and Lower Burgh Meadow, but one was also seen at Euxton, where it has
previously been unrecorded.  Kingfishers were noted on the river at Yarrow Meadows,
Withnell  Fold,  Hoghton,  Cuerden Valley  Park  and Syd Brook,  Eccleston.   Dippers
were recorded on the Yarrow at Charnock Richard and at Eccleston.

Hirundines  continued  to  take  their  leave,  with  the  largest  flocks  seen  being  150
Swallow at Euxton (3rd) and 300 at Great Knowley (5th), and a massive 500 House
Martin at Hoghton (19th).  The last sightings of birds around a breeding colony in Moor
Road was on the 13th.  Also on the move were 2 Wheatear on Winter Hill (1st), and
another on Croston Moss (22nd), 2 Pied Flycatcher in Georges Lane Rivington (9th) and
7 White Wagtail on Mawdesley Moss (10th).  A couple of Black redstarts were again
seen around the mast buildings on Winter Hill on 1st, 9th and 23rd.  Willow Tits were
recorded in Tan House Valley, at Hic Bibi and at Euxton.  Flocks recorded included
300 Starling on Eaves Lane “3rd) and 100 Meadow Pipit on Winter Hill on the same
day.  150 Linnet, 25 Tree Sparrow and 20 Skylark were on Bretherton Eyes on the
30th.

Pied Flycatcher seen at Rivington

Many thanks to the following for submitting records:-

I.Ball,  D.Beattie,  D.Beevers,  P.Brennan,  M.Cookson,  P.Davenport,  B.Derbyshire,
P.Djali,  D.Downing,  T.Dunn,  J.Edwards,  M.Fishwick,  J.Frankland,  M.Graham,
M.Greenhalgh,  L.Griffiths,  P.Hodson,  J.Howlett,  R.Hoyle,  C&T.Johnson,  P.Kirk,
J.Kirkham,  P.Krischkiw,  E.Langrish,  A.Leach,  G.Lilley,  S.Martin,  M.Nightingale,
D.Morrison,  D.North,  L.Poxon,  J.Riley,  N.Root,  L.Rose,  P.Ross,  P.Rowlands,
N.Southworth,  R.Spencer, M.Stuart,  J.Sutton, C.Thistlethwaite,  N.&T.West,  P.West,
T.Westhead, I.Whittle, K.Woan.

Please continue to send your records to the forum or the editor.
Neil Southworth
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WILLOW TIT SURVEY

We have been asked by the Lancashire Bird Recorder if we would like to assist in a
Willow Tit survey, which is being organised by the RSPB to take place in 2019 and
2020.

Several tetrads in the Chorley area are amongst those which have been selected to
be surveyed.  To take part you will need to be able to recognise Willow Tits by both
call and by song.  We already have a good idea where Willow Tits occur in the area,
so it will be a good opportunity to establish their current status.

If you are interested in taking part, please let me know.
Neil Southworth
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MAMMAL REPORT

Reports of mammal sightings continue to be limited to a few of our members and I am
grateful for these.  May I urge all of you to send in your reports.  If they are sensitive
i.e. badger or otter you could always send me a private message on the Forum.  

There  have  been  several  roe
deer sightings at Great Knowley
and  badger,  fox  and  roe
sightings  from  the  Tan  House
area. 

Roe  deer  from  Cuerden  are
elusive  and  most  records  have
been  obtained  using  a  camera
trap.  There have been reports of
pipistrelles,  a  few  noctule  and
Daubenton’s  bats  at  Cuerden,
Hoghton  Bottoms  and
Roddlesworth.   There  seem  to

have been more reports of hedgehogs this year, and mainly healthy ones after dark.  I
suspect  with  more emphasis  from social  media  at  the  moment,  this  means  more
people have been looking out for them.

The  best  night  I  had
was  in  the  middle  of
September.   I  was
leading  an  event  for
young  people  on
Cuerden.   We  started
with a BBQ then went
out  with  detectors.   It
was drizzling slightly at
the  beginning  of  our
search  and  we  saw
loads  of  pipistrelles
and a few noctules.  It
then  started  to  rain
more  heavily.   This
meant  the  bats  were
uncomfortable and  we
saw them retreating under a roof tile of a nearby building.  We found a roost!!  We will
have to return in spring to do a count of them at dusk. 

David Beattie
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 GARDEN BIRD SURVEY

The  Garden  Bird  Survey  again  took  place  during  the  winter  months  between
December 2017 and March 2018.  19 completed forms were returned, which was an
increase of two over last year.  Thank you to all those who took part.  The medium
sized suburban garden remains the most numerous contributor.  The average number
of  species  per  garden  was 24.68,  which is  again  slightly  up on  last  year.   Great
Knowley was once more the winning location with two gardens there each recording
35 species, followed by gardens at Euxton, Coppull and Heath Charnock recording 30,
29 and 29 species respectively.  The distribution of gardens was as follows:-

Location
Urban Suburban Rural

1 14 4

Size
Small Medium Large

1 12 6

The total number of species recorded this year was 51, the same as last year, with
Yellowhammer in a Coppull garden being a new species for the garden list.  The total
number of species recorded in the 20 years or so that the survey has been running
now stands at 69.  The chart below is based on the number of gardens visited by each
species.  A weighting is then used to separate species in case of equality.  Thus, the
first five in the table visited all 19 gardens, but Blackbird was the most frequently seen
species based on the weighting.

Perhaps because of the weighting system, Wren is 16th in the list despite the fact that
it was recoded in all but one of the gardens.  Robin change places with Dunnock,
leap-frogging Woodpigeon in the process, to give a more expected look to the chart.
Great Tit remains in 7th place following its slip last year, which perhaps confirms its
current  status  as  a  declining  species.   Much  has  been  made  of  the  decline  of
Greenfinch as a result of the Trichomoniasis outbreak, but a similar situation seems to
have  developed  with  Chaffinch,
which  has  now fallen  to  12th in
the survey compared to 6th when
the survey began in 1998.  Song
Thrush  has  made  a  welcome
return  to  the Top 20,  displacing
Sparrowhawk in the process.

Outside  the  Top  20,  Goldcrests
were  seen  in  12  gardens  and
pleasingly, Willow Tit in 3.  Once
again,  there  was  just  a  single
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record of Blackcap and none of Chiffchaff.  The species which didn’t make the Top 20
were as follows:-

Sparrowhawk (13 gardens), Carrion Crow and Goldcrest (12), Redwing (9), Siskin (8),
Great Spotted Woodpecker and Pied Wagtail (7), Jackdaw and Treecreeper (6), Stock
Dove (5), Kestrel, Mistle Thrush, Fieldfare and Lesser Redpoll (4), Mallard, Pheasant,
Black-headed Gull, Rook, Willow Tit, Grey Wagtail and Reed Bunting (3), Tawny Owl,
Tree Sparrow and Brambling (2),  and Buzzard,  Lesser Black-backed Gull,  Herring
Gull, Feral Pigeon, Blackcap, Linnet and Yellowhammer (one each).

We will again be running the survey on the same basis in the coming winter, so I look 
forward to receiving all your forms, plus perhaps a few more besides?

Year Species
Weighted

score
Gardens
visited

‘18 ‘17 ‘11 ‘03 ‘98

1 1 1 1 1 Blackbird 56 19

2 2 1= 3 2 Blue Tit 55 19

3 5 3 1= 4 Robin 53 19

4 3 6 14 15 Woodpigeon 52 19

5 3= 4 5 7 Dunnock 51 19

6 6 11 6= 5 Magpie 48 18

7 7 4= 4 3 Great Tit 45 19

8 8 8 10 13 Coal Tit 44 18

9 9 13 16 17 Goldfinch 43 17

10 11 10 14 11 Starling 39 16

11 12 12 13 14 Long-tailed Tit 36 18

12 10 9 6 6 Chaffinch 35 15

13 13 7 8 9 Collared Dove 34 16

14 14 14 11 8 House Sparrow 33 15

15 16 --- - - Nuthatch 29 13

16 15 16 12 12 Wren 27 18

17 17 15 9 10 Greenfinch 25 14

18 23 16 17 16 Song Thrush 23 16

19 18 19 19 - Bullfinch 22 14

20 20 18 18 16 Jay 22 12
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BOOK REVIEWS

Our Place:  Can We Save Britain’s Wildlife Before It Is Too Late?
Mark Cocker (Cape/Penguin/Random House, 2018).

Derbyshire-born Mark Cocker contributes vivid nature notes to The Guardian.  In this
book, too, he writes well, evocatively; and, when the issue demands it (as it regularly
does), provocatively.  Here he takes us from the early days of British environmental
concern,  with  many of  its  roots  in  the Norfolk  of  his  own early  work,  through  the
tangled histories of such as The National Trust, RSPB, CPRE, county Wildlife Trusts,
and more (twenty-five) as well as to the contributions of leading individuals.  It is a
story  of  some  local  successes  and  more  often  disasters,  of  shared  efforts  and
distracting failures to join forces.  Conservation of species for their own sakes (not
merely to hunt or even just to photograph) is a human novelty.   There is a lot  of
catching up to do, plenty of opposition, and not much time to do it.  Species continue
to vanish – be wiped out - at an accelerating rate.

Mark observes carefully and learnedly, but is not simply a concerned onlooker: so we
begin with the squelch and stink of his own attempts to secure for the time being four
small patches of biodiversity in a corner of the Fens.  Fenland around Cley, of course,
is rich in migrating birds, and rewarding for bird watchers.  It was here in the 1920’s, it
seems,  that  the  practice  commenced  of  buying  land  and  setting  it  aside  for
conservation rather than for shooting.  In fact, The National Trust had already begun
acquiring land, country estates; but had then drifted into building maintenance rather
than securing countryside.  Early on the RSPB refused to buy Dungeness because it
would not attract the public (and the public’s funds);  and much more recently was
happy with motorway building across marshes in South Wales, for it might bring more
visitors to its local reserve.  Even on a small scale in Norfolk there could be rival local
trusts with conflicting aims and tensions among them. To quote:-

I can assert . . . that subtle rivalries exist and continue to dog the work of
wildlife-oriented communities.  It is a difficult subplot to narrate, because
no one wishes to  own to  it,  or  to  dwell  on it.   Privately,  however, the
employees of all conservation groups will admit that it occurs (p. 63).

Several chapters are devoted to ‘One of Nature Conservations Biggest Disasters’.  ICI
insisted it needed a new reservoir in Teesdale to supply its Billingham works.  Against
widespread objections, it was built, wrecking Widdybank Fell, and supplied ICI for just
ten years – until the giant Kielder reservoir made it redundant.  Millenia of rich plant
life, including bird’s-eye primroses, alpine bartsia and many more alpines, Teesdale
sandwort  and  gentians,  lost.   In  recompense ICI  donated  £100,000  for  a  detailed
survey prior to work commencing – a survey whose belated findings might even have
swayed the official enquiry sanctioning the destruction.  The petro-chemical industry at
large has turned much of our islands into green desert monocultures, the soils dead,
bees lost, birds gone.  And a much larger loss in terms of area was The Flow Country,
in the north of Scotland, ravaged to prepare for ‘a loathsomeness of conifers’ - and
then abandoned, with just the scars remaining.
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The book ends with ten interlocking hard truths, and no sugar to make them palatable.
Will you accept the challenge and read a copy – and do more than sigh?

Gerald Downing

Lancashire -a journey into the wild 
John Lamb Palatine Books 2018; 288PP; £19.99
ISBN 978-1-910837-14-6

This  highly  informative  book  is  sub-titled  “Exploring  the  untamed  corners  of  the
county” and to me immediately posed the question –can there be any genuinely wild
parts of such a highly developed and heavily populated place? (1.49 million estimated
population in 2017,  with 115,000 in Chorley itself).   John Lamb certainly makes a
strong case that there are many places that deserve the description.  He states it is
still possible to “walk with nature in wild places in the footsteps of our ancestors” and
to find sites that have been rarely visited and are still unspoilt and ‘untamed’.

The  book  has  eight  chapters  each
detailing a habitat such as ‘Grasslands’ or
‘Coast’-and  a  common  format;  an
introductory list of possible sites under the
heading “Why visit …” and another list of
interesting facts “Did you know…?” (such
as ‘Anglezarke Moor is home to the only
Severn-Cotwolds  style  of  Neolithic
chambered  burial  tombs  outside  of  the
Severn -Cotwolds.”)

Each chapter then has a gazetteer and/or
summary  of  the  sites  in  Lancashire,
followed by descriptions and commentary;
there  are  colour  photographs  on  nearly
every page.  The chapters conclude with a
list of highlights including which sites are

managed and by whom, and a helpful comment on accessibility.

For  our  recording area there are sections  on,  amongst  others,  the  West  Pennine
Moors SSSI; Yarrow Valley woodlands; Charnock Richard Pasture SSSI-described as
a nationally important grassland site; Cuerden Valley Park; and Tan House Valley.

However, the real importance of this book for me, and why I’ll be browsing through it
when the  wintry  weather  might  discourage  a trip  outside,  is  to  discover  so many
places in the wider county that John expertly and enthusiastically describes.  Get a
copy of this lovely book and it can be guaranteed you’ll be creating lists of “must see”
sites for years to come.

Paul Brennan
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FIELD TRIPS

Croston / Mawdesley Moss – Sunday 2nd December

Meet at the venue at 9.00 am prompt.  Park carefully in Drinkhouse Lane, Croston
near the garage workshop at SD 483183.

Hoghton Bottoms – Saturday 22nd December

Meet in Chapel Lane at 9.00 am.  Park just before the railway bridge.

Wigan Flashes – Sunday 27th January

A look round the flashes with the chance of birds such as Bittern and Willow Tit.
Meet at the entrance in Welham Road by Hawksley High School off Carr Lane at 9.00
am.

Brockholes Nature reserve – Saturday 23rd February

Meet at the reserve car park at 9.00 am.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Will members please note that subscriptions were due for renewal on 1st September.

Subscription rates are to remain unchanged for this season as follows:-

Grade of Membership 2018 / 2019

Adult £10.00
Family £15.00
Seniors. £8.00
Senior Family £12.00
Junior (under 18) Free

Members who attend meetings are requested to make a donation at the door.   A
charge of £2.00 is made for non-members.

Members who are not able to attend meetings may send their subscription direct to:- 

Mr Keith Woan,
80 Carleton Road,
Chorley,
PR6 8UB

Subscriptions  may  also be  paid  by Standing  Order.   This  reduces  administration,
particularly in enabling the Society, which is a registered Charity, to claim back tax on
the subscription of those members who have also signed Gift Aid Declarations, and at
no extra cost to the member.  For further details, contact the Membership Secretary or
the  Treasurer.   Thanks  to  those  members  who have  already arranged to  pay  by
Standing Order.  Thanks also to those who have signed Gift Aid Declarations. 
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Nov 15

Dec 13

Jan 17

Feb 21

Mar 21

Apr 18

WINTER PROGRAMME 2018/2019

‘Australia’’

‘Hedgehogs’

‘Californian Pelagics & Western Birding’

‘Foraging for Edible Fungi and Plants’

‘Shetland’

‘The Flora of Salthill & Crosshill Quarries’

Stueart Kellington

David Beattie

Dennis Atherton

David Winnard

David Tolliday

Phil Dykes

All  the above meetings will  be held at  St  Mary's  Parish Centre,  Devonshire Road,

Chorley and commence at 7.30 p.m.  Please note that all meetings are on a Thursday

evening.  Visitors are welcome at all the meetings.

For confirmation of the programme and further information about the Society, please

contact the Secretary:-  Paul Brennan on 07899 766283.

Or visit our Website:   www.chorleynats.org.uk. Or follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

A  WhatsApp  group  has  also  recently  been  set  up  for  members  to  communicate

information quickly.  If you would like to join please let us know.  We will need your

mobile phone number to admit you to the group.

DEADLINES

The  deadlines  for  receipt  of  articles,  letters  and  book  reviews  for  the  forthcoming

issues of the Newsletter are:-

No 164

No 165

Winter 2018/19

Spring 2019

21st January 2019

21st April 2019

All contributions for Newsletters should be sent to the Editor – 

Neil Southworth, 9, Queensgate, Chorley, PR7 2PX (01257 276065).

DATA PROTECTION

Records  of  name,  address,  telephone  numbers  and  type  of  membership  of  the
Society's  members are now stored on computer.   If  you object to this information
about yourself being stored in this manner, please notify the Membership Secretary in
writing of your objection.
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