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EDITORIAL
Welcome to a new season of indoor meetings. Lydia has once again organised a
varied and interesting programme of talks with a mixture of familiar speakers and one
or two who are new to us. Topics range from single species talks to wider ranging
geographical excursions and cover a wide range of taxonomic groups.
We still have a few copies of Colin Smith’s memorial booklet – The Birds of Yarrow
Valley Park - for sale, which might particularly be of interest to new members. Price to
members is £3.00 and copies will be available at meetings.
We also have one or two copies for sale of a couple of publications by Lancashire and
Cheshire Fauna Society. The first is ‘The (non-avian) Vertebrates of Lancashire’,
price £12.00. The second is ‘Micro-moth Field Tips’ by Ben Smart and is obviously
very much for the specialist. The price is £16.00. Again, copies will be available for
sale at the meetings.
Neil Southworth (Editor)

First meeting is September 20th “Alpine Flowers” by Irene Ridge
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FUNGI REPORT
As with last this year the spring months have been very poor for fungi, probably due to
a mixture of unsuitable weather conditions and due to under recording. However, the
following fungi have been recorded in the CDNHS area:-

April –
A large manure heap at Eyes Lane Bretheron
held a great number of Egghead Mottlegill
(Panaeolus semiovatus) in early April. A patch
of Common Inkcap (Coprinopsis atramentaria)
were noted at the Hic Bibi Nature Reserve on
21.04.18.

Egghead Mottlegill (Panaeolus semiovatus)

At Chorley Cemetery a small
group of Blistered Cup fungi
(Peziza vesiculosa) were seen
between 22.04.18 and 29.04.18.

Blistered Cap Fungus (Peziza vesiculosa)
A group of St. Georges Mushroom (Calocybe gambosa) was noted in Chorley
Cemetery on 29.04.17 and again still fruiting on 13.05.18.
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May – On the field trip to Roddlesworth on 19.05.18 a number of fungi were recorded
i.e. Hoof Fungus (Fomes fomentarius), Birch Polypore (Piptoporus betulinus), Velvet
Shank (Flammulina velutipes) and Sulphur Tuft (Hypholoma fasciculare).

Birch Polypore (Piptoporus betulinus)
The only other fungi noted were Dryad’s Saddle (Polyporus squamosus) in the small
woodland adjacent the track by the Goit just north of Waterman’s Cottage on 27.05.18
and Fairy Inkcap (Coprinellus disseminates) on a stump in Chorley Cemetery on
15.05.18.

June – The hot dry weather
this month was a very poor
period for fungi with only
two records being noted of
Dryad’s Saddle (Polyporus
squamosus) on an old tree
stump on Chancery Lane,
Astley Village and an
Artist’s
Bracket
(Ganoderma applanatum)
on a stump at Lower Burgh
Meadow on 26.06.18.

Dryad’s Saddle (Polyporus squamosus)
Len Poxon
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INSECT REPORT
There seems to have been a sudden surge in interest in reporting Bees. I should think
I received more records of various bees in the first half of 2018 than in the previous
five years put together. That is great news of course. Bees in general are not doing
too well, with notable exceptions like the Tree Bee (Bombus hypnorum) which has
spread across the country rapidly in the last few years.
In all I had reports of 13 Bee species. Mostly these were the familiar bumble bees
(Red Tailed, White Tailed, Buff Tailed and Early Bumble Bees), but several of the
mining bees were identified. Ashy and Tawny Mining Bees were seen by two
members. Gwynne’s Mining Bee, the Early Mining Bee, and the Red Mason Bee
were also identified.

Red Mason Bees Mating
Large numbers of Honey Bees were seen feeding on Sallow Catkins on Lower Burgh
Meadows in early April. I expect that this is their normal behaviour as Sallow catkins
are a valuable early source of food for early flying moths such as the Quakers as well.
I admit to not being the world’s greatest expert on Bees, this recent surge in records
has prompted me to think about them more as I hope it will you also.
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On the subject of small buzzing insects, one member in particular has been looking
out for and attempting to identify Hoverfly species (not always easy). Chiefly thanks to
him, our local list is growing slowly. Some are very distinctive such as Rhingia
campestris (seen at Heath Charnock) others can be easily confused and require
close examination. They are another fascinating group and well worth closer
inspection.

Rhingia campestris
On more familiar territory, it was good to
get records of the Black Tailed Skimmer
from Birkacre and Cuerden. It was
recorded locally last year after a couple
of years without records. The males
have a slim, powder blue abdomen with
a black tip. In colour and behaviour it is
not unlike the Broad Bodied Chaser, but
the latter has a much wider abdomen.
The female Skimmer is brown and gold.
A really lovely insect. None of the
records received refer to females.
Black Tailed Skimmer
A single Clouded Yellow was seen at Lower Burgh Meadows on May 22nd. There has
been quite an influx in the south so we may get more later in the year. Our other
migrant species, the Painted Lady was seen at four sites in June. The Ringlet was
again seen in decent numbers (estimated 20 – 50 insects) at the Withnell Disused
Railway site where it was found last summer. Green Hairstreaks were seen in the
White Coppice area with counts of up to 15. Holly Blues were seen at five local sites.
Phil Kirk
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BIRD REPORT
April
April arrived with winter visitors still to be found. A Pink-footed Goose was on Croston
Moss on the 6th. 52 Teal were at Withnell Fold flashes on the 7th and 3 Goldeneye
were on Yarrow Reservoir on the 3rd. Whilst 12 wintering Goosander were still to be
found on Yarrow Reservoir at the beginning of the month, a resident female was seen
with 10 chicks on the River Yarrow at Eccleston / Croston on the 15th. Several records
were received of Fieldfare including 35 on Tincklers Lane fields on the 6 th with 18 still
there on the 15th, as well as 6 at Coppull, also on the 15th. However just a single
record of Redwing – also Tincklers Lane Fields on the 5th – was received. 3
Brambling were in a Clayton garden on the 4th.

35 Fieldfare seen in Eccleston on 6th

A couple of Red Kite were seen in the Mawdesley area
(18th) and another was seen at Clayton (24 th). A Marsh
Harrier seen over Bretherton Eyes (28th) was maybe on the
way to breeding grounds further north. Buzzards on the
other hand were on territory locally with sightings from
Belmont, Bretherton, Croston, Eccleston, Euxton, White
Coppice, Withnell Fold and Yarrow Valley Park. A pair of
Peregrines had set about breeding at St George’s. Little
Owls were seen at regular sites at Croston and White
Coppice and Barn Owls were noted at Buckshaw and
Bretherton. Short-eared Owl was noted on a couple of
occasions on Anglezarke Moor.
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Of course, April is all about the arrival of summer visitors and birds on passage to
destinations further north. The table gives first arrival dates for both with March and
May first dates shown for completeness and last year’s dates shown in brackets:-

Garganey
Quail
Osprey
Avocet
Whimbrel
Common Sandpiper
Little Ringed Plover
Hobby
Common Tern
Cuckoo
Swift
Swallow
House Martin
Sand Martin
Wheatear
Whinchat
Ring Ouzel
White Wagtail
Yellow Wagtail
Chiffchaff
Willow Warbler
Garden Warbler
Blackcap
Wood Warbler
Sedge Warbler
Reed Warbler
Grasshopper Warbler
Whitethroat
Lesser Whitethroat
Tree Pipit
Redstart
Pied Flycatcher

(15th March)
(9th July)
(2nd April)
(12th March)
(12th April)
(1st April)
(30th March)
(5th May)
(19th April)
(15th April)
(1st May)
(30th March)
(3rd April)
(14th March)
(16th March)
(26th April)
(2nd April)
14th March
(No record)
(11th March)
(31st March)
(7th April)
(29th March)
(30th April)
(14th April)
(19th April)
(6th April)
(11th April)
(10th April)
(22nd April)
(22nd April)
(5th May)

No record
No record
21st March
No record
17th April
16th April
31st March
16th May
23rd April
20th April
26th April
25th March
4th April
22nd March
24th March
2nd May
8th April
9th April
22nd April
16th March
7th April
15th April
4th April
5th May
19th April
21st April
15th April
16th April
18th April
21st April
14th April
22nd April

Lower Rivington Res.
Ridley Lane
Red Bridge
Bretherton Eyes
Eccleston
Arley / Bretherton Eyes
White Coppice
Coppull
Bretherton Eyes
Cuerden Valley Park
Cuerden Valley Park
Belmont
Bretherton Eyes
Georges Lane / Withnell
Bretherton Eyes
Bretherton Eyes
Croston sewage works
Belmont
White Coppice
Cuerden Valley Park
Stronstrey Bank
Cuerden Valley Park
E-shaped Pond
Wards Reservoir
Arley nature reserve
Ridley Lane
Belmont
Anglezarke
Anglezarke

Whimbrel passage started with a flock of 16 at Ulnes Walton on the 17 th with birds
seen in that area for the rest of the month. Tincklers Lane fields were also favoured
with 13 there on the 19th and 25 near Syd Brook on the 28th. Fields off Jolly Tar Lane,
Coppull also had their share with 14 on the 27th and 29 on the 29th. In addition to
Whimbrel, 15 other species of wader were recorded. These included Curlew, whose
pre-nuptial gathering at Eccleston peaked at 40 on the 13th, although others were
already on territory on Anglezarke Moor, at Charnock Richard and at Withnell Fold.

7

The quickly diminishing floods at Bretherton Eyes were still attracting a good variety of
waders including 3 Redshank (1st), single Ruff (5th), 34 Black-tailed Godwit (17th), 7
Ringed Plover (25th), 11 Dunlin (26th), 4 Little Ringed Plover (26th), and single
Greenshank (27th-29th). A Little Egret was at the site on the 23rd. Making up the wader
numbers were Green Sandpiper at Croston Twin Lakes and on the Douglas, Common
Sandpiper also on the Douglas and at Cuerden Valley Park and Anglezarke Reservoir,
Snipe and Jack Snipe on Lower Burgh Meadows, plus Lapwing and Oystercatcher at
multiple locations.

Ruff seen at Bretherton
In addition to the Goosander mentioned above, Mallard with 5 young were noted at
both Common Bank and Eccleston by the end of the month. A pair of Shoveler were
seen at Bretherton Eyes on 14th and 20th. Mandarin Duck were seen in Tincklers Lane
fields (5th) and two pairs were recorded at Arley nature reserve on the 16th.
Game birds were observed on several occasions. 3 Red Grouse were on Anglezarke
Moor (7th) and 2 were near Solomon’s Temple (8 th). Grey Partridge were seen
regularly on Croston Moss including 4 on the 3 rd. Red-legged Partridges were
recorded on Tincklers Lane fields and Bretherton Eyes.

There were several records of
Green Woodpecker – happily from
three different sites – Rivington (8th),
White Coppice (8th), and Anglezarke
(15th).
3
Great
Spotted
Woodpeckers in Heatherlea Woods
were engaged in either a territorial
dispute or squabbling over a mate.
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Cuckoos were seen at Bretherton
(21st) and Buckshaw Village (24th) as
well as at regular sites in the White
Coppice area.

Mediterranean Gulls started to appear regularly in feeding flocks of black-headed
gulls, including 2 near Coppull (6th), 4 at Charnock Richard (7th) and 2 on Bretherton
Moss (12th). The first returning Common Tern arrived at Bretherton Eyes on the 23rd,
followed by a couple at Croston Twin Lakes on the 29th,
Ring Ouzel passage was fairly light with the 8th a good day to see them if you were in
the right place – George’s Lane and Brinscall Moor, followed by the 14 th when a male
was at Ward’s Reservoir and another 4 were along George’s Lane, Rivington.
Wheatear records were sprinkled across the area with sightings from Tincklers Lane
fields (3rd), the Coppull area (2 on 5th), Anglezarke Moor (3 on 7th), Winter Hill (4 on 8th)
and Bretherton Eyes (5 on 17th). Star passage bird, however, was a Yellow Wagtail
which chose to spend a few days on a manure heap at Bretherton Eyes (22 nd – 24th) in
the company of a few White Wagtails. First arrival dates of other summer visitors are
shown in the chart above, but worthy of note are Grasshopper Warblers at Ward’s
Reservoir, Talbot Mill, Lower Burgh Meadow and Cuerden Valley Park, and Lesser
Whitethroat at Wymott and Tincklers Lane fields. All three hirundine species were
observed at several locations during the month.
Other records of interest included parties of Corn Bunting with 12 on Croston Moss on
the 3rd and 10 on Bretherton Eyes on 17th. Willow Tit as noted in two Great Knowley
gardens on 3rd and 4th. A flock of 35 Stock Dove was still on Croston Moss on the 3rd.

Willow Tit in gardens at Great Knowley
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May
Late arriving summer visitors finally checked in with Whinchat on Bretherton Eyes (2 nd
and 4th), Wood Warbler on Stronstrey Bank (5th and 6th), then 2 at Roddleworth (13th)
and at least one singing in Heatherlea Woods from 22 nd to end of the month. The first
Hobby was at Eccleston (16th), followed by one at White Coppice (23 rd). Last to arrive
was Spotted Flycatcher with first sighting at Anglezarke (26 th), followed by a pair in
Heatherlea Woods (27th).
Whimbrel passage continued with 20 at Eccleston (3 rd), 7 over Whittle Bottoms (8th)
and finally 5 at Holker Lane (12th). The floods at Bretherton Eyes continued to attract
waders till the end of the first week, by which time the fields were dry and being
ploughed by the farmer. Sightings included Greenshank and Redshank 2 (1 st), a flock
of 17 Dunlin with 2 Ringed Plover on the 2nd, and 6 or 7 Black-tailed Godwit until the
7th. Elsewhere, Common Sandpiper were noted along the Douglas at Bretherton (1 st)
and in Yarrow Valley Park (9 th). Woodcock were seen roding at Heatherlea Woods
(2nd) and White Coppice (17th). Lapwing had young at Withnell Fold (4 on 6th) and on
Croston Moss (10 on 23rd).

An intriguing record from a Bird Information site was of a Black Stork over Adlington
on the 21st. There have been at least two previous of Black Stork moving north over
the area at this time of the year, so it’s possible that it’s the same bird using a familiar
route on its annual migration.

Black Stork Reported Over Adlington
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Pairs of Mute Swan produced young during the month, including at Yarrow Valley
Park (5 on 16th), Heapey Lodges (6 on 22nd) and Astley Park (2 out of 6 eggs on 24th –
so there are still some fertility issues there). A flock of 50+ Canada Geese at Withnell
Fold had 20 goslings with them (20th). Shelduck at Croston Twin Lakes were seen
with 8 young on the 28 th. A female Mandarin Duck with 8 young was noted on the
Yarrow at Croston on the 27th. Female Goosanders were recorded with 9 young on
both the Yarrow at Croston (21st) and on the Darwen at Hoghton (22 nd). A pair of Coot
with 5 young were on a pond at Eccleston (28 th) and a pair with a similar number of
young were on Smith’s lodge at White Coppice (30th).

Finally, for wildfowl, two pairs of Great Crested Grebe on Croston Twin Lakes had 7
young between them on the 28th.
Red Kite again turned up with one over Hic Bibi on the 1 st. The breeding attempt by
Peregrines at St George’s unfortunately failed. Rumour has it that they were disturbed
by a drone, but a similar rumour applies to a failed Dipper breeding attempt. The
outcome at Hoghton is not known but at least one pair bred. A pair of Sparrowhawks
were breeding in an Euxton garden. Barn Owl was also noted in the Hoghton area.
Grey Partridge were seen at Tincklers Lane fields (2 on 1 st) and on Mawdesley Moss
(4 on 9th).
Cuckoos were recorded throughout the month. In addition to the regular birds at
White Coppice, where a minimum of 2 males and a female were noted on a few dates,
gratifyingly records were also received from Withnell Moor, Whittle, Roddlesworth,
Anglezarke Moor and Shaw Hill. Common Terns were again on Bretherton Eyes and
Croston Twin Lakes, but sadly there was no breeding attempt this year at Yarrow
Valley Park. Green Woodpecker sightings came from Lead Mines Clough and White
Coppice.
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Ring-necked Parakeets were seen regularly flying
around Chorley including 3 over Lower Burgh Meadow
on the 10th.

Starling fledging was possibly a week later than average with the first record from
Coppull on the 21st, followed by Chorley (22nd), Great Knowley and Eccleston (23rd).
Flocks of juveniles were then seen squawking around the area including one of
around 100 birds at Eccleston on 28th. Other breeding records included Dipper with
young at White Coppice (7th) and Grey Wagtail with 2 young at White Coppice (22nd)
and 3 young at Croston (28th).

Yellow Wagtail
Other records of note included Yellow Wagtail again on Bretherton Eyes (12 th), Lesser
Whitethroat at Croston Twin Lakes (5th), Mawdesley Moss (6th), Hic Bibi (20th), and
Jack Green (26th). A Redstart along Syd Brook (5th) was unexpected. Redstarts were
also seen at more typical locations including Anglezarke, Lead Mines Clough and
White Coppice.
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June
Breeding records were again to the fore in June. A pair of Mute Swans was noted
with 4 young at Lower Healey. Numbers of Shelduck young were down to 7 at
Croston Twin Lakes (5th). A Mandarin Duck was with 6 young on Syd Brook,
Eccleston (2nd). A female Goosander was noted with 6 young on the Douglas at
Bretherton (3rd). If it was the same bird seen on 17th, there was sadly only one
survivor. Another female on the Yarrow at Eccleston / Croston had 9 young (6 th). A
pair of Moorhen at the north end of Anglezarke Reservoir had 3 young on the 2nd.
Great Crested Grebe breeding success included a pair with 2 young on Anglezarke
reservoir (14th) and a pair with 2 young on Heapey Lodges (27th).
Only 4 species of wader were recorded during the month. Lapwings were forming
post-breeding flocks including one of 100+ on Croston Moss (13th). A Common
Sandpiper had at least one young at Belmont (24th). Oystercatchers were recorded on
Bretherton Moss and at Anglezarke Reservoir. At least 6 Curlew on Anglezarke Moor
were hopefully having some breeding success.
Red Kite again made an appearance in the area with sightings at White Coppice (23 rd)
and at Hoghton (28th).

There were also three records of Osprey – presumably non-breeding birds – at the Eshaped pond (4th), over Duxbury golf course (10th) and over Croston Twin Lakes (16th).
Hobbies were at Eccleston (10th) and High Bullough (20th). Individual Peregrines from
the failed breeding attempt were occasionally seen on Morrison’s chimney. Buzzards
were seen regularly including 4 on Bretherton Moss (7th) and one taking a young
Woodpigeon at Eccleston (14th). Little Owl was again noted on Croston Moss. Two
Grey Partridge were on Bretherton Moss on 9th.
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The last two Cuckoo records came from White Coppice on 3 rd and 4th. Common Terns
were seen at Croston Twin Lakes throughout with 4 there on the 5 th, but there was
only one sighting in Yarrow Valley Park (17th). Kingfisher were noted on the Darwen
at Hoghton (13th), along Syd Brook (15th) and on the Yarrow at Euxton (2 on 25 th). A
Dipper was with young in Yarrow Valley Park (9 th). Ring-necked Parakeets were seen
at Shaw Hill and Whittle and 3 were again over Lower Burgh Meadow (22nd). The
flock of Stock Dove on Croston Moss had built up to over 100 by the 13th.
Swift eventually arrived in numbers and were seen across the area, including 50+ at
th
White Coppice (2nd), 15 along Eaves Lane (7th), 3 at Brindle (7 ), 40+ at Great
th
th
th
Knowley (9 ), 6 on Moor Road (10 ), 6 at Eccleston (25 ), 4 at Coppull (26th) and 5 in
Seymour Street (27th). House Martin were also seen at several sites including 20 at
Little Knowley (1st), 40 at White Coppice (2nd), 10 at Eccleston (7th), 6 on Moor Road
(18th) and 6 on the Gillibrands (13th). 3 Sand Martin were noted along the Yarrow at
Eccleston (7th), 25/30 were along the Darwen at Hoghton (11 th) and good numbers
were at a site at Ellerbeck (29th).
Breeding pairs of both Redstart and Spotted Flycatcher were at a site at Anglezarke.
A pair of Tree Pipits was located at a site near Heatherlea Woods, where Wood
Warbler was singing until at least 3rd. 4 Lesser Whitethroat were noted on Bretherton
Moss (7th) when there were also a minimum of 10 Common Whitethroat. 6 Reed
Warbler were on the canal spur near Sollom just within the area(3rd).
Resident birds having breeding success
included Tree Sparrow with 4 young on
Bretherton Eyes (3rd), Nuthatch with 4
young at White Coppice (4th), Stonechat
with young also at White Coppice (2nd) and
on Anglezarke Moor (3 on 2nd). A postbreeding party of over 10 Mistle Thrush
was on Croston Moss (13th). A minimum of
10 singing Yellowhammer were recorded
on Bretherton moss (7th).
Tree Sparrow
Many thanks to the following for submitting records:I.Ball, D.Beattie, D.Beevers, P.Brennan, M.Cookson, P.Davenport, B.Derbyshire,
P.Djali, D.Downing, T.Dunn, J.Edwards, M.Fishwick, J.Frankland, M.Graham,
M.Greenhalgh, L.Griffiths, P.Hodson, J.Howlett, R.Hoyle, C&T.Johnson, P.Kirk,
J.Kirkham, P.Krischkiw, E.Langrish, A.Leach, G.Lilley, S.Martin, M.Nightingale,
D.Morrison, D.North, L.Poxon, J.Riley, N.Root, L.Rose, P.Ross, P.Rowlands,
N.Southworth, R.Spencer, M.Stuart, J.Sutton, C.Thistlethwaite, N.&T.West, P.West,
T.Westhead, I.Whittle, K.Woan.
Please continue to send your records to the forum or the editor.
Neil Southworth
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BREEDING BIRD SURVEY
The Breeding Bird Survey 2017, undertaken by volunteers in a partnership between
the BTO/JNCC/RSPB has shown some interesting changes.
In the North West of England there are fifty-seven long term trends with 31 significant
-21 increases and 10 declines- between 1995-2106.
Many increases are highlighted in reports in forum posts and show our recording
district is in line with the region -chiffchaff (up 388%); nuthatch (234%); blackcap
(205%); goldfinch (158%); pheasant (155%); buzzard (106%) and great spotted
woodpecker (101%).
Sadly, declines are also what many would have predicted - swift (down 61%); starling
(54%); curlew (49%); greenfinch (45%); cuckoo (39%); kestrel (36%); yellowhammer
(34%) and skylark (23%).
Two in regional decline that may be doing better in the Chorley area are sparrowhawk
which are down 45% in the North West but show up well in the Garden Bird Survey
and rook (29% regionally), yet stable at least, according to the local annual rookery
census.
It is worrying that many of the species in decline are having problems across the UK
and that habitat loss is a major cause.
At least with several birds on the list -notably swift, starling and greenfinch -CDNHS
members can “do their bit” by providing food and nesting sites.
Further information is available at www.bto.org/bbs and the report can be downloaded
at www.bto.org/bbs-report
Paul Brennan
Editor’s note:- I have been taking part in the Breeding Bird Survey since it began in
1994. I survey two squares - at Brindle and Jack Green - and have completed the
survey every year except for 2001 when the outbreak of Foot and Mouth disease
meant that there was no access to the countryside.
One of the nice things about the BBS web site is that I am able to see a summary of
all my surveys over the past 25 years, so that it is possible to see at a glance how
various species have fared over the period. It has to be said that my experiences
reflect the changes outlined by Paul. Species in decline in my squares are Curlew,
Lapwing, Magpie, Skylark and House Martin. Skylark has been the most noticeable
as it is now absent from both squares. Curlew has also declined significantly since
2009. The other species mentioned have been declining steadily over the period. In
addition, Oystercatcher has come and gone, particularly in the Jack Green square. It
was first recorded in 2002 and then every year until 2015 when the last record was
made. Starling is probably also in decline although the numbers recorded can be
skewed by post-breeding flocks. Perhaps surprisingly, reported national declines are
not apparent in the results for House Sparrow and Greenfinch, both of which have
15

been fairly steady over the period. Both the squares are essentially rural, so possibly
the factors which led to the decline of the two species do not apply to the same extent
in a rural setting.
On the plus side, species increasing in number are Buzzard, Woodpigeon, Jackdaw,
Goldcrest, Chiffchaff and Goldfinch. Buzzard first started to appear regularly in 2009
(at roughly the same time that Curlew started to decline – is there a connection?).
Both Woodpigeon and Jackdaw also started to increase at around the same time in
2009 / 2010. Goldcrest numbers have been improving since 2005, whilst Chiffchaff
have been increasing since 2003.

Goldfinch numbers have been
increasing steadily since the start of
the survey to the point where, if it is
not now the commonest finch, it is
certainly the most noticeable.

There is a caveat to all this. I obviously know the squares much better after 25 years
than I did at the outset, and my own recognition skills have improved immeasurably at
the same time. Nevertheless, the disappearance of Skylark and Curlew, and the
appearance of Buzzard as a resident species can’t be affected by my relative
competence.
I have enjoyed every minute of doing the surveys – give or take the occasional herd of
frisky cows – and would happily recommend it to anyone who has an interest in bird
recording, and the changes in populations which occur over the years.
Neil Southworth
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FIELD TRIPS
Fungal Foray – Saturday 29th September
Our fungal foray this year will take place at White Coppice on Saturday 29 th
September.
Meet at the cricket field car park at 9.00 am

DATA PROTECTION
Records of name, address, telephone numbers and type of membership of the
Society's members are now stored on computer. If you object to this information
about yourself being stored in this manner, please notify the Membership Secretary in
writing of your objection.
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A.G.M. NOTIFICATION
The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Chorley & District Natural History Society will be
held on Thursday, 27th September 2018 at 7.30 pm. This will be held in the meeting room
on the first floor at St Mary’s Parish Centre, and will be essentially for the business of the
A.G.M.
Nominations are invited for all officers and Committee. Please note especially that the post
of Secretary is currently still vacant. Please ensure that the nominee is willing to stand for
election and give written nominations, together with names of proposer and seconder to Mr.
P. Kirk, Mill End, Dawbers Lane, Euxton, Chorley, on or before Thursday 20 th September
2018.
Nomination forms are available from Mr. P. Kirk (Tel 01257 266783) or Mr. K. Woan,
Chairman (Tel 01257 278759).
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Will members please note that subscriptions were due for renewal on 1 st September.
Subscription rates are to remain unchanged for next season as follows:Grade of Membership

2018 / 2019

Adult
Family
Seniors.
Senior Family
Junior (under 18)

£10.00
£15.00
£8.00
£12.00
Free

Members who attend meetings are requested to make a donation at the door. A
charge of £2.00 is made for non-members.
Members who are not able to attend meetings may send their subscription direct to:Mr Keith Woan,
80 Carleton Road,
Chorley,
PR6 8UB
Subscriptions may also be paid by Standing Order. This reduces administration,
particularly in enabling the Society, which is a registered Charity, to claim back tax on
the subscription of those members who have also signed Gift Aid Declarations, and at
no extra cost to the member. For further details, contact the Membership Secretary or
the Treasurer. Thanks to those members who have already arranged to pay by
Standing Order. Thanks also to those who have signed Gift Aid Declarations.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Many thanks to Joan Smith for kindly allowing us the continuing use of her late
husband Colin’s photographs in our publications.
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WINTER PROGRAMME 2018/2019
Sep 20

‘Alpine Flowers’

Dr Irene Ridge

Sep 27

Annual General Meeting

Members Only

Oct 18

‘A Swift Recovery’

Louise Bentley

Nov 15

‘Australia’’

Dec 13

‘Hedgehogs’

Jan 17

‘Californian Pelagics & Western Birding’

Feb 21

‘Foraging for Edible Fungi and Plants’

David Winnard

Mar 21

‘Shetland’

David Tolliday

Apr 18

‘The Flora of Salthill & Crosshill Quarries’

Stueart Kellington
David Beattie
Dennis Atherton

Phil Dykes

All the above meetings will be held at St Mary's Parish Centre, Devonshire Road,
Chorley and commence at 7.30 p.m. Please note that all meetings are on a Thursday
evening. Visitors are welcome at all the meetings.
For confirmation of the programme and further information about the Society, please
contact:- Keith Woan on Chorley (01257) 278759.
Or visit our Website: www.chorleynats.org.uk. Or follow us on Facebook and Twitter!
DEADLINES
The deadlines for receipt of articles, letters and book reviews for the forthcoming
issues of the Newsletter are:No 163

Autumn 2018

21st October 2018

No 164

Winter 2018/19

21st January 2019

All contributions for Newsletters should be sent to the Editor –
Neil Southworth, 9, Queensgate, Chorley, PR7 2PX (01257 276065).
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