QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
Newsletter No. 161

Spring 2018

Chorley and District Natural History Society is a
Registered Charity: Registration Number 513466
DATA PROTECTION
We are required to contact members because on the 25th May the law is changing
and the new “General Data Protection Regulation” (GDPR) will come into effect
replacing the “Data Protection Act”.
Chorley & District Natural History Society has a database which includes such things
as each member’s address, telephone number(s), perhaps date of birth and possibly
email address. We do not however keep any Credit or Debit Card details on file.
We promise to respect your personal information and your privacy and we will NOT
share or sell your information on to any person or organisation without first seeking
your permission.
The new GDPR law requires Chorley and District Natural History Society to ask
members how they wish us to continue to contact them. There are a number of
choices which include by Post, by Email, by Telephone or by Text. Of course, this is
also the opportunity for you to say “No! Please do not contact me anymore!”
So could members please either reply by Email or by completing the form enclosed in
this Newsletter and returning it to us as soon as is practicable.
Keith Woan (Chairman)
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FLORA REPORT
A chest infection prevented me from taking part in the BSBI New Year Plant Hunt, but
at least I noted hazel catkins and snowdrops from my dining room window. In
Cuerden Valley Park, I noted hairy bittercress, groundsel and even some ivy leaved
toadflax still in flower from last year. A yellow explosion of daffodils at the A6 entrance
to Clayton Brook brightened each start of my days from 21st of January. The day after
we had pussy willow and crocus also in flower. Lesser celandine, common field
speedwell and opposite leaved golden saxifrage managed to flower just before
February.
February was very cold thanks to the “Beast from the East”. Comfrey, red campion
and dog’s mercury managed to flower despite the severe low temperatures.
Just when we thought spring had arrived , we had a bad snowfall on March 8th. This
only lasted a day and, as soon as it thawed, coltsfoot appeared in Cuerden Valley
Park. Barren strawberry and wood anemone managed to show by the end of March.
April shows signs of improving temperatures but we will leave that to our next
newsletter.

Wood Anemone in flower by the end of March
David Beattie
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BIRD REPORT
January
The New Year started with Bretherton Eyes, and to a lesser extent, Croston Moss still
the main focus for the local birding community. Bretherton attracted a few of the
scarcer duck species including Wigeon on the 22 nd, Pintail (5 on the 24 th) and Shoveler
(4 on the 26th). Shelduck numbers increased from a single bird on the 1 st to 65 by the
31st. Teal were often present in large numbers including 110 on the 24th. 3 Whooper
Swan were present on the 7th, but, generally speaking, they were more likely to be
found on Croston Moss including 30 on the 14 th and 20 on the 22 nd. Similarly, Pinkfooted Geese tended to be found on the moss although 1000 on the 4 th was the last
record.
The Great White Egret
remained on Croston Moss
throughout the month with
just the odd foray to
Bretherton Eyes (3rd). A
Little Egret was in the
White
Coppice
area
throughout the month whist
up to 4 were in the Croston
Finney / sewage works
area at least for the first
two weeks. Water Rails
were recorded at the Eshaped pond (7th) and in
Yarrow Valley Park on
several dates.
Lapwing flocks included 200 on Croston Finney (2 nd), 60 at Belmont reservoir (7 th) and
250 on Bretherton Eyes (10 th). A Ruff on Croston Moss on the 6 th was a nice surprise
for the observer. At least 2 Green Sandpiper were noted in the Croston sewage works
/ Twin Lakes area on several dates and similarly 2 were seen along Syd Brook at
Eccleston, suggesting that at least 4 birds were wintering in the area. Snipe were
located at several sites including a count of 40 on Croston Moss on the 2 nd. Jack
Snipe were recorded on Lower Burgh Meadow (8th) and Tincklers Lane fields (10th). 8
Woodcock were flushed near the E-shaped pond (7th) and one was along Syd Brook
on the 13th.
Best raptor was a Merlin on Croston Finney on the 11 th. Peregrines were seen
regularly on Bretherton Eyes and around Morrison’s chimney. Others were seen at
Eccleston and Whittle-le-Woods. Kestrel records came from six sites including 4 at
Eccleston on the 5th. Buzzards too were recorded at six sites including 3 together at
Great Knowley (12th). Sparrowhawks were noted at 4 locations, only one of which was
a member’s garden! Three owl species were recorded – Little at Great Knowley (21 st),
Tawny regularly at Eccleston and Euxton, and Barn Owl at Eccleston, Belmont and
unusually at Cuerden Valley Park.
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Four Red Grouse seen on Winter Hill
Game birds included an impressive 19 Grey Partridge at Coppull on the 28 th with a few
also on Croston Moss on the same day. Parties of its Red-legged cousin were seen
regularly at Bretherton Eyes. 10 Pheasant were noted at Eccleston on the 5 th. 4 Red
Grouse were on Winter Hill on the 2nd and another was noted on Anglezarke Moor on
the 5th. Large flocks of Woodpigeon were noted including one of around 1000 birds
near Great Hanging Bridge on the 22nd.
Good-sized flocks of Redwing were recorded including 100 at Heskin (3rd), 40 on
Croston Moss (6th), 60 at Eccleston (13th) and 50 at Coppull (28th). Fieldfare flocks
were smaller in number including 16 at Eccleston (6th), 10 on Bretherton Eyes (6th), 12
on Croston Moss (6th) and 40 at Croston sewage works (21 st). One or 2 Brambling
could be found in the Chaffinch flock on Croston Finney. Over-wintering Blackcaps
were seen at Clayton-le-Woods (18th) and at Hoghton (30th).
Significant flocks included 100+ Skylark on Bretherton Eyes and around 200 on
Croston Moss. 100+ Starling were also on Bretherton Eyes and 120 were at
Eccleston. 100+ Chaffinch were on Croston Finney and 200+ Linnet were at both
Croston Moss and Croston sewage works. Smaller flocks included 38 Pied Wagtail at
Eccleston (25th). and 40 at Coppull (28th). Flocks of Buntings on Croston Moss
included 10 Yellowhammer, 30 Corn and 35 Reed Bunting.
Other records of note included Mediterranean Gull with the Black-heads on Bretherton
Eyes (26th), 3 Ring-necked Parakeets at Lower Burgh (9th) and Green Woodpecker
near Anglezarke Reservoir (10th).
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February
10 Whooper Swan were on Croston Moss on the 5th, then a herd of up to 21birds
spent a few days on Bretherton Eyes from the 7 th. The only Pink-footed Goose record
of note was of 200 on Croston Finney on the 2nd. Shelduck numbers at Bretherton
Eyes remained high with a peak count of 79 on the 16 th. A Shoveler was again at the
site (2nd) and a couple of Pintail were there from 11 th to 19th. 60 Teal were present on
the 2nd. Elsewhere the lone male Pochard remained at Anglezarke Reservoir
throughout, 11 Mandarin were at Eccleston on the 26 th and at least 30 Teal were at
Withnell Fold on the 18 th. There was no record of Great White Egret, but little Egret
records came from 4 sites – Bretherton Eyes, Croston Finney, Syd Brook and Croston
sewage works where 2 were seen on the 3 rd. Water Rail were noted at Yarrow Valley
Park and Wymott ponds.
Excluding herons, 11 species of wader were recorded. Oystercatcher had begun to
return inland with 4 at Bretherton Eyes on the 3 rd. 9 were on Croston Finney on the
9th, 20 at Ulnes Walton (19th) and 2 at Buckshaw (23rd). Although a few Lapwing were
beginning to appear at traditional territories such as Lower Healey, others were still in
large flocks including 300 at Bretherton Eyes, 300 on Croston Moss, 200 at Withnell
Fold and 50 at Hic Bibi. A flock of around 100 Golden Plover moved around the
Bretherton Eyes / Croston Moss areas, often splitting into smaller flocks of between 40
and 70 birds.
A couple of Ringed Plover were
on the floods at Bretherton
Eyes from 23rd to 25th, and 10
Black-tailed Godwit were there
on the 21st. Redshank had also
begun to return inland with
birds on Croston Finney and
Bretherton Eyes. Curlew too
were returning to territories
including an early bird on
Winter Hill on the 7th, and 4
each at Bretherton Eyes and
Eccleston during the month.
The
wintering
Green
Sandpipers were again seen regularly at Croston Twin Lakes and Syd Brook. Snipe
and Jack Snipe on Croston Finney, Lower Burgh Meadow and Great Knowley and
Woodcock at Eccleston Delph completed the species count.
Belmont Reservoir had one of its purple patches for raptors with Marsh and Hen
Harrier and Merlin recorded on the 23rd and 24th. Merlin were also noted on Croston
Finney and Bretherton Eyes on 2 or 3 occasions. Multiple Buzzard sightings included
4 at Bretherton Eyes (2nd) and 3 at Withnell Fold (18th). Sparrowhawk were noted at
Bretherton, Croston and Chorley, Kestrel were at 5 sites and Peregrine were on
Croston Finney and at Morrison’s chimney. Tawny Owls were recorded in Chorley
and Eccleston. Barn and Little Owl were each recorded at three sites.
5

Up to 400 Black-headed Gulls were regularly on Bretherton Eyes. On a couple of
occasions a Mediterranean Gull was found amongst them and on the 25 th a Yellowlegged Gull. Woodpigeon numbers at Bretherton remained around the 1000 mark. A
Ring-necked Parakeet at Euxton was at a new site for the species.

Fieldfare were the dominant winter thrush

Fieldfare became the dominant winter thrush, reversing January’s tendency. Flocks of
up to 100 were at Bretherton Eyes, 60 at Euxton and 50 at Belmont. Flocks of around
20 Redwing were observed at Brindle, Eccleston, Euxton, Great Knowley and
Wheelton. A massive flock of several hundred Skylark was on Croston Finney on the
4th, and up to 200 were on Bretherton Eyes throughout the month. A flock of 100
Linnet was on Croston Finney (17 th) and a flock of 18 in a Coppull garden was a nice
surprise on the 18th. 44 Pied Wagtail were on Tincklers Lane fields on the 2 nd and 40
were at Croston sewage works on the 23rd.
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March
A Barnacle Goose of unknown origin was on Big Lodge at Yarrow Valley Park on the
16th – possibly the Belmont bird on an away day. The only Pink-footed Goose record
was of a flock of 24 over Eccleston on the 24 th. 72 Canada Geese were at Withnell
Fold flashes on the 4th. Shelduck numbers at Bretherton Eyes began to tail off as
birds dispersed to their breeding territories. 20 there on the 3 rd had reduced to 6 by
the 17th. The site continued to play host to the scarcer duck species including Wigeon
(4 on the 11th), Shoveler (16th), Gadwall (29th & 30th) and Pintail up to 8 between 6th
and 23rd. Teal were still present in numbers including 60 on the Douglas (3 rd), 200 at
Bretherton Eyes (7th) and 83 at Withnell Fold (9th). The Pochard remained at
Anglezarke until at least the 22nd. 42 Goosander roosted on Yarrow Reservoir on the
19th, where there were also 4 Goldeneye, which is as good a count as we get these
days. Little Egrets were seen again on Syd Brook and at White Coppice, both on the
3rd.
It was another great month for waders with 14 species being recorded. New for the
month were Dunlin with 12 on Bretherton Eyes (2nd) and 6 there on the 16th. A Ruff
was at the site on the 9 th, followed by a flock of 45 on the 29 th. Finally, a Little Ringed
Plover dropped in on the 31st. Its larger cousin had been recorded there on 10 th and
19th. Golden Plover flocks continued to be seen on Bretherton Moss, Croston Moss
and Bretherton Eyes, the largest being 100 at the latter site on the 24 th. Black-tailed
Godwits were also seen at Bretherton Eyes throughout the month with the peak count
being 36 on the 27th. Curiosity of the month was a Snipe up to its breast in snow on a
road on Hartwood estate!
The first Osprey of the
year passed through on
21st as it moved up
Lower
Rivington
Reservoir, seemingly a
regular migration route
and
perhaps
not
surprising
with
the
string of reservoirs from
Lower
Rivington
through to Anglezarke.
Buzzards were seen at
12 sites, all potentially
breeding territories, with
a few other regular
locations not amongst
them, giving a possible
breeding population of around 20 pairs in the recording area. Peregrines were still at
Bretherton Eyes and Croston Moss at the beginning of the month, but thereafter
records came mainly from known breeding sites. A Merlin was again noted at
Bretherton Eyes on the 16th. Barn Owl records came from 5 sites spread across the
recording area. A Short-eared Owl was over Anglezarke Moor on the 21st.
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Redwings were in short supply with a flock of 30 at Eccleston on the 9 th being the only
significant record. Fieldfare by contrast were present throughout the month in
reasonable sized flocks, including 50 at Eccleston (5th), 50 on Croston Moss (7th), 70
at Hic Bibi (18th), 50 at Hoghton (24th) and 40 at Bretherton Eyes (30th). Brambling
records were confined to gardens including one at Great Knowley (23 rd) and 5 in a
Chorley garden (31st).
The main excitement in March, however, is the anticipation of the return of summer
migrants. In addition to the Little Ringed Plover and Osprey mentioned above, a
Chiffchaff at Croston sewage works on the 16th was probably new in. Certainly new
were the Sand Martin at Cuerden Valley Park (22 nd), Wheatear at Belmont (24th) and
Swallow at Euxton (26th). A male Blackcap in an Eccleston garden (4 th & 6th) was
almost certainly a wintering bird.

Swallows back by 26th March
Many thanks to the following for submitting records:I.Ball, D.Beattie, D.Beevers, P.Brennan, M.Cookson, P.Davenport, B.Derbyshire,
P.Djali, D.Downing, T.Dunn, J.Edwards, M.Fishwick, J.Frankland, M.Graham,
M.Greenhalgh, L.Griffiths, P.Hodson, J.Howlett, R.Hoyle, C&T.Johnson, P.Kirk,
J.Kirkham, P.Krischkiw, E.Langrish, A.Leach, G.Lilley, S.Martin, M.Nightingale,
D.Morrison, D.North, L.Poxon, J.Riley, N.Root, L.Rose, P.Ross, P.Rowlands,
N.Southworth, R.Spencer, M.Stuart, J.Sutton, C.Thistlethwaite, N.&T.West, P.West,
T.Westhead, I.Whittle, K.Woan.
Please continue to send your records to the forum or the editor.
Neil Southworth
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MAMMAL REPORT
The year started as the old one finished with several sightings of otters in various
locations in Cuerden Valley Park, but none after mid-February. Sadly, we also found
a carcass of an otter in the centre of the Park. There were also a few records of fox in
the park as well. One report was of two together and a separate one on the other side
of the same field. Roe deer were noted from time to time near the new visitor centre.

Roe Deer seen at Cuerden and at great Knowley
Other areas where fox were noted included Great Knowley, Eyes Lane, Bretherton
and Anglezarke. Roe deer had the largest number of reports from Great Knowley,
Cuerden, White Coppice, Eccleston and Anglezarke. We had a very early bat sighting
on February 21 and not until more than four weeks later did someone report another,
this being on March 26.
Now that we have some more mammal traps, we may receive more reports. I will be
doing a training session soon, but it needs to be without a raining session. I will let
members know.
David Beattie
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REARING ORANGE TIPS
A persistent peculiarity of mine each May and June is that I like to examine the flower
heads of Lady’s Smock and Hedge Garlic to see if I can spot the distinctive eggs of
the Orange Tip butterfly. They must be the easiest butterfly eggs to find (except for
the Large White if you grow cabbages in your garden). Last year (2017) seemed to be
a particularly good year for finding
the eggs. The field where I found
a lot of eggs was about to be
mown, so I decided to rescue
some. In all I collected 5 eggs and
transferred them to our kitchen.
When first laid, the eggs are
white, but change to bright orange
in a couple of days. Look for them
just below the flowers as this part
will develop into the seed pod
after pollination.

Soon after that, the tiny (2mm) larvae
emerge. Their first meal is the empty egg
case. When they finish that they move on
to the plant’s seed pods on which the eggs
were deposited.

To begin with the larvae are a sort of amber
colour and are semi-translucent. As they feed,
they change to a green colour.
Care has to be taken to keep the larvae
separate from one another. I have been told
that they can be cannibalistic – larger
caterpillars will apparently feed on smaller ones.
I have never witnessed this behaviour so cannot
confirm it.
I reared my larvae on Hedge Garlic as it is
readily available in our garden. All but one of
the eggs was found on Lady’s Smock (Cuckoo
Flower).
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In captivity it only takes a couple of weeks for the larvae to reach their full size.
They will then be about 2cm long and their green bodies have distinct white stripes
along each side. When they stop feeding they attach themselves to the plant by a
silk pad and then spin a silk thread around their own mid point. This firmly attaches
them to the plant. They then release their head end, lean away from the plant and
in that posture they pupate.

The pupa is green at first but turns to straw brown as it ages. It is obvious when they
are about to emerge as the orange wing colour of the males and the black of the
females will show though the pupal case.
I kept them in the garage over winter and they started to emerge on April 19 th. 3
males and 2 females emerged. Typically, the weather turned cold as soon as they
emerged, but I waited for a bit of sunshine before releasing them. I watched all of
them feeding in the garden before they flew off, hopefully to mate and start the cycle
again.
Time to go and find some more eggs.

Orange Tips - Female on the left and Male on the right
Phil Kirk
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BELMONT TOAD PATROL
To the sounds of drumming snipe, singing grasshopper warblers and calling curlew
and tawny owls, half a dozen Chorley Nats members have spent several April
evenings roaming the road around Ward’s Reservoir, Belmont (also known as the
Blue Lagoon) rescuing common toads.
Belmont has two places where toads migrate across roads and Ward’s is both the
busiest for toads and thankfully, the quietest for traffic. Yet though Rivington Rd is not
as dangerous for humans as the A675, it can still be deadly for toads who are highly
vulnerable to traffic. Reports hundreds killed in their migrations in the recent past
made the CDNHS members act; a toad patrol was organised, registered with
Froglife.org so it is on the Natural England / Department of Transport database and all
is official.
The toad patrol spent a couple of hours when traffic was heaviest ferrying toads, frogs
and a couple of newts across the road to the safety of deep water. Some toads have
been unfortunately killed - missed by the patrol - but a good number have been saved.
At the 16th of April the numbers saved were: toads 155, (killed 27); frogs 9, smooth
newts 2.
It’s worth remembering that toad tadpoles are a major food source for newts, fish,
beetle and dragonfly larvae and birds plus more -so rescuing some to spawn will
enhance not just the survival chances of toads in the area but many other species too.
I’d like to acknowledge the support of the patrollers:- Paul, Tony and Tracey Dunn,
Carol, Neville, Mark and Dan. A special mention to Steve Martin who was extremely
helpful and supportive and whose advice was a key factor in the success of the patrol.
Joyce Riley was also an enthusiastic supporter from the start and introduced me to
Steve.

See you all again in 2019!
Paul Brennan
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OPENING BATSMEN
After a winter of discontent due to a chest infection, I was glad to get out at long last. I
joined other members of the North Lancashire Bat Group for one of their winter
surveys of hibernating bats. Most of the group I accompanied were licensed for bat
work, so I was there to learn and gain experience. The caves we were inspecting
were on private land and we had obtained permission beforehand for access. It was a
wet day and much of the ground was not only steep in some places, but also slippy
with mud. We had head torches for finding our way into the caves and small hand
torches for searching in the nooks and crannies for the bats.
The first cave was not too bad at the entrance but as with all the caves great care had
to be taken looking for any animals that might be hibernating in the walls. A bat was
noted within 10 metres of the entrance so we all proceeded with our usual caution.
Brown long eared, Brandt’s and Natterers were all noted here.
The next cave had a very narrow entrance. Due to my winter inactivity, my flexibility
was not up to its usual standard so I chose common sense over valour and came out
earlier than my colleagues. This meant I missed seeing 3 Brown long eared bats.
Our final destination was a short tunnel with access down another muddy slope.
Immediately above us in a small crack we just managed to spot a Brown long eared
bat hiding behind a large snail shell.
On our way back to base I also noted King Alfred’s cake fungus, a small amount of
yellow brain fungus and Dog Mercury in flower. The thrill of recording so many bats
meant we hardly noticed the cold and damp, at least until the welcome cup of tea
reminded us what warmth really was!

David Beattie
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EVENING WALKS
The walks take place on the third Thursday of the month and commence at 7.00 pm
prompt at the venue.
Roddlesworth – Thursday 17th May
A walk around Roddlesworth woods and reservoirs, where we have the possibility of
seeing / hearing Common Sandpiper, Cuckoo, Redstart, Tree Pipit, Wood Warbler
and Spotted Flycatcher, and if we stay for long enough, roding Woodcock.
Meet at the visitor centre car park at Tockholes.
Lower Burgh Meadows – Thursday 21st June
A visit to Lower Burgh Meadows during Swift Awareness Week. We may see some
flying overhead, and with luck a few of the warblers may still be singing.
Meet at the main Yarrow Valley Park car park..
Heskin – Thursday 19th July
A walk around the Heskin and Eccleston areas.
Park in Bannister Green at its junction with Wrennals Lane.
522163.

Grid Reference SD

Whins Lane, Wheelton – Thursday 16th August
A walk along the canal from Higher Wheelton to Top Lock and return via Whins Lane.
Park in the car park at the top end of Whins Lane near its junction with the A674
Chorley to Blackburn Road at SD604221.
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A.G.M. NOTIFICATION
The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Chorley & District Natural History Society will be
held on Thursday, 27th September 2018 at 7.30 pm. This will be held in the meeting room
on the first floor at St Mary’s Parish Centre, and will be essentially for the business of the
A.G.M.
Nominations are invited for all officers and Committee. Please note especially that the post
of Secretary is currently still vacant. Please ensure that the nominee is willing to stand for
election and give written nominations, together with names of proposer and seconder to Mr.
P. Kirk, Mill End, Dawbers Lane, Euxton, Chorley, on or before Thursday 20 th September
2018.
Nomination forms are available from Mr. P. Kirk (Tel 01257 266783) or Mr. K. Woan,
Chairman (Tel 01257 278759).
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Will members please note that subscriptions will be due for renewal on 1 st September.
Subscription rates are to remain unchanged for next season as follows:Grade of Membership

2018 / 2019

Adult
Family
Seniors.
Senior Family
Junior (under 18)

£10.00
£15.00
£8.00
£12.00
Free

Members who attend meetings are requested to make a donation at the door. A
charge of £2.00 is made for non-members.
Members who are not able to attend meetings may send their subscription direct to:Mr Keith Woan,
80 Carleton Road,
Chorley,
PR6 8UB
Subscriptions may also be paid by Standing Order. This reduces administration,
particularly in enabling the Society, which is a registered Charity, to claim back tax on
the subscription of those members who have also signed Gift Aid Declarations, and at
no extra cost to the member. For further details, contact the Membership Secretary or
the Treasurer. Thanks to those members who have already arranged to pay by
Standing Order. Thanks also to those who have signed Gift Aid Declarations.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Many thanks to Joan Smith for kindly allowing us the continuing use of her late
husband Colin’s photographs in our publications.
15

WINTER PROGRAMME 2018/2019
Sep 20

‘Alpine Flowers’

Dr Irene Ridge

Sep 27

Annual General Meeting

Members Only

Oct 18

‘A Swift Recovery’

Louise Bentley

Nov 15

‘Australia’’

Dec 13

‘Hedgehogs’

Jan 17

‘Californian Pelagics & Western Birding’

Feb 21

‘Foraging for Edible Fungi and Plants’

David Winnard

Mar 21

‘Shetland’

David Tolliday

Apr 18

‘The Flora of Salthill & Crosshill Quarries’

Stueart Kellington
David Beattie
Dennis Atherton

Phil Dykes

All the above meetings will be held at St Mary's Parish Centre, Devonshire Road,
Chorley and commence at 7.30 p.m. Please note that all meetings are on a Thursday
evening. Visitors are welcome at all the meetings.
For confirmation of the programme and further information about the Society, please
contact:- Keith Woan on Chorley (01257) 278759.
Or visit our Website: www.chorleynats.org.uk. Or follow us on Facebook and Twitter!
DEADLINES
The deadlines for receipt of articles, letters and book reviews for the forthcoming
issues of the Newsletter are:No 162

Summer 2018

21st July 2018

No 163

Autumn 2018

21st October 2018

All contributions for Newsletters should be sent to the Editor –
Neil Southworth, 9, Queensgate, Chorley, PR7 2PX (01257 276065).
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