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EDITORIAL
Just a brief note to say that we are hoping to hold an area wide Bio-blitz on 28 th / 29th
April, as we did last year, instead of the Bird Race. Further details will be posted on
the web site and at indoor meetings. It should provide us with plenty of records at an
important time of the year.
Neil Southworth (Editor)
FLORA REPORT
In Cuerden Valley Park, apart from the usual colourful display of Michaelmas daisies,
there were still some himalayan balsam, red campion, wild carrot, selfheal and white
dead nettle in flower. Horse chestnuts littered parks and pavements all over the
borough as did acorns. A large percentage of these were knopper galls.

As we moved into November not only was there
some meadowsweet still in flower, (photo
opposite) but I had reports of marsh marigold and
primroses. Ivy blossom was still providing food for
wasps and the occasional butterfly, indicating how
much our climate is changing. In mid-November
we had one or two frosty mornings which brought
everything back to normality.
In December we had frost and snow, yet, despite
this, ivy-leaved toadflax persisted in Cuerden
Valley Park. The usual ubiquitous daisies and
gorse were also still in evidence. There was also
a report of snowdrops just beginning to peep
through at the end of the month.

David Beattie
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FUNGI REPORT
The late autumn and early winter months proved to be a better period for fungi than
the early autumn, although not as good as last year in terms of numbers or species
diversity. The mild spell in November encouraged some second flushes of some
species, but frosts in late November and December soon cut the numbers down.
October –Chorley Cemetery provided the most records, followed by White Coppice
Cricket field and the adjacent woods alongside the Goit.

Trooping Funnel
In Chorley Cemetery around 30 species were identified during the month including,
Clustered Brittlestem (Psathyrella multipedata), Trooping Funnel (Clitocybe geotropa),
Common Funnel (Clitocybe gibba ), Fragrant Funnel (Clitocybe fragrans ), Glistening
Inkcap (Coprinellus micaceus), Common Inkcap (Copinopsis atramentaria ), Shaggy
Inkcap (Coprinus comatus), Honey Fungus (Armillaria mellia), Orange Peel Fungus
(Aleuria aurantia), Coconut Milkcap (Lactarius glyciosmus), Orange Milkcap (Lactarius
aurantiacus), Saffron Milkcap (Lactarius deliciosus), Fly Agaric (Amanita muscaria),
The Sickener (Russula emetica), Purple Brittlegill (Russula atropurpurea), Weeping
Widow (Lacrymaria lacrymabunda), Birch Knight (Tricholoma fulvum), Blushing Wood
Mushroom (Agaricus silvaticus), The Miller (Clitopilus prunulus), Butter Waxcap
(Hygrocybe ceracea), Snowy Waxcap (Hygrocybe viginea) and Heath Waxcap
(Gliophorus laetus). Also noted were Small Stagshorn (Calocera cornea), Turkeytail
(Trametes versicolor), Wrinkled Club (Clavulina rugosa) and whist not a fungus some
Yellow Tooth Slime Mould (Phnerochaete chrysorhiza) was also recorded. A
specimen of Deer Shield (Pluteus cervinus) was also noted by a CDNHS member.
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There was a fungal foray by the Chorley U3A group during the month and they
recorded good numbers of Parrot Waxcap (Gliophorus pssitacinus).
Compared to previous years Bolete numbers were low with no sign of Weeping or
Bovine Bolete or the site speciality Copper Spike, Slippery Jack (Suillus luteus),
Brown Birch Bolete (Leccinum scabrum) and Red Cracking Bolete (Xerocomellus
chrysenteron) were seen however.
On the cricket field at White Coppice there were fewer fungi than seen previously, with
Golden Waxcap (Hygrocybe chlorophana), Crimson Waxcap (Hygrocybe punicea),
Heath Waxcap (Hygrocybe laetus), and Earthy Powdercap (Cystoderma amianthium).
Along the woods adjacent to the Goit were several common woodland species
including Common Earthball (Scleroderma citrinum), Common Puffball (Lycoperdon
perlatum), Fly Agaric (Amanita muscaria), Ochre Brittlegill (Russula ochroleuca),
Sulphur Tuft (Hypholoma fascicularae), Dead Moll’s Fingers (Xylaria longipes), Tawny
Funnel (Lepista flaccida), The Deciever (Laccaria laccata), Birch Polypore (Piptoporus
betulinus) and Blushing Bracket (Daedaleopsis confragosa).
Elsewhere Parrot Waxcap (Gliophorus pssitacinus) and Birch Polypore (Piptoporus
betulinus) were seen in a Great Knowley Garden. Seen in the woods at Anglezarke
Reservoir were Porcelain Fungus (Oudemansiella mucida) and Honey Fungus
(Armillaria mellia). Dead Moll’s Fingers (Xylaria longipes) were seen in Plock Wood,
Fly Agaric (Amanita muscaria) was noted near Heapey No. 3 Reservoir and Birch
Knight (Tricholoma fulvum) and Clouded Funnel (Clitocybe nebularis) were noted on
grass verges in Buckshaw Village. A good find was 5 or 6 specimens of Pink Waxcap
(Poropolomopsis calyptriformis) in Belmont.
Also noted was the absence of Collared Earthstars (Geastrum triplex) in the car park
at Yarrow Valley Park, where a good number of Conical Brittlestem (Parasola
conopilus) and White Saddle (Helvella crispa) were seen.

Conical Brittlestem (Parasola conopilus)
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A fungal survey was also carried on Lower Burgh Meadow and adjacent woodland at
the request of the Lower Burgh Meadow Conservation Group and more details of the
29 species found will be provided in the 2017 Annual Report.
November – Most records were again from Chorley Cemetery with the following
species noted during the month:
Second flushes of Brown Birch Bolete (Leccinum scabrum ), Fly Agaric (Amanita
muscaria ), Clustered Brittlestem (Psathyrella multipedata), Glistening Inkcap
(Coprinellus micaceus) and The Blusher (Amanita rubescens) were noted along with
Turkeytail (Trametes versicolor), Yellowing Knight (Tricholoma scalpturatum) Purple
Brittlegill (Russula), Crystal Brain Fungus (Exida nucleata), White Saddle (Helvella
crispa), Shaggy Inkcap (Coprinus comatus), Pleated Inkcap (Parasola plicatilis), Butter
Waxcap (Hygrocybe ceracea) and, Common Funnel (Clitocybe gibba). Good numbers
of Trooping Funnel (Clitocybe geotropa) were noted in 5 separate locations, Wrinkled
Club (Clavulina rugosa) and Small Stagshorn (Calocera cornea) were also spotted.

Other records were of Golden
Waxcap (Hygrocybe chlorophana)
and Heath Waxcap (Gliophorus
laetus) on the cricket field at White
Coppice and 2 specimens of
Blackening Waxcap (Hygrocybe
conica) were found in a wooden tub
containing a Bay Tree at Great
Knowley,

Blackening Waxcap (Hygrocybe conica)

December – there were very few fungi records in December however the following
species were seen in Chorley Cemetery:
Common Funnel (Clitocybe gibba) and Fragrant Funnel (Clitocybe fragrans).
The only other record was of Jelly Ear Fungus (Auricularia auricular-judae) seen on
Lower Burgh Meadow
Leonard Poxon
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BIRD REPORT
October
The flooded fields at Bretherton Eyes proved to be a huge magnet for wildfowl during
the month. 350 Pink-footed Geese were present on the 2 nd and these increased in
number to 3500 by the 13th. However, a shoot took place on the night of 13th / 14th,
and numbers were drastically reduced after this. Alongside the pinkfeet were large
numbers of both Canada and Greylag Geese, with numbers of the former peaking at
500 and the latter at 100.

Barnacle Goose
One or two Barnacle Geese could also be found amongst the pinkfeet, with a
maximum of 3 on the 2 nd. A party of 14 Whooper Swans arrived at the site on the 7 th,
having been seen earlier flying over Eccleston. Varying numbers could then be found
at the site with a peak count of 28 on the 15 th. A family of 3 Mute Swans were also
usually present. Wigeon could also be found at the site with counts of 30 (21st) and
100 (22nd). One or two Pintail also put in an appearance with a maximum of 5 on the
21st, as did a couple of Shoveler on the same day. Up to 3 Grey Heron were
prospecting in the ditches around the floods and on the 21st, a Great White Egret
joined them at the site where it remained for the rest of the month. Possibly the same
bird had been seen the previous day in Yarrow Valley Park. Waders were also well
represented with a Lapwing flock peaking at 150 on the 20th. Other waders putting in
an appearance were 2 Redshank (21st), 2 Green Sandpipers (23rd), a Greenshank
(23rd) and 9 Ruff (29th). Common Snipe could usually be found and a Jack Snipe was
also flushed on the 11th. Plenty of game birds were present with at least 50 Pheasant
(20th) and several Red-legged Partridge. The large numbers of birds inevitably
attracted raptors. In addition to the resident Buzzards, Sparrowhawks and Kestrels,
Peregrine Falcons were regular hunters plus a couple of Merlin seen on the 28th and
31st. A female / immature Marsh Harrier was noted on the 25 th and 29th and a ring5

tailed Hen Harrier passed through on the 28 th. A Barn Owl was noted hunting along
the Douglas embankment on the 21st.
Croston and Mawdesley Moss also had their own flooded fields, and these in turn
attracted wildfowl. Certainly, after mid-month there were more Pink-footed Geese
there than at Bretherton with at least 1,000 birds feeding on the 17 th. Whooper
Swans, too, increased in number at the site from 40 on the 27 th to 105 by the 30 th. A
Shelduck was noted on the 10th. The Lapwing flock had increased from 50 on the 2nd
to 200 by the 17th.

15 Snipe were noted
on the 10th. 5 Grey
partridge were there
on the 29th. Resident
raptors included 4
Buzzard
(2nd),
6
Kestrel
(2nd),
Sparrowhawk (9th) and
a couple of Peregrines
also on the 2nd, which
was obviously a good
raptor day.

Snipe
Last month’s hotspot – Withnell Fold flashes still held plenty of interest with 30 Teal on
the 1st as well as a couple of Grey Heron and a Green Sandpiper, a Ruff (6th & 8th) and
a top count of 27 Snipe on the 6th. The Lapwing flock built up to 250 by the 8th. There
is always a Buzzard or two to be seen around the site, and a Little Owl was noted on
the 14th.
An unusual wildfowl record was of a moribund Smew of unknown origin on Cuerden
Valley Park lake on the 18th. Other wildfowl records included 4 Little Grebe on
Common Bank Lodge and one at High Bullough (8th), 35 Gadwall on Anglezarke
Reservoir (15th), when a couple of Wigeon were also present, and a Water Rail at
Yarrow Valley Park on the 26th. A couple of Jack Snipe were on Anglezarke Moor on
the 14th.
Winter thrushes were starting to arrive but initially just in dribs and drabs. Redwing, as
usual, were the first to arrive with 4 at Healey Nab and singles over Eccleston and
Great Knowley on the 8th. 12 were at Eccleston on the 9 th but the main influx didn’t
occur until 19th-21st when 50 were at Eccleston, 140 at Tincklers Lane fields, 40 over
Yarrow Valley Park and 40 at Lower Healey. Although a party of Fieldfare was
reported from Hoghton on the 6th, the next were 3 at Tincklers Lane and a single at
Coppull on the 20th, followed by 37 at Tincklers Lane on the 21st.
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A few summer visitors were still around. 13 Swallow were seen over Healey Nab on
the 13th and the last record for the species was one at Adlington on the 16 th. A couple
of recently hatched House Martin were still being fed by their parents at a site in
Chorley on the 1st. The last record for the species was 1 at Eccleston on the 5th. A
late Willow Warbler was at Hic Bibi on the 1st and a Chiffchaff was at Eccleston on the
18th

Finches and Buntings were well
recorded. An influx of Hawfinch from the
continent was mainly in the south and
midlands but a couple were reported
from Duxbury Golf Course on the 27th. A
couple of Crossbill were noted at Lead
Mines Clough on the 29th, where the first
2 Brambling were also seen.
40
Goldfinch were at Eccleston (9th), flocks
of 100+ Linnet were on Croston Moss
(2nd) and Bretherton Eyes (7th), 20 Siskin
were at Rivington (29th).

Linnet

Flocks of Corn Bunting at Bretherton
Eyes increased from 9 on the 7th to 25
(23rd).

Corn Bunting
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November
Croston Moss proved to be attractive to Whooper Swans during the month with 125 on
the 2nd and 148 on the 18th. 40 were also at Bretherton Eyes on the 5th. Large
numbers of Pink-footed Geese were also on the mosses with 4000 on the 1 st
increasing to 8000 by the 11th on Croston Moss and 1000 on Mawdesley Moss on the
19th. Alongside the pinkfeet were 350 Canada Geese, 100 Greylag Geese and 2
Barnacle Geese on the 3rd. Shelduck numbers on Bretherton Eyes increased from 2
on the 1st to 13 on the 26th. 15 Gadwall on Anglezarke Reservoir on the 11 th was a
goog count for the site. A Wigeon was also with them and 2 were on Bretherton Eyes
on the 2nd. One or 2 Shoveler were also at Bretherton Eyes on several dates during
the month. The first Goldeneye was back on High Bullough Reservoir on the 4th and 3
were on Anglezarke reservoir on the 11th.

The Great While Egret remained at Bretherton
Eyes throughout the month, being seen on most
days. One on Mawdesley Moss on the 24 th
fuelled speculation that there were 2 in the area,
which seemed to be confirmed when 2 separate
individuals were seen on the old canal near
Sollom on the 27th. 2 Little Egrets were also at
Bretherton Eyes on the 12th, and up to 4 Grey
Heron were at the site during the month. A
Water Rail was seen regularly at Yarrow Valley
park from the 7th and another was seen at
Withnell Fold flashes on the 11th.

Great White Egret
Eight species of wader were recorded. Lapwing flocks included 126 at Bretherton
Eyes (4th), 80 at Belmont Reservoir (5th), 180 at Withnell Fold (11th) and 400 on
Croston Moss (18th). Ruff too were seen in good numbers including 50 on Croston
Moss (11th), 10 at Bretherton Eyes (18th) and 20 on Mawdesley Moss on the same
day. Scarcer waders included 3 Dunlin at Bretherton Eyes (9th), Green Sandpiper on
the Douglas (3rd and 7th) and Redshank at Bretherton Eyes (11th). Woodcock, perhaps
winter arrivals, were noted at Heskin, Hic Bibi, Eccleston and Yarrow Valley Park.
Common Snipe were recorded at Bretherton Eyes (11th) and Croston Moss where 15
were seen on the 26th. Jack Snipe were noted on Croston Moss (7 th) and Mawdesley
Moss (19th).
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It was a good month for raptors with eight species, excluding owls, being recorded.
These included a Goshawk at Adlington on the 5th, a Red Kite at Euxton on the 6th and
a Marsh Harrier on Croston Moss (30 th). Merlins were on Bretherton Eyes (13th &
18th), Mawdesley Moss (24th) and Croston Moss (30th). Peregrines were also
conspicuous with records from Bretherton Eyes (1st & 17th), Croston Moss (2nd), White
Coppice and Anglezarke Moor. (4th), and Morrison’s chimney (5th). The other resident
raptors – Buzzard, Sparrowhawk and Kestrel - were all well recorded during the
month. Barn Owls were noted at Hic Bibi (20th) and Charnock Richard (28th). Shorteared Owls were at Adlington (10th) and Bretherton Eyes (18th). There was also a
second-hand report of a Long-eared Owl hunting over Stronstrey Bank on the 23rd.
Game bird records included 3 Red Grouse on Anglezarke Moor (4 th), 6 Red-legged
partridge on Mawdesley Moss (24th) and 7 Grey Partridge on Croston Moss (26th).
There were a few good-sized flocks of Fieldfare noted including 17 at Hic Bibi (5 th),
100 on Croston Moss (11th), 120 at Withnell Fold (12 th), 20 at Lead Mines Clough (12th)
and 150 at Bretherton Eyes (26th). Redwing were much less numerous with 94 on
Croston Moss (1st), 17 at Hic Bibi (5 th) and 12 at Withnell Fold (12 th) being the main
sightings. Massive flocks of Starling were seen, however, including 3000 on Croston
Moss (2nd) and a huge murmuration of 10,000 over Bretherton Eyes on the 17th.
Our share of the continuing Hawfinch influx was a single at Belmont on the 2 nd,
followed by 3 there on the 3rd.
Other finches were seen in
rather
larger
numbers,
including 60 Linnet on
Mawdesley Moss (19th) and
200 on Croston Moss (30th).
A large flock of 200+
Chaffinch had also built up on
Croston Moss by the 7th.
Besides
finches,
Skylark
numbered at least 100 on
Croston Moss (2nd) and at
least 12 Corn Bunting were
again on Bretherton Eyes
(11th).
Hawfinch

Kingfisher were seen both in the ditches at Bretherton Eyes and Croston Moss and at
the E-shaped Pond and Yarrow Valley Park. Dippers were seen at Euxton and at
White Coppice. Stonechat were noted on both Croston (11 th) and Mawdesley Mosses
(25th) and also still on their moorland territories at Dean Black Brook (4 th) and
Anglezarke Moor (25th). Other scarcer species recorded during the month included
Willow Tit with 2 at Euxton (2nd), 2 at Hic Bibi (17th) and one at Great Knowley (30th),
and Tree Sparrow with 2 at Euxton (1st), 6 at Bretherton Eyes (3rd) and 10 on
Mawdesley Moss (19th).
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December
The wintering Whooper Swans started the month at Bretherton Eyes where 75 were
present on the 3rd before apparently moving over to Croston and Mawdesley Mosses
with 30 at the former (27th) and 100 at the latter (11th). Pink-footed Goose numbers
were much reduced, perhaps having moved on to East Anglia, but there were still 700
on Mawdesley Moss (11th) and 2000 on Croston Moss (28th). Shelduck numbers at
Bretherton Eyes held up with a maximum count of 24 on the 4th and still 23 there on
the 26th. 20 Wigeon and 80 Teal were at the site on the 2 nd. 20 Teal were also at
Withnell Fold on the 30th. Best wildfowl record of the month, however, was of 2
Common Scoter at Belmont Reservoir (2 nd) followed by 7 on Lower Rivington
Reservoir (3rd). 16 Mandarin Duck were on the Yarrow at Eccleston (11th) and the
annually returning drake Pochard was noted on Anglezarke Reservoir on the 22nd. A
Water Rail was again seen regularly throughout the month in Yarrow Valley Park.

Water Rail was a regular at YVP
Great White Egret(s) were seen again at Bretherton Eyes up to mid-month, but then
mainly on Croston Moss thereafter. It was attacked by a Peregrine on the 16th but
seemed to be unfazed by it and easily survived the unwelcome attention. Little Egrets
were also seen regularly at Bretherton Eyes (2nd), Eccleston (11th), Mawdesley Moss
(11th) and Croston Moss from 23rd to 31st.
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Nine species of wader were seen in the month and Bretherton Eyes remained the best
place to see the scarcer visitors, Including Black-tailed Godwit (2 on the 3rd),
Redshank (3rd), Golden Plover (13 on the 6th) and Ruff (65 on the 3rd). A Ruff was also
seen on Mawdesley Moss on the 11 th. Lapwing flocks included 260 at Brethereton
Eyes (3rd), 100 on Croston Moss (10 th) and 400 at Withnell Fold (30 th). A Green
Sandpiper was near Croston Twin Lakes on the 28th. There were multiple Woodcock
sightings from Whittle-le-Woods, White Coppice, Hic Bibi, Eccleston and Whittle
Bottoms. Snipe and Jack Snipe were seen at regular sites at Eccleston and Croston
Moss.
It was another good month for raptors with seven species recorded. A Goshawk was
again noted in the Adlington area, although a suggestion has been made that this may
be a falconer’s bird. In that case, pride of place goes to a ring-tail Hen Harrier seen
over George’s Lane, Rivington on the 11th. Merlins were also reported from
Mawdesley Moss (11th) and Croston Moss (16th). The resident species of Buzzard,
Sparrowhawk, Peregrine and Kestrel were all recorded at the usual sites. Tawny
Owls were calling in Chorley, at Heskin and at Whittle Bottoms and a Barn Owl was
noted again in the Charnock Richard area.

Ring Necked Parakeet
Amongst the more colourful species Ring-necked Parakeet were seen at Shaw Hill
(4th), Hartwood (5th), Whittle 98th) and Weldbank Lane (23 rd). A Green Woodpecker
was at the north end of Anglezarke Reservoir on the 15th. Kingfishers were noted at
Arley nature reserve, Croston Moss, Croston Twin Lakes and Yarrow Valley Park.
Large flocks were dominated by Woodpigeon, of which flocks in excess of 1000 birds
could be seen on Croston Moss and Bretherton Eyes and a flock of several hundred
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was at Lower Healey on 27th, feeding in a wheat field which for some reason had not
been harvested. 500+ Starling were at Bretherton Eyes on the 15th and one of over
1000 birds was at Withnell Fold on the 30th. Other three figure flocks included Blackheaded Gull, Skylark, Chaffinch and Linnet on Croston Moss and at Bretherton Eyes.
Best Fieldfare flocks were 60 at Eccleston (7th) and a similar number at Bretherton
Eyes (26th). 40 Redwing were at Anglezarke Reservoir (25th) and 60 were at
Eccleston (28th).

Stonechats seen throughout December on Croston Moss
Amongst the scarcer species, a Blackcap was at Euxton (1 st), a Chiffchaff was on
Mawdesley Moss (11th), Willow Tits were at Great Knowley (22nd) and at Hic Bibi (31st).
Stonechat were noted on Croston Moss throughout the month and also on George’s
Lane, Rivington (28th). Lesser Redpoll were at Arley nature reserve (3rd) and at Great
Knowley (22nd). Brambling were at Euxton (1 st) and on Croston Moss on several dates
from mid-month.
Many thanks to the following for submitting records:I.Ball, D.Beattie, D.Beevers, P.Brennan, P.Davenport, B.Derbyshire, P.Djali,
D.Downing, T.Dunn, J.Edwards, M.Fishwick, J.Frankland, M.Graham, M.Greenhalgh,
P.Hodson, J.Howlett, R.Hoyle, C&T.Johnson, P.Kirk, P.Krischkiw, E.Langrish,
A.Leach, G.Lilley, S.Martin, M.Nightingale, D.Morrison, D.North, L.Poxon, J.Riley,
N.Root, L.Rose, P.Ross, P.Rowlands, N.Southworth, R.Spencer, M.Stuart, J.Sutton,
C.Thistlethwaite, N.&T.West, P.West, T.Westhead, I.Whittle, K.Woan.
Please continue to send your records to the forum or the editor.
Neil Southworth
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MAMMAL REPORT
The most numerous records submitted were for roe deer which seem to be
widespread. Stoats and weasels on the other hand seem to be keeping a low profile.

One of our members had a fox passing through their garden.
There has been no report of mink since August. The other mammals which are very
under-recorded are rabbit and mole. My observations of mole hills and regular
sightings of rabbits would suggest that neither are in short supply.

The most exciting
records this quarter
are of Otters seen a
couple of times in
Cuerden Valley Park
in December. Please
keep posting your
records on the Forum
and
maybe
occasionally on the
Facebook page

David Beattie
13

RIVINGTON NOTEBOOK
When Neil asked me to write a piece for the newsletter I wondered what I could
contribute at what seems to have been a miserable time of year. However, I gave it
some thought and realised our daily morning walk in Rivington and Anglezarke always
reveals something of interest to a determined naturalist.
Good examples of a couple of ‘winter’ fungi were seen. A small group of velvet shank
(Flammulina velutipes) were found growing on gorse on the edge of an Anglezarke
quarry on the 4th January. On the 5th examples of jelly ear (Auricularia auricula-judae)
were seen on a craggy elderberry near Alance Bridge.
Surprisingly, during November and December, a hedgehog was regularly observed
coming to the remains of bird food on the lawn in our garden. This was during the
hours of darkness and the animal appeared to be plump and well fed. On the 9 th
December, after a covering of snow, well defined hedgehog tracks were found around
the garden, but then this animal was not seen again, but as hedgehogs can
sometimes be seen out and about into December and come out of hibernation in
March there was no cause for concern. However, a friend reported a small hedgehog
about in his garden in daytime in early January, and as it seemed unlikely to survive
on its own it was taken into care.
At the end of December, I received a report of a stoat in ermine in the Anglezarke
area. Roe deer were noted during December and January in the early morning from
several areas of Rivington and Anglezarke, often in small groups of up to 4. In 2017
the beginning of March saw 3 of these animals in the garden where rose bush shoots
and the low growing shoots of yew trees were the attraction. This was an interesting
development!
A trip to Eyes Lane on Christmas
morning
in
beautiful
weather
definitely lifted the spirits. As usual
there was plenty to see. A flock of at
least 250 skylarks was very
impressive, as was the brief jewel of
colour from a passing kingfisher.
Yellowhammers were around, and a
flock of one of my favourite birds, the
lapwing, numbered around the 60
mark. A couple of merlins were seen
on the journey there and back.
Bullfinches are fond of heather and bramble seeds, and regularly appear, sometimes
in small groups, where there is a good supply such as around the Anglezarke
Woodland Trail. They also visit informal feeding sites where seed is provided, whilst
on the 9th January a female was observed feeding on fruit tree buds on Sheephouse
Lane.

14

On the 7th January whilst making the early morning brew, the local tawny owls were
providing the entertainment with at least 4 calling from the nearby woodlands. Also in
early January, nuthatches and song thrushes were singing as if spring had already
arrived. These are only snapshots of the birds noted, but I cannot forget to mention
the beautiful sight of the male goldeneyes which continue to appear on High Bullough
reservoir every year.

As we move into 2018 all the reservoir bye washes are overflowing in impressive
spate, indicating how wet it has been – Yarrow and Anglezarke but also High
Bullough, the Street, and Dryfield. This surplus water runs into the rivers Yarrow and
Douglas, leading me to hope for strong flood defences downstream.
The memory of the last butterfly of 2017 – a comma sunning on a fence post on the 1st
November will soon be overtaken with the first of 2018. What will it be – brimstone,
small tortoiseshell, comma, or orange tip? As always keep a note of what you see,
numbers, when and where.
By the 18th January the first snowdrop and crocus flowers had opened in the garden,
and the new leaves of celandine were emerging. Once into February, when masses
of large clumps of snowdrops are in bloom and it is a sunny day, look out for the first
bees foraging in the flowers. Perhaps I should be honing my bee identification skills to
celebrate the New Year.
Chris Johnson
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MY FAVOURITE PHOTOGRAPH

As the Editor was desperate for articles for the newsletter and I wasn’t inspired to write
anything ‘new’ I decided to submit the contribution I made of ‘My Favourite
Photograph’ to a members evening held by ‘Friends of Alston Hall’ before the college
closed down and maybe this will inspire better photographers than me to do
something similar for a Chorley Nats Newsletter. Subjects as for the society’s
photographic competition – a wildlife subject or local scene.
I selected this as my favourite photograph as it has had happy associations for me
throughout the whole of my life. It is of Astley Hall and adjacent lake taken from the
path by the lake in Astley Park, where I was born and bred. I have enjoyed Astley
Park from being a baby when my parents took me in my pram into the park, through
my childhood when we had walks to feed the ducks and on to the present time.
In 1974, my late husband and I bought a bungalow that overlooks part of the
woodland area of Astley Park. I still live there and occasionally stroll in the park
sometimes ending my visit with a snack in the café in the former stable block. I can
pursue my main interests in Astley Park, these being natural history (wildlife and the
countryside) and also history, as Astley Hall is a beautiful grade 1 listed building dating
back to Elizabethan times and is one of the places in which Oliver Cromwell is
supposed to have slept during the Civil War.
Joyce Riley
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Many thanks to Joan Smith for kindly allowing us the continuing use of her late
husband Colin’s photographs in our publications.
FIELD TRIPS
Field Trip to Wigan Flashes – Saturday 3rd March
A look round the flashes with the chance of birds such as Bittern and Willow Tit.
Meet at the entrance in Welham Road by Hawksley High School off Carr Lane at 9.00
am.
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Will members please note that subscriptions were due for renewal on 1 st September.
Subscription rates are to remain unchanged for the current season as follows:Grade of Membership

2017 / 2018

Adult
Family
Seniors.
Senior Family
Junior (under 18)

£10.00
£15.00
£8.00
£12.00
Free

Members who attend meetings are requested to make a donation at the door. A
charge of £2.00 is made for non-members.
Members who are not able to attend meetings may send their subscription direct to:Mr Keith Woan,
80 Carleton Road,
Chorley,
PR6 8UB
Subscriptions may also be paid by Standing Order. This reduces administration,
particularly in enabling the Society, which is a registered Charity, to claim back tax on
the subscription of those members who have also signed Gift Aid Declarations, and at
no extra cost to the member. For further details, contact the Membership Secretary or
the Treasurer. Thanks to those members who have already arranged to pay by
Standing Order. Thanks also to those who have signed Gift Aid Declarations.
DATA PROTECTION
Records of name, address, telephone numbers and type of membership of the
Society's members are now stored on computer. If you object to this information
about yourself being stored in this manner, please notify the Membership Secretary in
writing of your objection.
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WINTER PROGRAMME 2017/2018
Sep 21

‘Wild Mersey’

Bill Morton

Sep 28

Annual General Meeting

Oct 19

‘Birding in Cumbria, Dumfries & Galloway’

Nov 16

‘Birds & Other Animals of the Brazilian
Pantanal’’

Ron Jackson

Dec 14

‘Red Squirrels’

David Beattie

Jan 18

‘Madeira, Island of Flowers’

Feb 15

‘Bird Photography, Ringing & the Future’

Ben Tarvie

Mar 15

‘Britain’s Got Talons’

Peter Smith

Apr 19

‘Wild Encounters’

Members Only
John Miles

Stueart Kellington

Brian Rafferty

All the above meetings will be held at St Mary's Parish Centre, Devonshire Road,
Chorley and commence at 7.30 p.m. Please note that all meetings are on a Thursday
evening. Visitors are welcome at all the meetings.
For confirmation of the programme and further information about the Society, please
contact:- Keith Woan on Chorley (01257) 278759.
Or visit our Website: www.chorleynats.org.uk. Or follow us on Facebook and Twitter!
DEADLINES
The deadlines for receipt of articles, letters and book reviews for the forthcoming
issues of the Newsletter are:No 161

Spring 2018

21st April 2018

No 162

Summer 2018

21st July 2018

All contributions for Newsletters should be sent to the Editor –
Neil Southworth, 9, Queensgate, Chorley, PR7 2PX (01257 276065).
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