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EDITORIAL

Space is limited in this (paper) edition so just a note to advise users of the web site
that we now have a Twitter account.  The link for this can be found on the home page
of the web site – not the Forum, so if you go straight to the Forum and bypass the
home page, you’ll miss both the Twitter and Facebook links!

Neil Southworth (Editor)

Chorley Nats Twitter Account

https://twitter.com/chorleynats

Chorley Nats Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/chorleynats/
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FUNGI REPORT

The summer started off with very few fungi records, but gradually built up through
August into September with an increasing number of species being recorded. The
following fungi have been recorded in the CDNHS area:-

July  –The Miller  (Clitopilus  prunulus)  was  seen in Chorley  Cemetery on the 25 th.
Some specimens of Dryad’s Saddle (Polyporus squamosus) were seen on a dying
Ash tree adjacent the canal at Withnell Fold on 23rd and a number of Giant Funnel
(Leucopaxillus giganteus) were seen in the nature reserve at Hic Bibi, Coppull on the
29th.  The most unusual fungus was found in the woodland adjacent Tan House Brook
at  Great  Knowley  on  the  9th,  when  a  single  specimen  of  a  miniature  polypore
(Polyporus leptocephalus nummularis) was found on a dead twig.  Jelly Ear fungus
(Auricularia auricular-judae) was also noted on that occasion.

Jelly Ear fungus (Auricularia auricular-judae)

August  – The Miller (Clitopilus prunulus) was seen in Chorley Cemetery again on
20th.  It  was  also  noted  in  a  Great  Knowley  garden  and  at  White  Coppice  and
seemingly had a good season this year.  The Blusher (Amanita rubescens) was also
seen at a number of locations this month, being recorded in a Chorley town garden on
the 15th, Hic Bibi Nature Reserve on the 20th. a Great Knowley garden on 23rd and a
number were seen near to Georges Lane (Belmont Road) at Rivington on the 28th.
The Giant Funnel (Leucopaxillus giganteus) was again seen at Hic Bibi on 20 th, where
specimens  of  Fly  Agaric  (Amanita  muscaria)  and  Common  Puffball  (Lycoperdon
perlatum) were also noted.  A good number of Horse Mushrooms (Agaricus arvensis)
were noted on the 16th  in a Chorley garden and a number of Brown Rollrim (Paxillus
involutus) were seen on Euxton Business Park on the 21st.  At White Coppice a dozen
or so specimens of (Xerocomus cisalpinus) were noted on the 7th, when Vermillion
Waxcap  (Hygrocybe  miniata)  was  also  spotted,  Brown  Birch  Bolete  (Leccinum
scabrum) was seen there on the 21st and Amethyst Deceiver (Laccaria amethystine),
Fly Agaric (Amanita muscaria), 
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The Deceiver (Laccaria laccata), Common Cavalier (Melanoleuca polioleuca), Sulphur
Tuft (Hypholoma fasciculare) and Purple Brittlegill (Russula atropurpurea) were also
noted there on the 28th.  At Chorley Cemetery a ‘ring’ of Bruising Webcap (Cortinarius
purpurascens) was noted around the same Beech tree as last year and Yellowing
Knight (Tricholoma scalpturatum) was also seen on the 27th.  At Hic Bibi on the 25th, a
number of Sheathed Woodtuft (Kuehneromyces mutabilis) were noted together with
Weeping Widow (Lacrymaria lacrymabunda).

Sulphur Tuft (Hypholoma fasciculare)
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September   – At Chorley Cemetery this month the fungi were more numerous and
the  variety  was  greater  with  15-20  groups  of  Clustered  Brittlestem  (Psathyrella
multipedata)  seen on the 17th & 24th,  when at  least  8  groups of Glistening Inkcap
(Copinellus micaceus) were also seen. 

Other fungi seen at this venue in September included Larch Bolete (Suillus grevillei),
Pleated Inkcap (Parasola plicatis),  Poisonpie (Hebloma crustuliniforme), Fly Agaric
(Amanita  muscaria),  Brown  Rollrim  (paxillus  involutus),  Birch  Knight  (Tricholoma
fulvum),  Brown  Birch  Bolete  (Leccinum  scabrum),  Stinking  Dapperling  (Lepiota
cristata),  Weepiing  Widow  (Lacrymaria  lacrymabunda),  Purple  Brittlegill  (Russula
atropurpurea)  and Shaggy Inkcap (Coprinus comatus).  Shaggy Inkcaps were  also
noted at  several  other  locations this  month including approximately  20 specimens
near Bent Row Cottages at Heath Charnock, on a Chorley Housing estate road and in
Euxton  at  several  locations in the verges of Euxton Lane.  Fungi  seen at  Yarrow
Valley Park this month included Peeling Oysterling (Crepidotus mollis), White Saddle
(Helvella crispa), Pestle Puffball (Lcoperdon excipuliforme) and whilst not a fungus a
Red Raspberry Slime Mold (Tubifera ferruginosa) was also noted on a dead stump.
At Rivington in a walk through the terraced gardens on the 17th. the following species
were  noted,  Ochre  Brittlegill  (Russula  ochroleuca),  Fairy  Inkcap  (Coprinellus
disseminates),  The  Deceiver  (Laccaria  laccata),  Birch  Polypore  (Piptoporus
betulinus),  Stump  Puffball  (Lycoperdon  pyriforme),  Brown  Birch  Bolete  (Leccinum
scabrum) and Bitter  Beech Bolete (Caloboletus calopus).  In  Astley Park  Woods a
member noted Orange Bonnet (Mycena acicula), Tar Spot fungi (Rhytisma acerinum)
and Southern Bracket (Ganoderma australe).

Southern Bracket (Ganoderma australe).
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The main event in September was the Society’s annual fungal foray held on Saturday
the 30th, unfortunately a very wet day which I am sure contributed to the low turnout of
members. At this event the following fungi were recorded:-

Glistening Inkcap (Copinellus micaceus), Tawny Grisette (Amanita fulva), Cocconut
Milkcap  (Lactarius  glyciosmus),  Common Earthball  (Scleroderma  citrinum),  Stump
Puffball  ((Lycoperdon pyriforme), Common Puffball (Lycoperdon perlatum), Sulphur
Tuft (Hypholoma fasciculare), Candlesnuff fungus (Xylaria hypoxylon), Ochre Brittlegill
(Russula  ochroleuca),  Common  Bonnet  (Mycena  galericulata),  Snapping  Bonnet
(Mycena vitilis), Honey Fungus (Armillaria mellea), Horsehair Parachute (Gymnopus
androsaceus),  Birch  Polypore(Piptoporus  betulinus),   Lumpy  Bracket  (Trametes
gibbosa  ),  Southern  Bracket  (Ganoderma  australe),  Pale  Oysterling  (Crepidotus
caspari), Hairy Curtain Crust (Stereum hirsutum), Turkeytail (Trametes versicolor) and
Spotted Toughshank (Rhodocollbia maculata). One other fungi found was open cup
shaped fungi which I now believe to be the outer shell of a Common Puffball after it
has discharged its spores.

Glistening Inkcap (Copinellus micaceus) seen on Fungal Foray in Duxbury

On the previous day during a reconnoitre of the site the following fungi were also
noted,  Porcelain  Fungus  (Oudemansiella  mucida),  Yellowleg  Bonnet  (Mycena
epipterygia) and The Deceiver (Laccaria laccata).

Len Poxon

5



INSECT REPORT

Death’s Head Hawk Moth

Firstly,  I  apologise  for  missing  an  important  record  from  the  last  issue  of  the
newsletter.  A single Death’s Head Hawk Moth was found near the new building at
Cuerden Valley Park on June 28th.  It is not a species which occurs regularly in the
North of England, and never previously recorded in our own area.  It is a migrant from
Europe and is found most years in the South East of the country.  I don’t know if this
was just an isolated occurrence or part of a larger influx into our area.  It is the largest
species on the UK list and is said to emit a squeaking noise if disturbed.  

Moths provided another highlight  of the summer,  with  a Hummingbird Hawk Moth
being seen feeding on Loosestrife near Astley Village on 17th September.  This is also
a migrant to the UK, but is one which quite often reaches us here in Chorley.  Several
were seen in 2015 but none last year.  It is a day flying species and is very common
around the Mediterranean.

I mentioned in the last newsletter, that a single Ringlet had been seen near Adlington
in late June.  I was delighted when a large colony was found near Brinscall on 3 rd July,
when 26 were counted.  None at all had been seen in 2016.  With numbers like this, it
seems likely that the species is gaining a foothold.  I certainly hope so.

6



Purple Hairstreak seen near Common Bank

Up to 5 Purple Hairstreaks were seen near Common Bank in late July.  There are
previous  records  from  that  area,  but  not  for  a  few  years.   Single  White  Letter
Hairstreaks  were  seen  on  two  separate  occasions  in  an  Euxton  garden  in  early
August.  Two eggs of the species were found in a churchyard near Heapey on 23 rd

September.

Common Blue butterflies were recorded from only two sites (Euxton and Hic Bibi), but
even this was a step up from 2016.  Small Copper records have been few.  If any
members have any local records for either of these species, I would be glad to have
them.

The Wall was seen at Eyes Lane on 20th August.  This site also produced the only
spring record for the species.  A single Small Heath was seen on Croston Moss on 9 th

July.  This is the first record away from the moors for over 10 years and the first so far
west in the area. 
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The most interesting Odonata record was for 2 Black Tailed Skimmers at  Yarrow
Valley Park on 4th July.  That makes 3 consecutive years that the species has been
seen, albeit never more than odd ones or twos.  There is no reason that it should not
become a regular breeding species.  Certainly, it is present in decent numbers at sites
not very far away.  Worth looking out for. 

Black Tailed Skimmer seen at Yarrow Valley Park
Phil Kirk
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BIRD REPORT

July

Wildfowl event of the month was the arrival of 2 male and a female Common Scoter
on Lower Rivington Reservoir on the 2nd, followed by a single on the 8th.  Other than
that, reports mainly concerned breeding.  Mute Swan families in Astley and Yarrow
Valley  Parks  and  at  Bretherton  remained  intact.   Young  Goosander  numbers,
however, seemed to have fallen with just 2 young noted on the Douglas at Croston.
Mandarin  young  on  the  Yarrow  at  Eccleston  were  down  to  5.   New  records  of
breeding included a pair of  Tufted Duck with  8 young on High Bullough reservoir
(21st).  A pair of Moorhen at Brinscall had 5 young from separate broods.  The regular
moulting flock of Canada Geese on Anglezarke Reservoir numbered 60 on the 5th.
They had been joined by 25 Greylag Geese.  Other flocks of Canada Geese included
102 at Belmont (9th) and 140 at Withnell Fold (30th).

A single  Quail  was  located  on Bretherton  Moss  on  the  9th,  quickly  followed by a
second bird, with three located on the 12th and 13th.  At least one was still singing at
the end of the month.  Four Grey Partridge were noted on Mawdesley Moss on the 3rd

with a similar number on Croston Moss on the 6th.  Ones and twos of their Red-legged
cousin were also seen on the same dates.  A Pheasant with 3 young was noted on
Mawdesley Moss on the 3rd, so they’re not all releases!

Whimbrel seen at Eccleston on 18th

The most notable wader record was of a returning Whimbrel at Eccleston on the 18 th.
Lapwing flocks included 137 at Lower Rivington Reservoir (8 th), 50 on Croston Moss
(23rd) and 60 at Withnell Fold (30th).   Oystercatcher records came from Bretherton
Eyes (2 on 1st), Upper Rivington Reservoir (5th), Belmont (3 on 9th) and Withnell Fold
(2  on 9th).   Curlew were  noted  on Withnell  Moor  (2nd),  Eccleston (2  on 19th)  and
Withnell  Fold  (23rd).   Common Sandpipers  were  located  at  Lower  Rivington  (8th),
Belmont (9th) and Anglezarke (28th).  A Little Egret flew over Great Knowley (28th).
Grey Heron were seen at all the usual locations including 3 on Croston Moss (4th) and
2 at Belmont (9th).
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Family parties of Kestrels seen on Croston Moss
Top raptor was a Hobby seen over Lower Rivington Reservoir on the 30th.  Buzzard
records  came  from  across  the  area,  including  Croston  Moss,  Bretherton  Moss,
Bretherton Eyes, Withnell Moor, Mawdesley Moss, Yarrow Valley Park and Withnell
Fold, where two adults and 2 juveniles were seen together on the 23rd.  Similarly,
Kestrels were seen at nine sites including family groups at Croston Moss (1st) Hic Bibi
(1st),  Mawdesley  Moss  (3rd),  White  Coppice  (9th)  and  Adlington  (16th).   Breeding
records  of  Sparrowhawk  tend  to  be  few and  far  between  but  hunting birds  were
recorded at Mawdesley, Adlington, Croston, Withnell Fold and in Chorley.  The family
of Peregrines had left Morrison’s but singles were noted on Croston Moss (6 th) and
White Coppice (24th).  A Barn Owl was seen perched on a car in Eccleston on the 1st.
A pair  was also seen on Croston Moss on several  dates,  as  was Little  Owl  with
possibly a juvenile in tow.  Little Owls were also noted on Bretherton Moss (9 th) and
Withnell Fold (9th and 23rd).  A party of 7 Raven on Withnell Moor on the 2nd was
possibly a family group.

There was just a single record of Common Tern – an individual on Lower Rivington
Reservoir on the 8th.  Kingfishers were seen on Syd Brook (2 on 8th), the Yarrow at
Eccleston and the Yarrow at Euxton.

Swift were gathering in post-breeding flocks, including 6 at Great Knowley (1st), 10
over Bretherton Eyes (4th), several at Brinscall (6th), 20 over Pilling Lane (6th), 20 at
Eccleston on the same day and 11 over Eaves Green (18th).  House Martins were still
breeding with small colonies at both ends of Eaves Lane and at Great Knowley.  20 or
more were feeding over the nature trail at Brinscall (6 th).  A Sand Martin colony at
Adlington had an estimated 150 nest holes.

10



Grasshopper Warblers were still  reeling at Great Knowley (1st), Croston Moss (4th),
Lower Burgh Meadow (21st) and White Coppice (24th).  7 singing Reed Warblers were
noted along the old canal at Sollom on the boundary of our recording area on the 2nd

with another 2 singing along the Douglas in the same area.  Other singers were noted
at the E-shaped Pond (4th) and in Yarrow Valley Park (6th).  Sedge Warblers were
noted  on  Croston  Moss,  at  the  E-shaped  Pond  and  at  Withnell  Fold.   Whilst
Whitethroats are widespread across the area, nowhere are they more numerous than
on the mosses, with good numbers singing at Bretherton, Croston and Mawdesley
throughout.  4 were also singing at Hic Bibi on the 8th.  A Garden Warbler was at
Eccleston on the 13th.

  Sedge Warblers 
  at several sites

A post-breeding flock of 26 Mistle Thrush was on Mawdesley Moss on the 3 rd, and a
party of 3 was at White Coppice on the 9th.   Stonechat were conspicuous on the
moorland edge with 6 on Withnell Moor (2nd) and 5 at White Coppice (24th).
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August

A Little Grebe was noted at High Bullough Reservoir on the 31st, where there were
also 6 adult and 5 young Tufted Duck.  The pair of Great Crested Grebe and their
single young remained at Yarrow Valley Park, and at Croston Twin Lakes there were
4 adults and 3 young.  Teal had started to return with a single on the Douglas (5th) and
10 at Withnell Fold 27th.

A Quail remained on Bretherton Moss until at least 2nd August.  A Red Grouse was
noted with 4 young on Winter Hill (6th).  At Withnell Fold, a juvenile was noted with 4
adult Red-legged Partridge (20th).

The Lapwing flock at Withnell Fold increased to 140 by the 27th.  Around 100 were on
Lower  Rivington  Reservoir  on  the  12th.   Numbers  of  Snipe  at  Withnell  Fold  also
increased from 3 on the 20th to 20 by the 27th.  Two Little Ringed Plover were on
Anglezarke Reservoir on the 30th as were 2 Redshank and a Common Sandpiper.  It
was  looking  good  for  wader  passage with  low water  levels,  but  unfortunately  the
levels rose again to normal.  A Green Sandpiper was noted on Syd Brook on several
days during the month.  A Little Egret was seen flying near the M65 at Brindle on the
12th.

Snipe numbers increased at Withnell Fold
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It was a good month for scarcer raptors.  A Hobby was seen at Whittle in a skirmish
with Peregrines and one was seen at Rivington on the same day (8th), with a third
over Eccleston on the 13th.  There was a sighting of Osprey over Belmont on the 8th

and a report of one over Anglezarke Reservoir on the 27th.  Red Kites were seen over
Winter Hill (7th) and at White Coppice on the 28th.  As last month there were multiple
sightings of Buzzard and Kestrel  from across the area.  Peregrine sightings came
from Belmont Reservoir, Croston Moss, White Coppice and Whittle, and an adult and
juvenile were back on Morrison’s chimney on the 20th.  Having said last month that we
rarely receive breeding records of Sparrowhawk, one was confirmed from Shaw Hill
this month.  Four species of owl were recorded.  A Short-eared Owl was noted on
Rivington Moor on the 13th.  A family group of Barn Owls was noted at Rivington (9th)
and other sightings came from Croston Moss and Great Knowley.  Tawny Owls were
noted at Wheelton and Eccleston and a Little Owl was seen regularly at Withnell Fold.

A Green Woodpecker at Hoghton Bottoms on the 17th was a welcome record of what
is now a scarce species in our area.  

Records of  Great  Spotted Woodpecker came from five sites.   A party of  8 Ring-
necked  Parakeets  was  seen  at  Whittle  on  the  31st.   Kingfisher  were  again  well
recorded with records from 5 sites across the area.  A single Common Tern at Great
Hanging Bridge on the 13th was again the only record in the month.  Three species of
wagtail were recorded including a Yellow Wagtail in George’s Lane, Rivington on the
6th.  A Dipper on Syd Brook at Eccleston on the 20th was a surprise for the finder.  The
species was also recorded at more regular sites such as White Coppice and Yarrow
Valley Park.
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Most Swift records came in the first week of the month when they traditionally leave
for the south and these included 10 over Bretherton Eyes (5th) and 8 over Pilling Lane
(6th).  3 were then seen at Wheelton on the 17th and a single was at Croston sewage
works on the 31st.  The only Sand Martin record was of 2 at Withnell Fold on the 27th.
Flocks of up to 25 House Martins were noted at 6 sites across the area.  Gatherings
of Swallow were much larger including 80 at Croston (22nd) and a similar number at
Euxton (26th).

Returning Wheatear were noted on Winter Hill (6th), Anglezarke Moor (14th), George’s
Lane (28th) and Withnell Moor, where 3 were seen on the 30th.  Spotted Flycatcher
were seen feeding young at White Coppice on 6th and 13th.  Two Garden Warblers
were at Croston sewage works on 31st, feeding on elderberries.

Willow Tit seen at Hic Bibi

A Willow Tit was noted at Hic Bibi on the 27th.  Stonechat were at White Coppice (6th),
Croston Moss (13th) and George’s Lane (28th).  Post-breeding flocks of Mistle Thrush
included 13 at Eccleston (4th) and 10 at Rivington (13th).  10 Tree Sparrow were at
Croston sewage works on the 29th.  Goldfinch flocks included 15 on Mawdesley Moss
(10th), 20 on Croston Moss (13th) and 150 along George’s Lane (13th).  A flock of over
50 Linnet was on Croston Moss on the 28th.
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September

The first  returning Pink-footed Geese were  seen  over  Coppull  on  the  14th in  two
skeins of 25 and 40 birds.  A total of 300 in 3 skeins were then seen flying east over
Eccleston on the 16th, and 80 were seen over the Gillibrands estate on the 28th.  Teal
numbers at Withnell Fold increased from 20 on the 5th to 50 by the 17th, and there
were at least 50 Mallard at the same site on the 5th.  A pair of Little Grebe on Common
Bank Lodge (10th) had 3 juveniles in tow.

Ruff present at Withnell Fold on 10th

Withnell Fold proved to be a good location for waders during the month.  A party of 5
Ruff  was found on the 10th.   These increased to 7 by the 16th,  and a single bird
remained there until the 23rd.  A Greenshank was there on the 2nd and up to 3 Green
Sandpiper were seen between the 16th and 22nd.  Also at the site, Snipe numbers
increased from 30 on the 5th to a massive 70 on the 21st,  and the Lapwing flock
increased to 215 by the 24th.  Away from Withnell Fold, a party of 7 Ruff was seen
flying over Croston Moss on the 26th.  A Ringed Plover, a Common Sandpiper and 24
Lapwing  were  on  Anglezarke  reservoir  on  the  1st.   A  Greenshank  was  at  Upper
Rivington Reservoir on the 2nd.  5 Snipe were on Bretherton Eyes (9th) and 6 were on
Croston Moss (18th).  A Jack Snipe was noted on Croston Moss on 24th and 26th.  A
Great White Egret was at Anglezarke Reservoir briefly on the 1st.
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Raptor sightings, perhaps surprisingly were confined to resident species.  Buzzard
and Kestrel sightings seemed to be mainly adults with a dependent juvenile or two,
looking to  be fed or  perhaps being trained to look for  their  own food.   Peregrine
records came from Withnell Fold (10th), Morrison’s chimney (12th) and Croston Moss
(16th & 18th).  Hunting Sparrowhawks were seen at Adlington (2nd), Withnell Fold (5th),
Coppull (14th) and Euxton (29th).  A young Tawny Owl was noted at Eccleston on the
14th with 2 there the next day.  Calling birds in Chorley and Euxton on the 25 th may
well have been young birds dispersing.  A Barn Owl was again on Croston Moss on
the 26th.

A Green Woodpecker near Anglezarke reservoir on the 9 th was our second record in
as many months!  More exotic still  were 3 Grey Cockatiel  over Whittle on the 2nd.
Kingfishers were well into dispersal with records from at least 9 sites including one
through a member’s garden at Euxton on the 29th.  It would be nice to think that 3
Dippers together in Yarrow Valley Park on the 24 th were a family group.  Pied Wagtail
flocks included 15 at Rivington (2nd), 20 on Bretherton Eyes (3rd) increasing to 35 by
the 8th.

It was a good month for late Swift records with one at Eccleston (4th), 2 at Croston
sewage works (5th) and one over Coppull (12th).  Flocks of Swallow and House Martin
were gathering for the journey south, but in Chorley and Eccleston, young were still
being fed in the nest.  Passing through were Wheatear at Rivington and on Croston
Moss and Whinchat on Croston Moss (19th).  Arriving for winter were 5 Redwing at Hic
Bibi (24th). 

Other records of interest included a Black
Redstart on Winter Hill (26th) and Willow
Tits  at  Hic  Bibi,  Euxton  and  Yarrow
Valley Park.

Black Redstart on Winter Hill (26th)

Many thanks to the following for submitting records:-

I.Ball,  D.Beattie,  D.Beevers,  J.Catt,  J.Cobham,  B.Derbyshire,  D.Downing,  T.Dunn,
J.Edwards, S.Field, M.Fishwick, J.Frankland, M.Graham, M.Greenhalgh, L.Harrison,
P.Hodson, J.Howlett, R.Hoyle, C&T.Johnson, P.King, P.Kirk, P.Krischkiw, E.Langrish,
A.Leach, G.Lilley, J.Love, A.Makin, S.Martin, M.Nightingale, D.North, L.Poxon, C.Rae,
J.Riley,  N.Root,  L.Rose,  P.Ross,  P.Rowlands,  I.Ryding,  N.Southworth,  R.Spencer,
M.Stuart,  J.Sutton,  C.Thistlethwaite,  N.&T.West,  P.West,  T.Westhead, P.Whittaker,
I.Whittle, K.Woan.

Please continue to send your records to the forum or the editor.
Neil Southworth
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GARDEN BIRD SURVEY

The  Garden  Bird  Survey  again  took  place  during  the  winter  months  between
December  2016  and  March  2017.   17  completed  forms  were  returned,  which
disappointingly is two less than last year.  Thank you to all those who took part.  The
medium  sized  suburban  garden  remains  the  most  numerous  contributor.   The
average number of species per garden was 23.35, which is again slightly up on last
year.  Great Knowley was again the winning location with two gardens there each
recording 34 species, followed by two gardens at Euxton and one Rivington recording
31, 30 and 29 species respectively.  The distribution of gardens was as follows:-

Location
Urban Suburban Rural

1 13 3

Size
Small Medium Large

1 11 5

The  total  number  of  species  recorded
this year was 51, surprisingly three more
than  last  year,  with  an  early  Willow
Warbler  being  a  new  species  for  the
garden list.  The total number of species
recorded in the 20 years or so that the
survey has been running now stands at
68.   The  chart  below  is  based  on
number  of  gardens  visited  by  each
species.   A  weighting  is  then  used  to
separate  species  in  case  of  equality.
Thus, the first six in the table visited all
17  gardens,  but  Blackbird  was  the  most  frequently  seen  species  based  on  the
weighting.

Perhaps because of the weighting system, Wren is 15th in the list despite the fact that
it  was  recoded in  all  gardens.   Dunnock,  surprisingly,  moved up 4  places to  4th,
perhaps at the expense of Great Tit, which dropped down to 7th, possibly its lowest
position since records began.  Greenfinch may be showing signs of recovery from its
population crash, having moved up two places.  Sparrowhawk has returned to the Top
20, being seen in 14 gardens.

Outside the Top 20, Goldcrests were seen in 7 gardens and Redwing and Fieldfare
paid more visits than last year.  There was just a single record of Blackcap and none
of Chiffchaff.  The species which didn’t make the Top 20 were as follows:-

Song Thrush (10 gardens), Jackdaw and Carrion Crow (8),  Goldcrest (7), Mallard,
Redwing and Siskin (6), Great Spotted Woodpecker, Stock Dove and Mistle Thrush
(5), Pheasant, Grey Wagtail, Rook, Treecreeper Lesser Redpoll and Brambling (3),
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Buzzard, Grey Heron, Tawny Owl, Feral Pigeon, Pied Wagtail and Willow Tit (2) and
Kestrel, Black-headed Gull, Herring Gull,  Fieldfare, Blackcap, Willow Warbler, Tree
Sparrow, Linnet and Reed Bunting (one each).

We will again be running the survey on the same basis in the coming winter, so I look 
forward to receiving all your forms, plus perhaps a few more besides?

Year Species Weighted
score

Gardens
visited

‘17 ‘16 ‘11 ‘03 ‘98

1 1 1 1 1 Blackbird 51 17

2 2= 1= 3 2 Blue Tit 50 17

3 2= 6 14 15 Woodpigeon 47 17

3= 7 4 5 7 Dunnock 47 17

5 4 3 1= 4 Robin 46 17

6 6 11 6= 5 Magpie 42 17

7 5 4= 4 3 Great Tit 39 15

8 8 8 10 13 Coal Tit 38 15

9 12 13 16 17 Goldfinch 36 15

10 9 9 6 6 Chaffinch 42 15

11 13 10 14 11 Starling 33 15

12 11 12 13 14 Long-tailed Tit 32 16

13 15 7 8 9 Collared Dove 31 14

14 14 14 11 8 House Sparrow 30 14

15 10 16 12 12 Wren 34 17

16 18 --- - - Nuthatch 23 8

17 19 15 9 10 Greenfinch 22 12

18 17 19 19 - Bullfinch 21 11

19 - - 20 17 Sparrowhawk 17 14

20 16 18 18 16 Jay 17 8

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Many  thanks  to  Joan  Smith  for  kindly  allowing  us  the continuing  use of  her  late
husband Colin’s photographs in our publications.  
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FIELD TRIPS

Marton Mere, Blackpool – Saturday 25th November

A walk around the mere to see what we can find including possibly Bittern, wildfowl,
owls, Water Rail and Cetti’s Warbler.

Meet in Lawson Drive, opposite the playing fields at 9.00 am.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Will members please note that subscriptions were due for renewal on 1st September.

Subscription rates are to remain unchanged for the coming season as follows:-
Grade of Membership 2017 / 2018

Adult £10.00
Family £15.00
Seniors. £8.00
Senior Family £12.00
Junior (under 18) Free

Members who attend meetings are requested to make a donation at the door.   A
charge of £2.00 is made for non-members.

Members who are not able to attend meetings may send their subscription direct to:- 

Mr Keith Woan,
80 Carleton Road,
Chorley,
PR6 8UB

Subscriptions may also be paid by Standing  Order.   This  reduces  administration,
particularly in enabling the Society, which is a registered Charity, to claim back tax on
the subscription of those members who have also signed Gift Aid Declarations, and at
no extra cost to the member.  For further details, contact the Membership Secretary or
the Treasurer.   Thanks to  those members who have  already arranged to  pay by
Standing Order.  Thanks also to those who have signed Gift Aid Declarations.  One
advantage of this over the covenant scheme is that we can claim for all subscriptions -
not just those paid by Standing Order - as long as you have signed a Declaration.

 DATA PROTECTION

Records  of  name,  address,  telephone  numbers  and  type  of  membership  of  the
Society's  members are now stored on computer.   If  you object to this information
about yourself being stored in this manner, please notify the Membership Secretary in
writing of your objection.
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Sep 21

Sep 28

Oct 19

Nov 16

Dec 14

Jan 18

Feb 15

Mar 15

Apr 19

WINTER PROGRAMME 2017/2018

‘Wild Mersey’

Annual General Meeting

‘Birding in Cumbria, Dumfries & Galloway’

‘Birds & Other Animals of the Brazilian
Pantanal’’

‘Red Squirrels’

‘Alpine Flowers’

‘Bird Photography, Ringing & the Future’

‘Britain’s Got Talons’

‘Wild Encounters’

Bill Morton

Members Only

John Miles

Ron Jackson

David Beattie

Irene Ridge

Ben Tarvie

Peter Smith

Brian Rafferty

All  the above meetings will  be held at  St Mary's  Parish Centre, Devonshire Road,
Chorley and commence at 7.30 p.m.  Please note that all meetings are on a Thursday
evening.  Visitors are welcome at all the meetings.

For confirmation of the programme and further information about the Society, please
contact:-  Keith Woan on Chorley (01257) 278759.

Or visit our Website:   www.chorleynats.org.uk. Or follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

DEADLINES

The deadlines for  receipt  of  articles,  letters  and book  reviews  for  the forthcoming
issues of the Newsletter are:-

No 160

No 161

Winter 2017 / 18

Spring 2018

21st January 2018

21st April 2018

All contributions for Newsletters should be sent to the Editor – 
Neil Southworth, 9, Queensgate, Chorley, PR7 2PX (01257 276065).
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