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THE NOTIFICATION OF THE WEST PENNINE MOORS
AS A SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST (SSSI)

It has been a notable summer on the West Pennine
Moors (WPM) with a host of locally scarce, or
previously unrecorded upland specialities reported.
Botanically, the consolidation or spread of existing
restricted populations of Moonwort, Great Sundew,
Royal Fern, Round-leaved Sundew and Bell
Heather were noted whilst in many areas, vast
carpets of Cranberry fruited in abundance.
Highlights were the locating of new colonies of
Marsh Andromeda, Cowberry and Labrador Tea,
whilst pride of place went to the discovery of Manystalked Spike-rush, a native perennial new to the
WPM.
th

Great Sundew, Belmont Moor 30 August
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rd

Bilberry Bumblebee, Belmont 23 June

Moving away from vascular plants, a population of the upland specialist Bilberry
Bumblebee was confirmed at Belmont and whilst Adder numbers in the east of the
WPM were down, a male seen in the west by a competent observer in August,
confirmed the continuing presence of a relict population there. The WPM is well
known for its important breeding bird populations, particularly of waders and gulls, and
2016 was no exception; with the highpoints probably being the ten species of
breeding wader across the area and the fledging of at least 38 juvenile Mediterranean
Gulls from within the UK’s largest Black-headed Gullery at Belmont.
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However, eclipsing all of the above and further to the announcement in the CDNHS
February Newsletter (no. 152), the icing on the cake was the news that has just been
confirmed that Natural England has notified the West Pennine Moors as a SSSI.
The designation should be completed, following the consultation period, by August
2017.
The SSSI area covers a massive 76km², largely of unenclosed moorland from
Anglezarke Moor in the west, Darwen Moor in the north, Smithills Moor in the south
through to Holcombe Moor in the east. Also included are some key areas of in-bye
fields and upland woodland (including Rivington’s Dean Wood, Lead Mines Clough
and the south Roddlesworth Plantations), the area’s largest Heronry at Entwistle plus
one major waterbody, Belmont Reservoir together with its surrounding in-bye fields.
Because of the previous lack of designation of the WPM, we subconsciously have
perhaps thought of them as of lesser importance than the nearby Bowland Fells or
South Pennines. No longer, as the Natural England’s SSSI process has highlighted
that the WPM is richer in many aspects, particularly in Sphagna and some breeding
bird aggregations, than its near neighbours.
In these days where ‘listing’, forums and ‘viz-mig’ are all the vogue; we are fortunate
locally to have a number of naturalists (including several CHDHS Society members)
who have carried out more ‘traditional’ methods of recording by systematically
mapping plants, breeding birds, Sphagna and fungi to Natural England criteria. It is
only through their recording of the ‘regular’ and ‘breeding’ species over many years of
painstaking, and often unrecognised, work that the SSSI has come to pass. The
designation is therefore just reward for these fieldworkers whose names you rarely, if
ever, see on a forum or blog.
There have been many other contributors to the notification outside of field surveyors;
including those who wrote to Natural England and their MP’s, plus some of our MP’s
themselves who lobbied on our behalf, as well as pressure and publicity from the
RSPB, Wildlife Trust and some well-known ‘national bloggers’. Local Natural England
staff were also supportive throughout, even when some of their peers at headquarters
appeared less than enthusiastic to proceed with the designation.
Special mention must be given to my two fellow authors of the 2007 ‘Conspectus of
SSSI Consideration of the WPM’, Peter Jepson and Tim Melling, whose assiduous
recording and lobbying has been a major influence in attaining the statutory protection
of the West Pennine Moors.
I sincerely hope that the illustrious former botanists and naturalists that once walked
the West Pennine Moors, names such as W H Western, T K Holden, T Greenlees, M
B Horan, Alfred Hazelwood, Frank Lowe, Eric Hardy, Rev. C E Shaw, John
Butterworth, John Whitelegg and Eric Ward to name but a few; will feel some pride in
the achievement of today’s generation who walk in their eminent footsteps.
Steve Martin
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FUNGI REPORT
This year the summer months have been unusually dry and consequently have not
produced the conditions that fungi prefer. However the following fungi have been
recorded in the CDNHS area, with Chorley Cemetery providing the venue for the
majority of the sightings:July – Red Cracking Bolete (Boletus chrysenteron) were observed at Hib Bibi in
Coppull, on the access track from Coppull Moor Lane to the Nature Reserve for the
second year running. Blackening Waxcap (Hygrocybe conica) was noted at White
Coppice alongside the track under the quarries at Stronstey Bank and later that month
Goblet Waxcap (Hygrocybe cantharellus) and Egghead Mottlegill (Panaeolus
semiovatus) were also seen. Several specimens of The Blusher (Amanita rubescens)
and Brown Birch Bolete (Leccinum scabrum) were noted in a garden at Great
Knowley, on Healey Nab and in Chorley Cemetery.

Stinking Dapperling (Lepiota cristata)
Common Earthball (Scleroderma citrinum) was seen on Healey Nab in July and also
on the railway embankment on Croston Moss in August.
In July Chorley Cemetery also produced records of Stinking Dapperling (Lepiota
cristata), Slippery Jack (Suillus luteus), Bloody Brittlegill (Russula sanguinaria) ,
Psilocybe semilanceta and Fused Tooth (Phellodon confluens) (first noted on
26.06.16), which was a new species for the observer in the CDNHS area.
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August – A good number of Ochre Brittlegill (Russula ochroleuca) were
Tanhouse Brook valley area of Great Knowley as well as Jelly Ear
auricular-judae), Birch Polypore (Piptoporus betulinus), Turkeytail
versicolor), Scurfy Deceiver (Laccaria proxima), Egghead Mottlegill
semiovatus) and Common Puffball (Lycoperdon perlatum).

Scurfy Deceiver (Laccaria proxima
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Chorley Cemetery also produced a wide range of species in August, with Weeping
Widow (Lacrymaria lacrymabunda), Poisonpie (Hebeloma crustuliniforme), The Miller
(Clitopilus prunulus), The Blusher (Amanita rubescens), Bovine Bolete (Suillus
bovines), Brown Birch Bolete (Leccinum scabrum), Turkeytail (Trametes versicolor),
Slippery Jack (Suillus luteus) and a good showing of Fairy Inkcap (Coprinellus
disseminates). It should be noted however that the Grey Squirrels find fungi a
convenient food source and many bore the marks of their teeth.

The Blusher (Amanita rubescens)

The stand out fungi for the Summer months undoubtedly was a specimen of Silky
Rosegill (Volariella bombycina) seen on an Ash tree along the Anglezarke trail. In text
books it is noted as uncommon to rare and is a first for the CDNHS area.
September – there was a good showing of Bruising Webcap (Cortinarius
purpurascens) in Chorley Cemetery in a ring around a Beech tree, they were first
noted on 28.08.16, but became more visible by 04.09.16 and were still in evidence on
18.09.16. Also seen at the same venue were Weeping Widow (Lacrymaria
lacrymabunda), Shaggy Inkcap (Caprinus comatus), Poisonpie (Hebeloma
crustuliniforme), Bloody Brittlegill (Russula sanguinaria) and a possible Cortinarius
largus.
Len Poxon
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INSECT REPORT

Painted Lady
As predicted in the last newsletter, the Painted Lady has been seen frequently in the
summer months. They were reported form a dozen or so sites. There were good
numbers on Croston Moss and they graced the Buddleia bushes in many gardens.
There was a fascinating programme about their migration on BBC a week or two ago,
which is well worth finding on iPlayer if you missed it. Apparently most of our insects
travel up from Morocco. This year the migration was delayed by the cold wet weather
in France in May and June. At least it wasn’t due to industrial action at the Channel
Ports. I would say that, despite the welcome presence of Painted Ladies, overall it
has been a rather poor summer for our common garden butterflies. I have seen very
few Peacock butterflies in the garden this summer, and that seems to have been the
general position. It was therefore surprising and very pleasing to get records from
th
Croston Moss where they were reported in high numbers on 5 August, then around
th
200 were estimated on 6 . I wonder where they all came from and where they went
to. In fact, none of our resident Vanessid species were very numerous. The
maximum count of Red Admirals was at Pilling Lane where 6 were seen feeding.
Small Tortoiseshells were well down in numbers, except again at Croston Moss where
high numbers were seen at the end of August.
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I am pleased to report 3 sightings of the Wall butterfly. All came from the Eyes Lane
th
and Croston Moss areas. The best was 2 seen on 14 August. Amazingly we had no
records at all for the Common Blue, which has done pretty well in the last few years.
Presumably the wet spring did not suit the species. If anyone did see one and forgot
to submit, please let me know. We had a handful of records for the Holly Blue
(singles from garden through August) and only one record for the Small Copper.

Black Darter seen at Hic Bibi and near Great Hill

Hic Bibi produced the first records for 4 years of the Ruddy Darter. A single male was
th
identified on Sept 7 . It is easy enough to overlook these as Common Darters, so a
careful close up inspection is necessary for certainty. Black Darters were also seen at
Hic Bibi as well as on the Moors near Great Hill. Emerald Damselflies were another
species found at Hic Bibi. Cuerden was the only other site where they were seen. I
have not had reports of either of these last two species from their usual stronghold at
Healey Nab. Did anyone see them there this summer?
Phil Kirk
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BIRD REPORT
July
Breeding records were again the main feature. The pair of Mute Swan on the lake in
Astley Park held on to the one remaining cygnet. It was a better year for Great
rd
Crested Grebe. The pair in Yarrow Valley Park had two young by the 3 , a pair at
th
th
Croston Twin Lakes had 3 young (4 ), a pair at Heapey Lodges had 2 young (13 )
th
and a pair on Anglezarke Reservoir produced a chick by the 27 . A female Mandarin
th
with 3 young was on Syd Brook at Eccleston (20 ). A Mallard with 4 young was on
th
Heapey No. 2 lodge (13 ). A juvenile Goosander was on the river in Yarrow Valley
th
Park (24 ). The moulting flock of Canada Geese on Anglezarke reservoir numbered
th
100 on the 17 . 41 Greylag Geese plus young were on Upper Rivington Reservoir
th
(4 ). Two pairs of Coot at Yarrow Valley Park finally produced 2 and 3 young
respectively, but young in Astley Park were slightly more advanced although a pair
was also still incubating. Moorhen with young were noted at Common Bank Lodge,
Heapey Lodges and Withnell Fold.
Seven species of wader were recorded. A Whimbrel was seen flying up Lower
th
Rivington Reservoir (16 ), a Black-tailed Godwit dropped into Yarrow Valley Park
th
th
(26 ) and 2 Golden Plover were disturbed by a Peregrine on Croston Moss (26 ).
Resident Oystercatchers were at Withnell Fold, Croston Twin Lakes and Anglezarke
Reservoir, where 4 were seen together. A Common Sandpiper was also on
th
Anglezarke Reservoir (27 ). Lapwing were by now gathering into post-breeding
rd
th
flocks with 50 at Withnell Fold (3 ) and 20+ at Eccleston (19 ). Snipe were noted at
th
st
Withnell Fold (25 ) and Great Knowley (31 ).

Whimbrel seen flying over Lower Rivington Reservoir
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rd

There were two sightings of Hobby, one on Mawdesley Moss (3 ) and another at
th
Chisnall (11 ). The only Peregrine sighting away from Morrison’s was the one which
th
disturbed a couple of Golden Plover on Croston Moss (26 ). Kestrel records came
from Anglezarke Moor, Hic Bibi, White Coppice, Cuerden Valley Park, Mawdesley
Moss and Great Knowley, with three birds at each of the last 2 sites. Sparrowhawk
sightings came from a similar number of sites but as usual these were generally brief
rd
views of hunting birds. Three Buzzards were at Withnell Fold (3 ), 2 at White
th
nd
th
Coppice (17 ) and 2 over Lower Burgh Meadow (22 ), with singles at Hic Bibi (14 ),
th
st
Mawdesley Moss (18 ) and a juvenile at Eccleston (21 ). A young Tawny Owl was
th
th
noted at Eccleston (6 ) and a Barn Owl record came from the same location (24 ).
Despite the breeding failure, up to 2 Common Terns remained at Yarrow Valley Park
th
th
until the 12 . Two more were at Croston Twin lakes (4 ) and 3 juveniles were at
th
Lower Rivington Reservoir (16 ). There was a report of 4 Kingfishers together,
perched on the tern raft in Yarrow Valley Park and presumably, therefore, a family
th
group. An adult and juvenile were on Syd Brook (14 ). Other records came from
Cuerden Valley Park, Withnell Fold and Yarrow Valley golf course. A pair of Ringth
necked Parakeets was seen in Astley Park (28 ). Great Spotted Woodpecker
sightings came from Mawdesley, Adlington, Cuerden Valley Park, Eccleston and
Withnell Fold, where a juvenile was seen.
th

Swifts were seen going to the nest in Eccleston (6 ), 4 were around a breeding site in
nd
rd
Coppull (22 ), but the 40 or so in Pilling Lane on the 23 must have been a local
colony gathering for the flight south. Hirundines in post-breding flocks included 30
th
House Martin over Anglezarke Reservoir (17 ) and around 100 Swallow at Withnell
th
Fold (24 ). Grey Wagtails with young were noted at Yarrow Valley Park (5rh) and
th
th
White Coppice (6 ). Pied Wagtails with young were also at White Coppice (10 ). A
th
couple of Yellow Wagtails were noted on Mawdesley Moss (29 ).
A juvenile Whinchat was a
good find on Mawdesley
th
Moss (26 ). Two pairs of
Stonechat with 4 and 3
young respectively were
rd
noted at White Coppice (3 ).
A pair of Redstart was at
nd
Lead Mines Clough (2 ). A
Spotted
Flycatcher
at
th
Eccleston on the 13 was an
intriguing find. There has
been no breeding record of
the species in that locality
for many years, but it seems
an early date for a returning
bird.
Whinchat
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th

Grasshopper Warblers were reeling on Anglezarke Moor (14 ) and at Great Knowley
st
th
(31 ). 3 singing Reed Warblers were on Top Lodge in Yarrow Valley Park (8 ).
rd
Sedge Warblers were at Hic Bibi (3 ), Lower Burgh Meadow, where young were
nd
st
being fed (22 ) and Great Knowley (31 ). Whitethroat sightings came from Great
Knowley, Hic Bibi and Mawdesley Moss. A flock of 30 Linnet was at the last site on
th
the 18 – presumably a post-breeding flock.

Siskin
nd

th

Siskins at Lead Mines Clough (2 ) and White Coppice (4 on 10 ) could well have
been from a local breeding population.
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August

Water Rail seen at Yarrow Valley Park
Main wildfowl sighting for the month was of 5 Common Scoter at Belmont Reservoir
th
rd
on the 5 . The female / juvenile Goosander was again on Anglezarke Reservoir (3 )
th
and 5 juveniles were on the Yarrow at Eccleston (5 ). Just one young Tufted Duck
survived on High Bullough, accompanied by up to 8 adults. Mandarin sightings
th
th
included 2 on Syd Brook (11 ), 10 on Adlington Reservoir (11 ), and 5 juveniles on
th
the Yarrow at Eccleston (14 ). The pair of Great Crested Grebes at Yarrow valley
park held onto the one surviving young. Two pairs at Croston Twin Lakes had 2 and
3 young. The pair with a single young on Anglezarke Reservoir was noted again on
th
th
the 8 . Four adults and 2 juveniles were at Belmont Reservoir (13 ). A Little Grebe
th
was on Lower Healey Top Lodge (27 ). A Water Rail was at Yarrow Valley Park
rd
(23 ). A strange record was of a Cormorant standing by a footpath at White Coppice
th
on the 24 . The observer was able to pass close by the bird which appeared to be
quite healthy.
A Ruff was in a flock of Lapwings along George’s Lane Rivington on several days
mid-month, and presumably the same bird was in the same flock of Lapwings at the
st
south end of Lower Rivington reservoir (21 ). A Black-tailed Godwit dropped in briefly
st
at Withnell Fold flash on the 21 , when there was also a Snipe present. Another
th
Snipe was noted near Syd Brook (17 ), where at least 2 Green Sandpipers spent
th
most of the month. Another was also seen along the Yarrow at Eccleston (15 ).
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th

Common Sandpipers were recorded at Common Bank Lodge (7 ), 2 on Upper
th
st
Rivington Reservoir (17 ) and one on Lower Rivington reservoir (21 ). It would be
nice to think that these may have been local breeding birds, but it’s just as likely that
rd
they were birds on return passage. A Curlew was at Eccleston on the 3 and 3
th
Redshank were on Anglezarke Reservoir (8 ). Post-breeding Lapwing flocks
th
th
included 40 on Croston Moss (5 ), 20 on Anglezarke reservoir (10 ) and 200 at the
st
south end of Lower Rivington Reservoir (21 ).
Belmont Reservoir had a purple patch mid-month of raptors on passage with both
th
th
th
Hen and Marsh Harrier on the 13 and Osprey on 14 &15 . A Red Kite was also
th
recorded but this time at Eccleston and also on the 13 . A Hobby on Croston Moss
rd
chasing Swallows on the 3 added to the raptor fest. Of the regulars, Peregrines
th
th
were noted on Croston Moss (5 ), Morrison’s chimney (13 ), Bretherton Eyes (15th)
th
and a juvenile on Winter Hill (17 ). Multiple Buzzard sightings included 4 at Eccleston
th
th
th
(26 ) and 4 at Euxton (28 ). Similarly, 4 Kestrel were on Croston Moss (4 ) and 2
th
rd
were at White Coppice (28 ). Barn Owl sightings came from Eccleston (3 ), White
th
th
Coppice (15 ) and 2 at Great Knowley (27 ). Around 30 Grey Partridge were
th
reported from Croston Moss (5 ), which is suggestive of released birds, although I
believed that releases these days were confined to Red-leggeds. Several hundred
th
Woodpigeon were seen leaving a presumed roost on the 8 . Kingfisher records came
from all parts as dispersal took place, with sightings on the Syd Brook and the Yarrow
at Eccleston, the Douglas at Croston, Common Bank Lodge and Yarrow Valley Park
in Chorley, Arley nature reserve and Anglezarke Reservoir. A pair of Ring-necked
nd
Parakeets was again in Astley Park (2 ).
th

40 plus Swift over Croston Moss on the 4 were a sign that they were on their way.
th
15 were also at White Coppice on the same day. 12 were over Ulnes Walton 98 ) 7
th
th
over Syd Brook (13 ), with the final sighting being one at Eccleston (17 ). 40 House
rd
Martin at Eccleston (23 ) were possibly also getting ready to depart. Large flocks of
th
Swallow were also seen during the month including 100 over Croston Moss (4 ), 50
th
st
over Bretherton Eyes (14 ), 40 over Yarrow Reservoir (21 ) and a massive 500 over
th
Buckshaw Village (28 ).
nd

A juvenile Black Redstart was on Winter Hill (2 ) and a Common Redstart was at
th
White Coppice (14 ). Whinchat passage continued on Croston Moss with 3 there on
th
th
the 5 and 4 on the 24 . Family parties of Stonechat were recorded at White Coppice
th
th
th
(3 on 14 and 4 on 24 ), 2 in George’s lane (18 ) and individuals on Croston Moss
nd
th
(22 ). There was a good Wheatear passage with 4 at Rivington (16 ), 3 on Winter
th
th
st
rd
Hill (17 ), 3 in George’s Lane (18 ), 3 on Croston Moss (21 ), 4 on Great Hill (23 )
st
and one on Coppull Moor (31 ). Spotted Flycatchers were again at Eccleston, both
st
th
along the Syd Brook (21 ) and the Yarrow (25 ). Warbler species included 10
th
th
Whitethroat on Croston Moss (5 ), Lesser Whitethroat at Eccleston (12 ) and 3
th
Sedge Warblers at Bretherton Eyes (15 ).
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th

Yellow Wagtail was again seen on Croston Moss (6 ) and 2 were on Bretherton Eyes
th
(8 ).

Yellow Wagtail
Mistle Thrush can often be found in small groups at this time of year, such as the 12
th
at Eccleston and the 20 on Croston Moss, both on the 5 . The post-breeding flock of
th
Linnet on Croston Moss had increased to a massive 500 by the 18 , which begs the
question as to whether they are all from local breeding populations or whether they
include wintering birds from far afield. The 30 Tree Sparrow on Bretherton Eyes pale
th
into insignificance by comparison. Buntings on Croston Moss on the 5 included 5
Corn, 20 Reed and 10 Yellow.

Corn Bunting
14

September
rd

A female Mute Swan arrived on Big Lodge in Yarrow Valley Park around the 3 , and
was seemingly welcomed by the widowed male. 30 Pink-footed Geese in two small
th
skeins over Croston on the 16 was an indication that autumn was on its way. By the
th
26 , 11 were down feeding on the moss. Teal, also, had started to return with
th
numbers on Anglezarke Reservoir building up to 15 by the 24 , singles arriving at
th
th
Lower Healey and Yarrow Valley Park (17 ) and 3 at Withnell Fold (24 ). 8 Tufted
th
st
Duck were at Lower Healey (17 ) and 6 were at Yarrow Valley Park (21 ). The
rd
female / juvenile Goosander was again on Anglezarke Reservoir (3 ), 2 were on
th
th
Common Bank Lodge (11 ) and one was on the Douglas at Croston (18 ). A Great
nd
Crested Grebe with a single young was on the lake in Cuerden Valley Park (2 ). 7
th
adults and 3 juveniles were on Croston Twin Lakes on the 17 . A Little Grebe was
th
th
noted on Common Bank Lodge on the 11 , but it wasn’t until the 18 that a pair with 3
th
chicks suddenly appeared. A Little Grebe was on Heapey No.6 lodge on the 18 .
th

A Little Egret was seen prospecting the north end of Anglezarke on the 19 , but
decided against it and headed off west. A Greenshank was on Adlington Reservoir
th
on the 15 when 2 Green Sandpipers were also present. Green Sandpiper was also
th
on Syd Brook again throughout the month and also on the Yarrow at Eccleston (10 ).
rd
Common Sandpipers were noted on Anglezarke Reservoir (3 ) and in Yarrow Valley
nd
Park (22 ). Best Snipe count was at Belmont Reservoir where 18 were counted on
th
the 18 . There were still around 100 Lapwing at the south end of Lower Rivington
th
Reservoir on the 11 .

18 Snipe counted at Belmont
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Raptor records didn’t quite match up to August, but weren’t bad nonetheless with
th
th
Osprey at Belmont (17 ), Red Kite over Croston Moss (18 ) and Hobby at Bretherton
th
th
th
Eyes (12 ) and Eccleston (26 ). Two Peregrines were on Morrison’s chimney (19 ),
nd
but all other sightings came from the west including one at Eccleston (22 ) and 2 on
th
th
Croston Moss (26 ). Multiple Buzzard sightings included 3 at Eccleston (8 ), 7 at
th
th
Great Knowley (10 ) and 8 at Rivington (11 ).

Little Owl
th

A Barn Owl was again at Ecclesdton on the 9 , and a Little Owl was on Croston
Moss. A pair of Tawny Owls were calling to each other at Cuerden Valley Park on the
nd
th
2 . A single was at Bretherton Eyes on the 6 and 3 were at the north end of
th
Anglezarke Reservoir on the 19 .
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A Green Woodpecker along George’s Lane, Rivington was one of only very few
sightings this year of a species which is described in the Lancashire Bird Report as
doing well in the north of the county but seems to be on its way out of the Chorley
area. Kingfishers on the other hand seem to be prospering with birds see on Syd
Brook, the Yarrow at Eccleston, Anglezarke reservoir, Astley Park, White Coppice, the
canal at Withnell Fold and the ditches on Croston Moss.
th

Swallows on the move included 10 at Great Knowley (11 ), 50 over Bretherton Eyes
th
th
(12 ) and 20 on Croston Moss (20 ). House Martin numbers were much more
impressive especially passage at White Coppice which seems to be an annual event.
th
th
300 were estimated there on the 11 and 500 on the 20 . Elsewhere, 30 were over
st
nd
th
Astley Park (1 ), 20 over Syd Brook (2 ) and 100 at Withnell (8 ). As is often the
case, as the majority were leaving, pairs were still feeding young including 2 or 3 at a
th
small colony on Eaves Lane on the 11 . Wheatear passage continued with birds
th
seen on several dates on Croston Moss, 6 on Winter Hill (11 ) and singles on
th
th
Withnell Moor (18 ), and Great Hill (20 ). Chiffchaffs were still singing across the
th
nd
area until at least the 26 , and 6 were counted in a tit flock along Syd Brook on 22 .

th

Chiffchaff still singing on 26 September
th

The first Fieldfare arrived in the form of a flock of 12 at White Coppice (27 ). 15
th
Mistle Thrush were at Buckshaw Village (27 ). Starling numbers on Croston Moss
th
th
were building up with 530 there on 19 . A Willow Tit was at Lower Healey on the 17 .
I.Ball, D.Beattie, D.Beevers, J.Catt, J.Cobham, B.Derbyshire, D.Downing, T.Dunn,
J.Edwards, M.Fishwick, J.Frankland, M.Graham, M.Greenhalgh, L.Harrison,
P.Hodson, J.Howlett, R.Hoyle, C&T.Johnson, P.King, P.Kirk, P.Krischkiw, E.Langrish,
A.Leach, G.Lilley, J.Love, S.Martin, M.Nightingale, L.Poxon, C.Rae, J.Riley, N.Root,
L.Rose, P.Ross, P.Rowlands, I.Ryding, N.Southworth, R.Spencer, M.Stuart, J.Sutton,
C.Thistlethwaite, N.&T.West, P.West, T.Westhead, P.Whittaker, I. Whittle, K.Woan.
Please continue to send your records to the forum or the editor.
Neil Southworth
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GARDEN BIRD SURVEY
The Garden Bird Survey again took place during the winter months between
December 2015 and March 2016. 19 completed forms were returned, which
disappointingly is four less than last year. Thank you to all those who took part. The
medium sized suburban garden remains the most numerous contributor. The
average number of species per garden was 23.21, which is again slightly up on last
year. Great Knowley was again the winning location with two gardens there each
recording 36 species, followed by gardens at Croston, Euxton and Rivington each
recording 30 species. The distribution of gardens was as follows:-

Location

Urban

Suburban

Rural

1

14

4

Small

Medium

Large

2

12

5

Size

The total number of species
recorded this year was 48,
one less than last year, with
Fieldfare again being the
most notable absentee.
Barn Owl was a welcome
new addition to the list. The
total number of species
recorded in the 16 years or
so that the survey has been
running now stands at 67.
The following chart is based
on number of gardens
visited by each species. A
weighting is then used to
separate species in case of equality. Thus the first six in the table visited all 19
gardens, but Blackbird was the most frequently seen species based on the weighting.
th

Perhaps because of the weighting system, House Sparrow has plunged down to 14
despite being seen in 16 of the gardens. Woodpigeon has continued its rise and is
th
now in equal second place, whilst in contrast Collared Dove has slipped to 15 – its
lowest position since the survey began. It could be that the two are connected,
although Collared Dove is also often the victim of Sparrowhawk attacks. The
th
Greenfinch story doesn’t get any better, falling down to 19 and only just keeping its
place in the Top 20. Will it still be there next year? There were no new entries this
th
year with Carrion Crow holding on to its 20 position.
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Outside the Top 20, it was a better winter for Siskin and Brambling which were
recorded in 9 and 3 gardens respectively. Redwing were recorded in just 2 but there
was again no record at all for Fieldfare. Blackcap was recorded in 3 gardens and
Chiffchaff in one. The species which didn’t make the Top 20 were as follows:Song Thrush and Great Spotted Woodpecker (11 gardens), Sparrowhawk and Siskin
(9 gardens), Jackdaw, (7), Goldcrest, Grey Wagtail, Stock Dove and Tawny Owl (5),
Mistle Thrush, Mallard and Reed Bunting (4), Pheasant, Blackcap, Treecreeper,
Brambling and Lesser Redpoll (3), Grey Heron, Barn Owl, Feral Pigeon, Redwing,
Willow Tit, Tree Sparrow and Linnet (2), and Kestrel, Pied Wagtail, Chiffchaff and
Rook (one each).
We will again be running the survey on the same basis in the coming winter, so I look
forward to receiving all your forms, plus perhaps a few more besides?

Year

Species

Weighted
score

Gardens
visited

Blackbird

56

19

‘16

‘15

‘11

‘03

‘98

1

1

1

1

1

2=

1=

1=

3

2

Blue Tit

54

19

2=

4

6

14

15

Woodpigeon

54

19

4

5

3

1=

4

Robin

50

19

5

6

4=

4

3

Great Tit

49

19

6

7

11

6=

5

Magpie

48

19

7

3

4

5

7

Dunnock

50

18

8

11

8

10

13

Coal Tit

45

18

9

9

9

6

6

Chaffinch

42

18

10

15

16

12

12

Wren

29

18

11

14

12

13

14

Long-tailed Tit

32

17

12

11

13

16

17

Goldfinch

34

16

13

13

10

14

11

Starling

31

16

14

8

14

11

8

House Sparrow

28

16

15

10

7

8

9

Collared Dove

31

14

16

18

18

18

16

Jay

28

14

17

20

19

19

-

Bullfinch

20

14

18

16

---

-

-

Nuthatch

29

13

19

17

15

9

10

Greenfinch

22

13

20

19

21

24

--

Carrion Crow

16

10
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
st

Will members please note that subscriptions were due for renewal on 1 September.
Subscription rates are to remain unchanged for the current season and are now as
follows:Grade of Membership

2016 / 2017

Adult
Family
Seniors.
Senior Family
Junior (under 18)

£10.00
£15.00
£8.00
£12.00
Free

Members who attend meetings are requested to make a donation at the door.
charge of £2.00 is made for non-members.

A

WINTER PROGRAMME 2016/2017
Dec 15

‘Woodland Ecology’

Irene Ridge

Jan 19

‘Doffcocker Lodge LNR’

Rick Parker

Feb 16

‘Birds of Turton and Edgworth’

John Barlow

Mar 16

‘Raptor Migration in Southern Spain’

Dennis Atherton

Apr 20

‘Photographing Butterflies and Moths’

Laura Sivell

All the above meetings will be held at St Mary's Parish Centre, Devonshire Road,
Chorley and commence at 7.30 p.m. Please note that all meetings are on a Thursday
evening. Visitors are welcome at all the meetings.
For confirmation of the programme and further information about the Society, please
contact:- Chairman:- Keith Woan on Chorley (01257) 278759.
Or visit our Website: www.chorleynats.org.uk.
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DEADLINES
The deadlines for receipt of articles, letters and book reviews for the forthcoming
issues of the Newsletter are:-

No 156

Winter 2016 /7

No 157

Spring 2017

st

21 January 2017
st

21 April 2017

All contributions for Newsletters should be sent to the Editor –
Neil Southworth, 9, Queensgate, Chorley, PR7 2PX (01257 276065).
DATA PROTECTION
Records of name, address, telephone numbers and type of membership of the
Society's members are now stored on computer. If you object to this information
about yourself being stored in this manner, please notify the Membership Secretary in
writing of your objection.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Many thanks to Joan Smith for kindly allowing us the continuing use of her late
husband Colin’s photographs in our publications.
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