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QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 
 

Newsletter No. 154 Summer 2016 
 

Chorley and District Natural History Society is a 
Registered Charity: Registration Number 513466 

 
EDITORIAL 

 
Welcome back everyone to the new indoor season.  There’s plenty of quality amongst 
the speakers to guarantee an excellent series of talks.  We hope you all enjoy them. 
 
Our first Field Trip will be a Fungal Foray at White Coppice on Saturday 22nd October 
at 10.00 am.  We may also see some winter thrushes. 
 

Neil Southworth (Editor) 
 

FLORA REPORT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was a busy few months for all the botanists from April to June.  The Biodiverse 
Society asked us to help in two areas.  The first was Ackhurst Wood in April then Tan 
House Valley in May.  The embarrassing moment in Ackhurst was when the small 
area of moschatel was spotted by the bird recorder rather than the two botanists who 
were attending.  On the Tan House Valley survey, my focus was diverted by watching 
a large red damselfly emerge from its nymph shell.  Scores of records were obtained 
on these surveys and have yet to be examined.  We also had a superb show of 
bluebells this year as can be seen from this photo of some in Cuerden Valley Park. 
The photo is courtesy of Andy Rowett 

 
David Beattie 



2 

INSECT REPORT 
 
It seems to be a Painted Lady year.  Records came in from 5th June onwards with a 
count of 4 on Croston Moss on7th June.  Hopefully we will see more later in the 
summer.   Look out for other migrants such as Silver Y, Hummingbird Hawk Moths, or 
even maybe some Clouded Yellows. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Painted Lady 
 

Brimstones seem to be much more regular locally than they used to be. They were 
seen at 6 sites in April and May, although none were reported from Lower Burgh 
Meadows where their larvae have been found in previous years.   
 

 
 
 
Green Hairstreaks were 
seen in small numbers in 
the White Coppice to Great 
Hill area.  The days of 
massive numbers in that 
area appear to have 
passed. 
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The Small Heath is possibly the least conspicuous of our local butterflies.  Locally 
they are usually found in small numbers each year on the moors, but this year large 
numbers were reported from the Dean Black Brook and Great Hill area.  As many as 
57 were counted on 6th June.  It is not the first time that high counts have been 
reported.  In 2012, 150 were counted near Belmont.  I would suggest that the species 
in probably under-recorded.  It should be looked for in June and early July. 

Small Heath 
 

It is a species found throughout the country.  I quote from UK Butterflies Website: 
 
“This species can be found in many different habitats, especially those that are more 
open, such as grassland, heathland, railway embankments, disused quarries, 
meadows and sand dunes.  It occurs only sparingly in woodland where it can be found 
in ones and twos along wide woodland rides.  Wherever it occurs, the adults prefer a 
shorter grass sward than closely related species.” 
 
Large Skipper seemed to have a good season with as many as 6 counted near 
Adlington on 20th June.  This species is not as often recorded locally as in the past, so 
all sightings are welcomed.  Another species which should be around in May is the 
Wall.  Regrettably I have had no records as yet this year. 
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Several of our Odonata species were seen in decent numbers. Banded Demoiselles 
were numerous at Lower Heapey and at Cuerden, where Four Spotted Chasers were 
also common.  The Dragonfly Breeding Pond near the A49 entrance to Cuerden 
Valley Park is as good a place as any to look for Odonata.  Migrant Hawker and 
Emperor Dragonflies were also seen there. 

Black Tailed Skimmer 
 

For the second consecutive year a Black Tailed Skimmer has been found locally.  A 
male was seen at Ulnes Walton on 22nd June. Although we are towards the northern 
end of its main distribution range, there is no reason that we shouldn’t get more as 
they are common enough at Mere Sands Wood. The species is known to be 
extending its range northwards, so keep a lookout. 
 

Phil Kirk 
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BIRD REPORT 
April 
 
Winter visitors were still to be seen, in particular Fieldfare at Eccleston, with a flock of 
120 on the 6th, 40 on the 8th and still 12 on the 29th.  No Redwing record was received 
but a couple of Brambling were at Great Knowley on the 5th and another was at 
Adlington / Heath Charnock on the 14th. 
 
Most of the winter wildfowl had left, although there were still 20 Teal at Withnell Fold 
(9th) and a pair of Gadwall at the same site on the same day.  In fact, resident wildfowl 
had already produced young, including Mallard with 11 chicks at Bretherton (16th) and 
Coot with 3 chicks at a pond in Tincklers Lane fields, Eccleston (30th).  Apart from the 
usual residents, Mute Swan sightings included 7 on Bretherton Eyes (3rd), one at 
Buckshaw Village (4th) and 2 in Eccleston (9th).  Shelduck numbers included 4 at 
Ulnes Walton (2nd) and 10 on Croston Moss (4th).  3 male Goosander on the Yarrow at 
Eccleston may be an indication of local breeding.   
 
 
Mandarin Duck were at Arley nature reserve. 
 

Mandarin Drake 
 
 At Croston, Tufted Duck were at Croston Twin Lakes and at High Bullough Reservoir, 
a pair of Little Grebe was on Astley Park lake and Great Crested Grebe were at 
Croston Twin Lakes and in Yarrow Valley park. 
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Of course summer visitors were arriving in numbers with first dates indicated in the 
following table (March and May first arrivals are included for completeness – last 
year’s dates are shown in brackets):- 
 
Whimbrel 18th April (18th April) Bretherton 
Common Sandpiper 9th April (9th April) Adlington Reservoir 
Little Ringed Plover 27th March (11th April) Charnock Richard 
Hobby 13th May (7th June) Cuerden Valley Park 
Common Tern 16th April (17th April) Croston Twin Lakes 
Cuckoo 19th April (22nd April) Hoghton 
Swift 30th April (25th April) Eccleston 
Swallow 28th March (5th April) Croston Twin Lakes 
House Martin  3rd April (11th April) Bretherton Eyes 
Sand Martin 24th March (14th March) Cuerden Valley Park 
Wheatear 25th March (15th March) Bretherton / Belmontl 
Whinchat (No record) (24th April)  
Ring Ouzel 29th March (7th April) Belmont 
Yellow Wagtail (No record) (No record)  
Chiffchaff 17th March (14th March) Cuerden Valley Park 
Willow Warbler 4th April (7th April) White Coppice 
Garden Warbler 17th April (18th April) Ellerbeck 
Blackcap 6th April (10th April) Ulnes Walton 
Wood Warbler 5th May (26th April) Heatherlea Woods 
Sedge Warbler 9th April (18th April) Croston Reed Bed 
Reed Warbler 1st May (13th April) Croston Reed Bed 
Grasshopper Warbler 15th April (16th April) Belmont 
Whitethroat 13th April (13th April) Cuerden Valley Park 
Lesser Whitethroat 13th April (22nd April) Ulnes Walton 
Tree Pipit 20th April (23rd April) White Coppice 
Redstart 9th April (19th April) Eccleston 
Pied Flycatcher 14th April (15th May) Belmont 
Spotted Flycatcher 7th May (10th May) Heatherlea Woods 
 
Annual Whimbrel passage began on the 18th with 24 over Bretherton.  Most records 
then were of flocks of birds feeding in fields in the Charnock Richard / Croston and 
Eccleston areas with some impressive numbers including 60 at Croston (26th), 70 at 
Charnock Richard (27th) and 80 at Eccleston (28th).  It isn’t known whether these are 
all the same flock moving around or separate flocks in the area.  It may be worth 
doing a simultaneous coordinated count at all the regular sites next year.  The only 
record away from these sites was 3 at Coppull on the 22nd. 
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Including Whimbrel, 11 species of wader were recorded during the month.  The floods 
on Croston Moss alongside the Douglas produced most of the more unusual records 
including one or two Ruff (3rd, 4th and 30th), Ringed Plover (4 on 26th) and Black-tailed 
Godwit (29th).  Resident waders were also at the site including 17 Oystercatcher (7th), 
30 Lapwing (4th), 5 Redshank (2nd), 2 Curlew (20th) and a Common Sandpiper on 
passage (25th).  Interestingly flocks of Curlew occupied the same sites at the 
beginning of the month that Whimbrel were to use in the second half.  These included 
20 at Eccleston (4th) and 40 at Charnock Richard (7th).  Curlew on territory elsewhere 
included pairs at Brindle, Ulnes Walton and White Coppice.  Other waders recorded 
included Little Ringed Plover at Bretherton Eyes (2 on 15th), and Snipe on Withnell 
Moor (5th) and at Brindle (24th). 

Ruff Seen On Croston Moss 
 
 

Raptors passing through included Osprey over Lower Rivington Reservoir (15th), 
Marsh Harrier at the E-shaped pond (18th) and Red Kites over Yarrow Valley Park 
(26th) and Ulnes Walton (30th).  Resident raptors included Buzzards on territory at 9 
locations, Sparrowhawk at 3 and Kestrel at 3.  Little Owls were recorded at White 
Coppice and Croston Moss, Tawny Owls at Anglezarke, Eccleston and Great 
Knowley and Barn Owls at Croston and Great Knowley. 
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Mediterranean Gulls seen amongst pre-nuptial Black-headed Gull flocks included 2 at 
Ulnes Walton (6th), 4 at Charnock Richard (10th) and at least one at Eccleston (11th).  
Common Terns were back on territory at Yarrow Valley Park by the 25th.  Of the 
riverine species, Kingfisher was recorded at Yarrow Valley park 93rd), Syd Brook, 
Eccleston (13th) and Cuerden Valley Park (14th), Dipper was on territory at White 
Coppice (3rd), Yarrow Valley Park (4th), Pincock (10th) and Astley Park (29th), and Grey 
Wagtails included at least 3 pairs in Yarrow Valley Park, and 5 pairs in the general 
White Coppice area plus at least one pair at Euxton. 
 
Ring Ouzel passage was fairly light this year.  Nevertheless, 2 were along George’s 
Lane, Rivington (13th), one on Rivington Moor (17th) and one at White Coppice (21st).  
White Wagtail passing through were noted at Croston Moss, Croston Sewage Works, 
Bretherton Eyes and Buckshaw Village between 4th and 19th. 
 
Of the resident species, Mistle Thrush had already produced 4 young at Yarrow 
Valley Park by the 24th, whereas Linnet could still be found in large flocks including 70 
on Croston Moss (5th) and a similar number at Hic Bibi (18th).  A Willow Tit survey 
produced records from 7 sites.  Ring-necked Parakeets continued to pop up all 
around the town with records from Astley Park, Chorley Hospital and Yarrow Valley 
Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ring Necked Parakeet 
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May 
 
The pair of Mute Swan in Astley Park had 2 young by the 30th, although local 
evidence suggested there may have been 4 originally.  A pair of Greylag Geese with 4 
young was on Anglezarke reservoir (12th) and a pair of Canada Geese at Yarrow 
Valley Park had three young which quickly reduced to two.  A Mallard with 7 chicks 
was at the same site (12th).  A Goosander with 8 young was noted on the Yarrow at 
Croston on a couple of occasions, confirming breeding of the species locally.  Pairs of 
Moorhen had 2 young at White Coppice (6th) and 3 at Brindle (20th).  The pair of 
Gadwall remained at Withnell Fold at least until the 15th.  A pair of Shelduck was at 
the site on the 8th. 
 
Whimbrel passage continued until around the 12th but mainly in single figures.  As well 
as at the Charnock / Croston / Eccleston sites, records came from Bretherton Eyes, 
Hic Bibi, Ulnes Walton and White Coppice.  Other waders on passage included 
Ringed Plover again by the Douglas at Croston (3rd), Greenshank at Withnell Fold 
(8th). and Common Sandpiper on the Douglas, at High Bullough and on Yarrow 
Reservoir.  Lapwings at Withnell Fold had a minimum of 7 chicks between 3 or 4 pairs 
by the 8th, but there were several more pairs at the site.  A pair by the Douglas at 
Croston had at least a couple of chicks on the same date.  It was pleasing to see a 
Redshank at Withnell Fold – a former breeding site as well as a pair on Croston Moss.  
Oystercatcher were on territory at a minimum of six sites, and Curlew at a similar 
number.  A Woodcock was seen roding at White Coppice on the 3rd 

 

 
Greenshank found at Withnell Fold 
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First Hobby sighting of the year was from Cuerden Valley Park on 13th, followed by 
one at Croston on the 27th.  Six Buzzard were in the air together over Great Knowley 
on the 24th, perhaps trying to sort out territories.  A Tawny Owl with at least one young 
was noted at Eccleston (9th).  Tawnies were also reported from Duxbury woods and 
Yarrow Reservoir.  Both Barn and Little Owl were at White Coppice. 
 
A Mediterranean Gull was again seen with Black-headed Gulls at Eccleston (24th).  
The pair of Common Terns at Yarrow Valley Park was settling down to breed.  Other 
terns were seen at Withnell Fold and Croston Twin Lakes.  A Kingfisher at Croston 
was seen carrying food.  Others were seen along Syd Brook and at Withnell Fold.  
The Dippers at Yarrow Valley Park had fledged 3 young by the 3rd.  Other pairs were 
noted at White Coppice and Lead Mines Clough.  Grey Wagtails were also feeding 
young in Yarrow Valley Park, a juvenile was in Duxbury Woods (4th) and an adult with 
juvenile was at Croston (15th). 
 
There were plenty of Cuckoo sightings during the month with records coming from 
several sites – Croston, Great Knowley, Healey Nab, Roddlesworth, Rivington Moor, 
Withnell Moor and White Coppice.  At least three of the records related to 3 birds 
together.  Encouragingly there were also 2 records of Green Woodpecker, both from 
the White Coppice area.  A Ring-necked Parakeet turned up in Duxbury Woods (4th). 
 
Grasshopper Warblers were at Belmont, Croston Moss, Great Knowley, Lower Burgh 
Meadow and White Coppice.  Reed Warblers were at Croston Reed Bed, Ulnes 
Walton and Yarrow Valley Park.  Wood Warbler sightings included an impressive 6 in 
Heatherlea Woods (15th), with other sightings on Stronstrey Bank and at Lead Mines 
Clough.  Garden Warblers were at White Coppice and Withnell Fold.  Lesser 
Whitethroat were at Bretherton, Eccleston, Hic Bibi and Ulnes Walton.  Spotted 
Flycatchers were in Heatherlea Woods, Withnell Fold and Anglezarke.  At least two 
pairs of Redstart were at both Lead Mines Clough and White Coppice. 
 

 
Spotted Flycatcher seen in Heatherlea Woods 
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June 
 
Breeding records again dominated in June.  Six pairs of Canada Geese at Withnell 
Fold had 28 young between them.  The pair of Mute Swans in Astley Park were down 
to their last cygnet, which happily seemed to be thriving.  A Mandarin Duck at 
Eccleston had 8 young (20th).  Tufted Duck at High Bullough had 5 young (21st), Coot 
in Astley Park had 5 young, and Moorhen at Ulnes Walton also had 5 young. 
 
Little Ringed Plovers at Buckshaw were noted with at least one young.  Lapwing with 
2 young were at Whittle (3rd), whilst a post-breeding flock of 70 was on Croston Moss 
(5th).  Curlew were on territory at Anglezarke Moor, Ulnes Walton, Withnell Fold and 
Withnell Moor.  Oystercatcher were Euxton, Shaw Hill and Withnell Fold. 
 
Red Kite sightings came from Ulnes Walton (3rd) and White Coppice (6th).  Hobbies 
were noted over Chorley (3rd), Mawdesley (13th) and Bretherton (15th).  The pair of 
Peregrines at Morrison’s produced 2 young which fledged successfully, but not 
without a little bit of drama.  One of the young crash landed but was taken to a local 
vet who arranged for it to be returned to the breeding site.  A Short-eared Owl 
reported at Bretherton Eyes on the 4th was presumably a non-breeding bird. 

Short Eared Owl 
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The pair of Common Terns in Yarrow Valley park had 3 chicks by the 11th but sadly 
they were all predated by the 19th.  On a happier note the pair of Dippers had fledged 
a second brood of 4 by the 24th.  Other birds with young were Great Spotted 
Woodpecker at Croston, Stonechat at White Coppice and Goldfinch at Withnell. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Juvenile 
Great Spotted Woodpecker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Last Cuckoo record for the year was at Great Knowley on the 12th’ following which 
they were presumably all on the way back to Africa.  Many thanks to the following for 
submitting records:- 
 
I.Ball, D.Beattie, D.Beevers, J.Catt, J.Cobham, B.Derbyshire, D.Downing, T.Dunn, 
J.Edwards, M.Fishwick, J.Frankland, M.Graham, M.Greenhalgh, L.Harrison, 
P.Hodson, J.Howlett, R.Hoyle, C&T.Johnson, P.King, P.Kirk, P.Krischkiw, E.Langrish, 
A.Leach, G.Lilley, J.Love, S.Martin, M.Nightingale, L.Poxon, C.Rae, J.Riley, N.Root, 
L.Rose, P.Ross, P.Rowlands, I.Ryding, N.Southworth, R.Spencer, M.Stuart, J.Sutton, 
C.Thistlethwaite, N.&T.West, P.West, T.Westhead, P.Whittaker, I. Whittle, K.Woan. 
 
Please continue to send your records to the forum or the editor. 

Neil Southworth 
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MAMMAL REPORT 
 
We had another course on 
small mammal trapping 
held in Cuerden in April.  
We set 100+ traps in 
woodland and in a 
meadow. The results of 
these were 26 wood mice, 
10 bank voles, 3 field 
voles, 14 common shrews 
and a single pigmy shrew.  
This was the first record of 
pigmy shrew for Cuerden.  
The numbers may also 
explain why a tawny owl 
breeds nearby.  The 
picture of the common 
shrew demonstrates we don’t forget that shrews like fresh meat by keeping our 
fingers out of reach! 
 
 
A camera trap in my garden caught one of my regular visitors. 
 

 
 
 
Several rabbits and 
grey squirrels were 
noted on the annual 
rookery survey in April 
as well.  
 
We also conducted a 
survey of ponds in 
Duxbury and 
Cuerden.  We found 
Great Crested Newt 
eggs on Cuerden and 
Palmate newt in 
Duxbury. 
 
 
 

 
David Beattie 
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FLOWERING PLANT CLASSIFICATION 

 
When I was an undergraduate we used the First Edition of the ‘Flora of the British 
Isles’ by Clapham, Tutin and Warburg published in 1952 as I entered my third year as 
a student of Botany.  We thought it a significant advance on Bentham and Hooker’s 
Handbook of the British Flora first published in 1858 and revised in 1886 which we 
had to use up until then.  Even then, my Botany supervisor, Vernon Heywood, who 
was working at the time on the flora of the Iberian Peninsula, thought the plant 
classification system was deeply flawed.  Later Vernon Haywood wrote ‘Flowering 
Plants of the World’, published in 1978 in which he grouped the c. 250,000 species of 
flowering plants into some 306 families, long before the Angiosperm Phylogeny Group 
had come into existence.  Professor Heywood, along with co-authors R.K. Brummit, A 
Culham and O. Seberg, revised his earlier book with the new title ‘Flowering Plant 
Families of the World’ published in 2007.  Growing knowledge and the early work of 
the Angiosperm Phylogeny Group increased the number of families in the new book 
to 506 as the limits of the individual families became clearer.  Between the two 
Haywood books the third Edition of the ‘Flora of the British Isles’ appeared in 1987 
with Warburg, who had died in 1966, replaced by D.M Moore who was a friend of 
mine and has stayed with us in Adlington.  
 
In 1991 C.A Stace, who had succeeded Tutin as Professor of Plant Taxonomy at 
Leicester University, published his ‘New Flora of the British Isles’ and a third edition 
appeared in 2010. This paid much more attention to the chromosome numbers of a 
plant and the many micro-species and species aggregates which had been identified. 
Since the days of Bentham and Hooker, who relied on a classification system based 
on flower parts,  little had altered since the days of Linnaeus whose Systema Naturae 
was published in 1735 and his Species Plantarum appeared in 1753.   

 
Science has advanced rapidly during my lifetime, nowhere more so than in the study 
of chromosomes and their genes.  As an undergraduate I was taught that genes were 
like beads strung along a necklace.  It was only in my final term in April 1953 that 
Crick and Watson published their famous research paper in Nature describing the 
helical structure of Deoxyribose Nucleic Acid (DNA) and the four chemical bases 
which made up the ‘rungs’ of the ‘spiral staircase’ which is DNA.  Now we know that 
the four chemical bases are Cytosine, Guanine, Adenine and Thymine and these, in 
many different combinations, make the ‘code’ from which all the characteristics of an 
organism are derived. The genes are not ‘beads’ in any way but lengths, often quite 
long lengths, of DNA with their unique sequence of bases.  Modern genetic, or 
‘genome’, analysis means we can read these codes quite readily and so have a much 
deeper understanding of the evolutionary history of a species, plant or animal. 
 
In more recent years much has changed.  When I moved from Cambridge to 
Aberystwyth in 1953 most of the PhD students were examining the chromosome 
numbers found in the cell nuclei of British grasses and clovers.  With the technology 
available then all that could be done was record the number of chromosomes, and 
their relative sizes, found in the plant nuclei.  It was emerging that, whilst it had been 
thought that all plants of one species had the same chromosome number, in fact 
when plants were collected from all over the United Kingdom some variation was 
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found.  Different geographical areas sometimes had a variant number and these 
sometimes were correlated with very small physical differences.  Were these, despite 
their overall similarity, in fact different species?  Certainly these chromosome number 
differences provided a barrier to reproductive compatibility. 
 
The Angiosperm Phylogeny Group (AGP) was formed in 1998 following much 
research in the 1980s and 1990s using recently discovered genetic evidence which it 
has been said ‘rudely shattered’ any classification system then being used.  The 
purpose of APG was to establish a consensus on the taxonomy of flowering plants 
using our recently acquired knowledge of plant genomes in an effort to produce an 
angiosperm classification base of monophyletic groups – groups including all the 
evolutionary descendants of a common ancestor.  So far, since APG I in 1998, we 
have had APG II in 2003, APG III in 2009 and APG IV published as recently as May 
2016 in the Botanical Journal of the Linnean Society.. 

 
The basics of the Linnean system are retained with its ‘Orders’ and ‘Families’ but the 
term ‘clade’ was brought into use to determine groups above or parallel to the level of 
orders and families (‘Clade’ is a word derived from the Greek, meaning a group 
derived from a common ancestor).  APG I started by reducing the number of ‘Orders’ 
from the 232 found in some earlier classifications to a much simpler 40 Orders with 
462 families.  The old traditional division of flowering plants into Monocotyledons and 
Dicotyledons disappeared.  Although the Monocots could be retained as a distinct 
group, some Dicots were considered to be evolutionary forerunners of the Monocots 
the others were divided between the more primitive Magnolids and the Eudicots or 
‘true dicots’. 

 
APG II in 2003 concentrated more on Orders than APG I had done with the addition of 
only 5 new orders and none either split or merged.  Whilst with the Families which 
make up the Orders there was a reduction from the original 462 to 457 families with 
55 of them listed in brackets indicating a need for further investigation. 

 
APG III in 2009 continued the work of the previous APG reports.  It had become clear 
that the Amborellaceae, a family of shrubs and liana now only found in New 
Caledonia, were more primitive than any other angiosperms so they were the sole 
members of the basic Amborellales family.  The Nymphaeaceae (water-lilies) and the 
related Cabombaaceae (water-shields, not found native in Europe) were grouped in 
the primitive family Nymphaeales.  Only slightly higher up the evolutionary tree are the 
Magnolids which include in the British flora the Piperales family, with the Saururaceae 
(Houttuynia cordata is an introduced fish-plant) and the Aristolochiaceae (Aristolochia 
clematis and A. hirta are native English birthworts), and the Laurales family with the 
Lauraceae (Laurus nobilis, the bay tree is almost certainly introduced though now well 
established in the UK).  The major third family in the Magnolids are the Magnoliales 
which are not native to the British Isles but examples such as the lovely Magnolias are 
well known in our gardens and parks. 

 
The very recent APG IV continued the reorganisation of plant classification in the light 
of continuing new research. 5 new orders were recognised increasing the total 
number to 64 from the 59 recognised by APG III.  However, the total number of 
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families was reduced to 416 in a continued effort to make sure that individual families 
were monophyletic. 

 
The work of the APG group continues and will eventually, it is hoped, turn to an 
examination of the limits of the genera which are included in each family and perhaps 
even begin to look at the complicated issue of the validity of individual species. 
Changes in the nomenclature of species has been continuing unabated for many 
generations.  When I was working on my PhD in the 1950s I was studying the ecology 
and control of Senecio jacobaea, better known by its common name ‘ragwort’.  Now 
we know that ragwort exists in no fewer than 3 forms, all of which are polyploids, with 
the basic chromosome numbers of 40, 60 and 80. Ragwort, as a consequence, is no 
longer included in the genus Senecio but has been renamed Jacobaea vulgaris.  It is 
quite possible that, with further research, J. vulgaris might well be split further to 
recognise the 3 separate forms with their different chromosome complements.  

 
Another example of a well-known plant, whose scientific name and taxonomic position 
is uncertain, is the ‘Welsh Poppy’, a native of Wales and south-west England, and a 
common weed in my garden, which has been called for many years Meconopsis 
cambrica.  However, the nearest other Meconopsis species are natives of the 
Himalayas.  Recent research shows that Meconopsis cambrica diverged from other 
Papaveraceae in south-western Europe during the Tertiary (Miocene) period some 12 
to 13 million years ago.  It is therefore not surprising that confusion reigns and the 
Welsh poppy has been graced with at least four other scientific names in recent years 
– Argemone cambrica, Cerastites cambrica, Stylophorum cambricum and Papaver 
cambricum.  Currently P. cambricum and Parameconopsis cambrica appear to be the 
two most likely contenders as the scientific name of the Welsh Poppy.  As for all the 
other Himalayan members of the genus Meconopsis, they seem most likely to be 
renamed as belonging to the genus Cathcartia.   Where it will finally rest is anyone’s 
guess at the moment. 

Robert Yates 
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BOOK REVIEW 
 

A Sting in the Tail by Dave Goulson (Vintage books 2014, paperback, £8.99) 
 
Thanks to an enthusiastic recommendation by the speaker on March 17th, I ordered 
this book from ‘Ebb and Flow’ bookshop, which I enjoyed reading with a good few 
laughs. 
 
It offers news of scientific research projects, the writer’s own learning career, 
discussion of conservation pros and cons, and plenty of his ‘Adventures with 
Bumblebees’. 
 
Members of Chorley Nats please look for the Bumblebee Conservation Trust (10 
years old this year), and encourage your local bees. 
 

Diana Downing 
 

 
DATA PROTECTION 

 
Records of name, address, telephone numbers and type of membership of the 
Society's members are now stored on computer.  If you object to this information 
about yourself being stored in this manner, please notify the Membership Secretary in 
writing of your objection. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

Many thanks to Joan Smith for kindly allowing us the continuing use of her late 
husband Colin’s photographs in our publications.   
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A.G.M. NOTIFICATION 

 
The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Chorley & District Natural History Society will be 
held on Thursday, 22nd September 2016 at 7.30 pm.  This will be held in the meeting room 
on the first floor at St Mary’s Parish Centre, and will be essentially for the business of the 
A.G.M.   
 
Nominations are invited for all officers and Committee.  Please ensure that the nominee is 
willing to stand for election and give written nominations, together with names of proposer 
and seconder to the Secretary, Mr. P. Kirk, Mill End, Dawbers Lane, Euxton, Chorley, on or 
before Thursday 15th September 2016. 
 
Nomination forms are available from Mr. Kirk (Tel 01257 266783) or Mr. K. Woan, 
Chairman (Tel 01257 278759). 
 

 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 
Will members please note that subscriptions will be due for renewal on 1st September.  
Subscription rates are to remain unchanged for the coming season and are now as 
follows:- 

Grade of Membership 2016 / 2017 

Adult £10.00 
Family £15.00 
Seniors. £8.00 
Senior Family £12.00 
Junior (under 18) Free 

 
Members who attend meetings are requested to make a donation at the door.   A 
charge of £2.00 is made for non-members. 
 
Members who are not able to attend meetings may send their subscription direct to 
the Membership Secretary:- 
 
   Mr Nigel Fairclough, 
   122, Brooke Street, 
   Chorley, 

  PR6 0LB 
 
Subscriptions may also be paid by Standing Order.  This reduces administration, 
particularly in enabling the Society, which is a registered Charity, to claim back tax on 
the subscription of those members who have also signed Gift Aid Declarations, and at 
no extra cost to the member.  For further details, contact the Membership Secretary or 
the Treasurer.  Thanks to those members who have already arranged to pay by 
Standing Order.  Thanks also to those who have signed Gift Aid Declarations.  One 
advantage of this over the covenant scheme is that we can claim for all subscriptions - 
not just those paid by Standing Order - as long as you have signed a Declaration. 
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Sep 15 
 
Sep 22 
 
Oct 20 
 
Nov 17 
 
Dec 15 
 
Jan 19 
 
Feb 16 
 
Mar 16 
 
Apr 20 
 

WINTER PROGRAMME 2016/2017 
 

‘Wildlife / Wild Places’ 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

Greater Manchester’s Hidden Wildlife 
 

‘Wildlife of the Pennines’ 
 

‘Woodland Ecology’ 
 

‘Doffcocker Lodge LNR’ 
 

‘Birds of Turton and Edgworth’ 
 

‘Raptor Migration in Southern Spain’ 
 

‘Photographing Butterflies and Moths’ 
 
 

 
 

John Gardner 
 

Members Only 
 

David Winnard 
 

Tim Melling 
 

Irene Ridge 
 

Rick Parker 
 

John Barlow 
 

Dennis Atherton 
 

Laura Sivell 
 

All the above meetings will be held at St Mary's Parish Centre, Devonshire Road, 
Chorley and commence at 7.30 p.m.  Please note that all meetings are on a Thursday 
evening.  Visitors are welcome at all the meetings. 
 
For confirmation of the programme and further information about the Society, please 
contact:-  Secretary:- Phil Kirk on Chorley (01257) 266783. 
 
Or visit our Website:   www.chorleynats.org.uk. 

 
DEADLINES 

 
The deadlines for receipt of articles, letters and book reviews for the forthcoming 
issues of the Newsletter are:- 
 
No 155 
 
No 156 
 

 
Autumn 2016 

 
Winter 2016 /7 

 

 
21st October 2016 

 
21st January 2017 

All contributions for Newsletters should be sent to the Editor –  
Neil Southworth, 9, Queensgate, Chorley, PR7 2PX (01257 276065). 


