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EDITORIAL
This is the first colour edition of the Newsletter thanks to the purchase of a colour
printer, which was made possible in part by a grant of £100 from The Rotary Club of
Chorley Astley, for which we would like to record our gratitude.
Members will recall that 3 or 4 years ago Peregrine Falcons were first seen around
the town centre, firstly on Morrison’s chimney and then around St George’s church.
Coincidentally, a pair of Ravens had built a nest on the north face of the church tower,
which they did not use. The Peregrines, however, quickly adopted it, as they do not
build their own nest. The first breeding attempt was not a success, as it is believed
that the male was still immature. In 2011, however, the breeding attempt was
successful, and gave rise to considerable drama around the church. Happily, all three
young successfully fledged. In 2012 another breeding attempt was made, but this
was a complete failure. It is believed that hatching took placed coincidentally with a
spell of atrocious weather, which the chicks did not survive. The nest was also
beginning to disintegrate, and by autumn of last year, it had vanished completely.
It was, therefore, evident that if future breeding
was to take place, it would probably be
necessary to install a nesting platform, such as
those which have been used in Bolton,
Manchester and Rochdale. At this point we had
the good fortune that two of our members –
Gerald and Diana Downing, who are actively
involved at St George’s - took up the baton and
set about organising the installation of a nesting
tray.
This involved in the first instance
negotiating with the church authorities and the
town planners to gain approval for its installation
on a listed building. Once this had been
achieved, the tray had to be designed and
constructed, and the decision was made to use
steel rather than timber, with hopefully an
th
increase in longevity. The tray was duly installed on 15 January by Skyline
Steeplejacks, who had been involved with the ringing of the chicks in 2011. The
Society has made a contribution towards the costs of installing the nesting tray, from
the Millennium Booklet Fund, but our thanks go to Gerald and Diana for not only
arranging its installation but also for meeting much of the cost themselves. All that
remains is for the Peregrines to show their approval by breeding again this year.
Neil Southworth
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FLORA REPORT
This past year has been difficult for a number of reasons. Fewer folk seem to be
submitting botany records, I have been away a lot, the weather has been diluvian and
we have not had the resources of BSBI to assist us this year. In October, a number of
us paid a visit to the Rivington Pineatum which has several species of trees I had
never seen. I would recommend a visit.

Frosty Buttercup at Cuerden
Later that week, we did have two notable sightings. Autumn Crocus was seen (and
photographed) in Astley Park. This is the first record from there for several years.
Another record that appears from time to time was submitted for sowbread.
(cyclamen) This was in its usual site at Chisnall. I don’t recall this being reported
since 2008. We then had a touch of frost which still did not totally eradicate the
flowers on Cuerden as this buttercup demonstrates.
Another incentive to re-start my flower records for 2013 was the first snowdrops
peeping through in the southern part of Cuerden shortly after Christmas.
I would like to encourage you again this year to get involved in the Wildlife Counts
survey organised by the charity Plantlife. You can see the details they need by
checking my last year’s autumn report. You can register for the 2013 survey by
clicking the link below, emailing wfc@plantlife.org.uk or leaving a message on their
telephone hotline 01722 342755.
We have also managed to persuade the BSBI to offer their membership at a more
realistic rate for a small charity and are now members again. If you do require any
answers to botanical questions do not hesitate to get in touch either on the forum or at
david.beattie@arocha.org
David Beattie
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BIRD REPORT
October
The month probably rivalled May in terms of the number of different species recorded.
th
Summer visitors on passage included Whinchat at Rivington on the 7 , and
th
th
Wheatears on Winter Hill (3 on 6 ), at Rivington (3 on 7 ) and at Great Knowley
th
rd
(13 ). House Martin passage was noted at Eccleston on the 3 with parties of 3 and
12 being recorded. Swallows were seen regularly with a best count of 20 at Eccleston
th
th
on the 4 and latest sightings being a single over Chorley and 2 at Euxton (both 16 ).

Swallows waiting to fly south
Winter thrushes were late arriving in any sort of number. Redwing as usual were first
th
th
with several at Eccleston (4 ), 4 at White Coppice (10 ), when 30 were also at
th
Eccleston. 20 were at the E-shaped pond on the 15 . Apart from a small group at
th
th
Great Knowley on the 10 , Fieldfare did not arrive until the 25 when around 100
were at Whittle, followed by 90 at Eccleston, 100 at White Coppice and 350 at Arley
th
th
all on the 26 , and 140 on Croston Moss (28 ). The first Brambling was one at
th
st
Euxton on the 26 , followed by one at Great Knowley on the 31 .
Skeins of Pink-footed Geese were recorded throughout the month with most sightings
over Eccleston and Croston, but with a significant southerly movement across the
th
area on the 27 . Whooper Swan sightings were limited to 21 over Croston Moss
th
th
(13 ) and 3 over Lower Rivington Reservoir (27 ). Wandering family groups of Mute
th
Swan included one of two adults and 5 juveniles on the River Douglas at Croston (6 )
and another of 2 adults and 3 juveniles which landed on one of the flash pools at
th
Withnell Fold (20 ). One of the juvenile Little Grebes disappeared from Astley Park
during the month, hopefully under its own steam.
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th

Other sightings of the species came from Croston Moss (6 ) and Common Bank
th
Lodge (2 on 24 ). Eight species of duck were recorded during the month. In addition
th
to Mallard, these included a pair of Pintail on Croston Moss (13 ), a pair of Wigeon at
th
Withnell Fold (20 ), where Teal numbers had increased to 50, 4 Mandarin at Arley
th
th
(26 ) and a Pochard at Yarrow Valley Park (7 ). Tufted Duck sightings included 8 at
st
th
Croston Twin Lakes (1 ) and 6 at high Bullough Reservoir (14 ). A Goosander was
th
noted flying east over Eccleston on the 4 . One final noteworthy water bird record
th
th
was of a Water Rail at Yarrow Valley Park, seen regularly between the 7 and 19 .
Seven Species of wader were recorded. A flock of 200 Lapwing at Bretherton on the
th
6 was the largest for that species. An astonishing count of 77 Snipe was made on
th
th
Croston Moss on the 13 . Other records came from Arley (26 ) and Yarrow Valley
th
Park (3 on 28 ). Jack Snipe were noted with the Common Snipe on Croston Moss
th
th
th
(13 ) and at Arley (26 ). A Woodcock was flushed near Park Hall (20 ) and 2 were
th
at Arley (26 ). Singles of Curlew and Redshank were noted at Croston Moss on the
th
th
13 and a Green Sandpiper was on the feeder stream at Arley on the 26 .

Water Rail was seen regularly at Yarrow Valley Park
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Six species of raptor were seen. Pride of place goes to a male Hen Harrier seen on
th
th
Winter Hill (6 ) and on Anglezarke Moor (9 ). A Merlin was noted on Mawdesley
th
th
Moss on the 8 and 20 . Away from Chorley Town centre, Peregrines were also
th
th
rd
noted at Eccleston (4 ), Winter Hill (6 ) and Croston Finney (23 ). Four Buzzards
th
th
together at Eccleston on the 7 and 4 Kestrel on Croston Moss (6 ) were the best
counts of those two commonly observed species. Sparrowhawk sightings as usual
th
th
relate to hunting birds including Great Knowley (5 ), Croston Moss (6 ) and Eccleston
th
(14 ).
Ten species of finch were recorded – Chaffinch, Brambling, Greenfinch, Goldfinch,
Linnet, Siskin, Lesser Redpoll, Twite, Bullfinch and Crossbill. Good numbers of the
first five could be found in mixed flocks on the mosses, including a flock of around 200
Linnet. Most of the others were noted during vismig sessions in the Rivington/Winter
th
th
th
th
Hill area, including 5 Siskin (7 ), Twite (7 ), 2 Crossbill (7 ) and 3 (19 ). 3 Twite
th
were also recorded over Arley (26 ). Goldfinches in a Coppull garden had built up to
th
around 50 by 29 . In with the finches on the mosses were good numbers of
th
Yellowhammer, Reed and Corn Bunting, 21 of the latter being counted on the 13 .

107 Jay sightings in the month
Jays were very conspicuous. 107 sighting across the area were made during the
month, but it is thought that these related to local birds on foraging missions, rather
than part of the continental influx which took place on the east coast. Other important
th
th
records included Willow Tit at Lower Healey (13 ), Croston Moss (20 ) and Arley
th
th
nature reserve (26 ). 42 Pied Wagtail were counted on Eccleston cricket pitch (5 )
th
and over 10 were at Rivington (7 ) when there were also at least 10 Goldcrest.
th
Kingfisher sightings came from Yarrow Valley Park (7 ), River Douglas, Croston
th
th
th
th
(13 ), Heapey Lodges (14 ), Anglezarke Reservoir (14 ), Withnell Fold (20 ) and
th
Cuerden Valley Park (29 ), suggesting a healthy population in the area. Finally,
st
Green Woodpecker was at Anglezarke Reservoir (1 ), a Dipper was in Astley Park
th
th
th
(6 ) and a Barn Owl was on Mawdesley Moss (8 ) and at Eccleston (24 ).
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November

Waxwings seen at various sites
Things quietened down in November, but Waxwings arrived in town as part of another
invasion year. First of all a party of 4 were found feeding on rowans by the side of the
th
th
A6 in Adlington on the 11 , and they were seen again by the canal on the 18 . A
th
single bird was seen at Eccleston also on the 18 , and on the same day 15 turned up
at Botany – perhaps they’d made their way along the canal from Adlington? These
quickly turned their affections to a couple of rowans by the former Hygienic Laundry
and another in the grounds of St Peter’s School, using taller trees at the school as a
vantage point. These remained to the end of the month when 6 were still present,
st
having peaked at 19 on the 21 .
Two late summer migrants were also recorded at the beginning of the month, the first
nd
being a late Swallow at Eccleston on the 2 , and the second being a Yellow Wagtail
th
th
on the edge of Croston Moss (4 ). A Chiffchaff at Euxton (15 ) and a Blackcap at
th
Great Knowley (17 ) were presumably over-wintering birds.
A couple of flocks of Whooper Swans totalling 67 birds were seen over Croston Moss
th
on the 11 . The family of Mute Swans at Yarrow Valley Park went on a training flight,
but unfortunately one of the juveniles didn’t return, but happily it found its own way
back about 10 days later. A juvenile Mute Swan which turned up on Brinscall Lodge
th
on the 13 had been ringed at a site in Rochdale. Skeins of Pink-footed Geese
th
th
th
continued to be seen, and flocks of 30 (10 ), 300 (11 ) and 200 (17 ) were seen
th
feeding on Croston Moss. 260 Canada Geese were with them on the 10 . Little
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st

th

Grebes were noted on the River Yarrow at Eccleston (1 ), on Croston Moss (4 ) and
th
on Common Bank Lodge (2 on 7 ). Other wildfowl records were thin on the ground.
rd
There were still around 50 Teal at Withnell Fold (23 ), single Goosander were at
nd
th
Yarrow Valley Park (2 ) and on Yarrow Reservoir (18 ) and a drake Mandarin was
th
on Common Bank Lodge (29 ). A Water Rail was heard at the E-shaped pond on the
th
25 . Wader records were confined to Snipe and Woodcock. 50 of the former were
th
nd
rd
on Croston Moss 10 , with 5 at Eccleston (2 ), 10 at Withnell Fold (3 ), 4 at Yarrow
th
th
th
Valley Park (17 ), 13 at Buckshaw (11 ) and 10 at the E-shaped Pond (25 ).
th
th
Woodcock were flushed at Eccleston (11 ) and at the E-shaped Pond (25 ).
Peregrines continued to be noted around Morrison’s and St George’s. Marauding
rd
th
th
Sparrowhawks were seen at Withnell Fold (3 ), Chorley (6 ), Lower Healey (10 ) and
th
Croston (16 ). Kestrel and Buzzard were again recorded in numbers on Croston
rd
Moss and a Barn Owl was again at Eccleston (3 ).

Bramblings seen at Euxton
th

A mixed flock of around 100 Fieldfare and Redwing was at the E-shaped Pond (25 ),
nd
but elsewhere Redwing records were limited to 10 at Eccleston (2 ) and 30 on
th
nd
Croston Moss (4 ). Fieldfare were much more numerous with 50 at Eccleston (2 ),
rd
th
th
42 at Great Knowley (3 ), 200 on Croston Moss (4 ), 200 at Whittle-le-Woods (4 )
rd
th
th
and 30 at Withnell Fold (23 ). Bramblings were at Euxton (28 ) and Clayton (29 ).
th
th
Siskins were at Lower Healey (6 on 10 ), Clayton (2 on 29 ) and Common Bank
th
Lodge (3 on 29 ). Finches continued to be present in good numbers on the mosses
th
th
including 60 Greenfinch (4 ) and 300 Linnet (10 ). One of the best records of the
month was of a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker along the River Yarrow near Parker’s
th
th
Wood (28 ). Two Green Woodpeckers at White Coppice on the 5 were noteworthy.
th
A Dipper was on the Yarrow in Spring Wood, Duxbury (24 ) and a female / immature
th
th
Stonechat was on Croston Finney (4 and 11 ).
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December
rd

Waxwings were still at St Peter’s until 3 when numbers increased to 20 before
th
moving off. A single bird was seen at Whittle on the 11 and a party of 6 were in
th
Walgarth Drive (19 ).
th

st

Flocks of up to 20 Pink-footed Geese were feeding on the mosses (15 & 21 ), and
th
skeins passing over include 100 flying west over Whittle (13 ) and over 1000 moving
th
south over Croston Moss (30 ). Whooper Swans over the mosses included 15 on the
nd
st
2 , 7 on the 18th and 24 on the 21 . Two adult and two juvenile Mute Swans arrived
at Yarrow Valley Park, but were only tolerated for a few days by the resident male.
th
The first Goldeneye of the winter were 2 at Lower Healey (8 ), followed by 9 at High
th
Bullough (16 ). Goosander were seen across the area but only in single figures,
nd
including 2 on the River Yarrow at Eccleston, 4 on the River Douglas (2 ), 4 on
th
th
Yarrow Reservoir (16 ), 2 in Yarrow Valley Park (25 ) one on Adlington Reservoir
th
st
(26 ) and 5 on Brinscall Lodge (31 ). Teal sightings included 20 on the River
st
th
th
Douglas (1 ), 30 on Lower Rivington Reservoir (16 ) and 40 at Withnell Fold (26 ). A
st
pair of Pochard was on Anglezarke reservoir on 31 . At least 20 Snipe were again on
th
th
Croston Moss (9 ) and 34 were in fields off Eyes Lane (28 ). Jack Snipe were on
th
th
th
Croston Finney (16 and 18 ) and at Eyes Lane (28 ). Three Woodcock were noted
th
th
at Heskin (8 ) and another was at Eyes Lane (28 ).

Pochard at Anglezarke on last day of 2012
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nd

th

Merlin sightings came from Mawdesley Moss (2 ), Croston Moss (9 ) and Croston
th
st
th
Finney (26 ). Sparrowhawks were noted at Croston Moss (1 ), Eccleston (6 ),
th
th
rd
Croston Finney (9 ), Eyes Lane (15 ) and a Chorley garden (23 ). In addition to
nd
th
town centre sightings, Peregrines were noted on Croston Moss (2 ), Eccleston (10 )
th
and Mawdesley Moss (24 ). Kestrels were noted at 6 sites and Buzzards at 3. Barn
nd
th
Owls were on Mawdesley Moss (2 ) and Croston Moss (9 ). A feature of the winter
on the mosses has been the massive number of Woodpigeon, particularly on the
th
Mawdesley side where at least 3000 were noted on the 24 .
Winter thrush numbers were similar to November’s. Redwing flocks included 10 at
th
th
Heskin (8 ) and 60 at Eccleston (10 ). Fieldfare flocks were again larger and
th
th
th
included 7 at Heskin (8 ), 200 on Croston Moss (16 ) and 100 at Withnell Fold (26 ).
Flocks of finches were again recorded on the mosses, where the Linnet flock had built
th
up to an estimated 400 by the 16 . Flocks of around 50 Brambling were also seen on
th
th
the 16 and 18 . Up to 3 Bramblings visited a member’s garden in Eccleston
throughout the month. A flock of 30 Siskin was feeding on Alders by the Yarrow at
th
th
Common Bank on the 9 and a party of 7 was in Eccleston on the 10 . Over 20 Pied
th
Wagtails were seen going to roost at Chorley Hospital (12 ). Dippers were seen at
th
rd
Lower Healey (8 ) and Common Bank Lodge (23 ). Kingfishers were noted on
st
th
th
Mawdesley Moss (1 ), Lower Healey (8 ), Yarrow Valley Park (9 ) and Croston
th
st
Finney (26 ). The female / immature Stonechat was again on Croston Finney (1 and
th
9 ), and Willow Tit was seen on several occasions usually around the feeding station
on Croston Moss. Finally another overwintering Chiffchaff was noted in Buckshaw
th
village (6 ).
Many thanks to the following for submitting records:I.Ball, D.Barker, I&D.Barnett, D.Beattie, D.Beevers, J.Bolton, J.Catt, J.Cobham,
B.Derbyshire, K.Dougan, D.Downing, T.Dunn, J.Edwards, M.Fishwick, M.Greenhalgh,
K.Haydock, P.Hodkinson, D.Holding, R.Hoyle, C&T.Johnson, P.Kirk, P.Krischkiw,
E.Langrish, A.Leach, G.Lilley, I.Lynas, D.North, L.Poxon, C.Rae, M.Reynolds, J.Riley,
P.Ross, J.Smith, N.Southworth, R.Spencer, , C.Thistlethwaite, M.Thornhill, R.Todd,
J.Waidson, N.&T.West, P.West, I.Whittle, J.Williams, C.Winder, K.Woan.
Please continue to send your records to the forum or the editor.
Neil Southworth
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TOAD RAGE
Between February and April thousands of Common Toads make their annual
migration to ancestral breeding ponds. Unlike frogs, toads are extremely choosy
about the location in which they spawn, preferring large, deep ponds, often the one
from which they emerged. An entire colony of several hundred toads will move to
their breeding ponds over the course of a few days, sometimes to ponds up to a mile
away from their winter hibernation sites. They move on mild nights after prolonged
periods of rain and for many toads this ancient toad ‘rite of passage’ will entail
crossing roads. Unfortunately, toad migrations usually take place just after dusk,
which at this time of year coincides with the rush hour and many will die on roads on
the journey. This has been reflected in the toad deaths mentioned over the years in
our society’s Annual Reports.
It is generally accepted that the Common Toad is declining throughout the UK and the
extensive development of our road network is considered
to be one of the causes of this decline, as well as habitat
destruction. So I ask members and others reading this
article to keep their eyes peeled for toads migrating
across roads and to make efforts not to kill these animals
that are an important part of British wildlife. Not only do
they feed on many garden pests but they are also a
valuable food source for other wildlife such as owls and
birds of prey.
I would be very interested to receive any records of toads, either alive or dead, not
just on roads in the migration season but from any localities in the society’s recording
area throughout the year. In fact all records of amphibians and reptiles are welcome
as these species are under recorded in our area. You can ‘post’ your sightings on the
forum on the society’s website or give them to either Neil Southworth or myself.
Joyce Riley

10

SILENT SPRING NOW FOLLOWED BY SILENT AUTUMN
Silent Spring was a book written by Rachel Carson in the early sixties. The book
argued that uncontrolled and unexamined pesticide use was harming and even killing
not only animals and birds, but also humans. Its title was meant to evoke a spring
season in which no bird songs could be heard, because they had all vanished as a
result of pesticide abuse. We have noticed on our perambulations around Rivington
that this Autumn of 2012 is also silent. After a miserable ‘summer’ that was
predominantly rain and more rain, and cool temperatures, the food for birds, insects
and animals is now in very short supply.
It started with the flowers coming late and diminutive with a corresponding lack of
butterflies, few moths, and as summer ended we had a miserable crop of deformed
and poorly fertilised blackberries. When did we last go without picking brambles for
the freezer to make crumbles through winter? Furthermore the sloe crop failed so no
sloe gin and also our local wild damson trees didn’t produce a single fruit. After an
early flush of orange tip and white butterflies we saw no wall brown nor the arrival of
the painted lady butterflies, also very few red admiral, comma, small copper, small
and large heath, small and large skipper, but small tortoiseshell in reasonable
numbers. Moths also had an abysmal summer with no migratory silver Y recorded
locally.
The Autumn nuts, such as acorns and beech mast had a similar fate. Even the rowan
and whitebeam had a poor crop and the fruit seemed to wither on the trees and
become mouldy; all because of the inclement weather. The result of this mass crop
failure has left us with virtually no winter visiting thrushes. They came in few
numbers, quickly passed through no doubt off to Ireland hoping for better times. On
the radio there was mention of thrushes coming in great numbers to the east coast
then moving south to ‘ditch’ in the English Channel. They no doubt perished due to
lack of food trying to proceed further south. On our Autumn trips to The Lakes and
Islay we found a different pattern, with a profusion of rowan berries. but Islay had an
indifferent crop of haws as back home. Our winter migrants fleeing Scandanavia such
as waxwing and brambling will no doubt find little joy unless they have catholic tastes.
The moorland fell silent very early this year with all the LBJs deserting after no doubt
a poor breeding season, and walking across wet boggy ground was definitely no
pleasure. A positive was the bounce back of stonechats, let’s hope it continues.
Even the moisture loving fungi were absent resulting in no field mushrooms for
breakfast.
So 50 years after Silent Spring we may be seeing the development of another
potential disaster, with climate change drastically altering the seasons and upsetting
the insect breeding cycles which has a knock on effect for the birds, such as pied and
spotted flycatchers, cuckoo, and the hirundines and swifts. Let’s hope this year is
only a blip and not a long term trend, but I don’t hold out much hope for wildlife’s
future. So please make notes and hand in your records; it will be vital in the future.
Chris and Tony Johnson
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GOING, GOA, GONE
I had always thought that Goa was an island and therefore difficult to get to, but after
hearing that it was not, AM soon found a hotel and me a car-hire and we were on our
way for a late winter holiday with birds and Indian shops in mind. We stayed in a
beautiful Portuguese styled quinta. The tourist areas surrounded us and it was manic,
especially driving through town, just like you see on YouTube. Despite being armed
with print-outs of Google maps we got lost almost straight-away but ended up at
Candolim church for Sunday Service near one of the many birdwatching sites around
the Baga area. Afterwards, a half hour alongside a ricefield produced a few waders,
herons and egrets and helped me acclimatise to the heat as well as the birds and the
location. Luckily I was well armed with a Christmas present of a guide book and video
of the best birding sites and I got lost only once more, later on in the week
.
An early morning walk at sunrise around Baga Fields meant chasing (I could not call it
stalking) after Pied Bushchat and Malabar Lark and other unknown birds in order to
identify them later from photographs. Baga Hill is another good birding site but the
first time I tried it there were police around so I did not stay because my hire car was a
bit unofficial. On a subsequent visit one evening, I was very pleased to see a
probable juvenile Common Hawk Cuckoo and got close to a Black Kite before it
decided that ten metres was too close and flew off. Back down below I called in at the
Beira Mar Hotel to look out over a marsh and met other birdwatchers, who were
staying there, including a chap from Penwortham and his wife. I missed Cinnamon
Bittern but managed to see Watercock.
I had planned to go to as many birding sites featured in the guide books as I could
including the Zuari River trip recommended by Phil. AM and I both went on this one
and enjoyed it immensely. We even met a birder from Burnley with some of his
family. The highlights were getting close to White-bellied Sea Eagle and several
Kingfishers, including Stork-billed with its huge red bill. One reminder of home was a
Peregrine on a bridge over the river.
I usually try to visit a site a second time after getting a feeling for it on the first visit.
AM and I called in at Carambolim Lake for an hour to find hundreds of Whistling
Ducks as well as Jacanas and Open-billed Storks on the adjoining rice fields. A
longer return visit turned up waders, scores of swamphens and a huge and very
scarey fifteen foot crocodile which disappeared into the swamp in a flash (or should
that be a splash!) when I got too close. A more docile sight was a couple of
mongoose crossing the path in front of me, on my way back. I asked a local if the croc
had a name, thinking that it was a celebrity, but it did not, being one of a large pack of
twenty in the lake ; so no swimming there then. A little way along from the lake is
Carambolim Wood, home of three species of owls but I could not find any until
another local pointed out a Spotted Little Owl in one of the first trees in the wood.
When AM went to a huge open-air market near Anjuna, I went off to some adjoining
farmland in the sweltering heat. It all looked pretty empty but in one hour I had found
at least twelve different species of birds feeding off seeds and insects, the best of
which for me was a Yellow-wattled Plover amongst a group of Red-wattled Plovers.
Next a visit to the seaside at Morjim Beach for gulls and terns resulted in a cool
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breeze and Black and Brown-headed gulls being pushed off a sandbar by the
incoming tide. This left me to find probable Lesser Sandplovers in the on my way
back to the car.
A night-market not far from Arpora put me in mind to go to two nearby sites; one for
Alexandrine Parakeets, which I managed to see flying over to roost the following day
and what is called Arpora Woods for woodland birds of which the Red-whiskered
Bulbul was the most attractive.
AM usually lets me off the lead for a day and on this trip I thought that I had arranged
an early morning's birdwatching at the well-known Backwoods Camp some eighty
miles away in the foothills of the Western Gnats Mountain range. After driving
through the dark and some fog for nearly an hour and a half I arrived at a very quiet
lodge to find out that the guide was elsewhere. However his three young helpers
were happy to oblige with breakfast and a couple of hours birding. Macaque
monkeys, birds and snakes were a good result although I also had to be shown one of
the local Buddhist temples and make an offering for good birding. The best birds
were the spectacularly long-tailed Asian Paradise Flycatcher and a family of at least
fourteen Malabar Pied Hornbills. Also on the way home at a stop-off I watched at
least nine Malabar Grey Hornbills dust-bathing on a forest track.

Macaque Monkeys
Although we were only on an eight day holiday, we took time out to visit some friends
who had been in India for over a month and were now only 150 miles away in
Agonda, a beautiful and relatively quiet resort to the south of Goa. As well as a
nesting site for White-bellied Sea Eagles, there is a Fruit Bat roost of a couple of
hundred bats which would leave before sunset of an evening in a spectacular fashion.
Another interesting feature was on the beach where a tiny crab seems to dig a hole
and spread the sand out like there had been an explosion of a star.
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Fruit Bats Roosting
Ironically although there was a birdwatching area in sight of the hotel I never ventured
the half mile or so across the main road. I guess that I always felt safer in my Suzuki
Swift mobile hide. This was more than useful on a number of occasions not least
alongside the rice fields near Siolim where there were plenty of egrets, herons, and
storks and although we parked up and blocked half the narrow road we were not once
hooted at.
We took a small ferry to Divar Island in the hope of seeing various harriers but only
managed a couple. However what was more interesting were the Drongos feeding off
insects fleeing from burning grass set alight by the farmer. We nearly came a cropper
also on the way back when I tried reversing off the ferry backwards over the side of
the ramp ! Luckily " STOP " sounds the same in Indian as well as English.
Out of over a dozen birdwatching locations, the most amazing sights were near the
estuary at Santa Cruz, where Black Kites were picking up scraps off the road in front
of traffic. Then at Batim Lake where an isolated area of water in the middle of a lake
full of waterlilies suddenly exploded in a wall of water. I had been watching more
Black Kites and had not thought much about the scores of Whistling Ducks and
Swamphens on the water until they slowly started popping up from under the water
after disappearing en masse as one kite circled threateningly above them. This
happened a few times until the bird gave up and flew away.
Goa Again? Yes we would, but at a different time of year for more sights and sounds.
Although I am not a lister, I think that I saw more birds on this trip than any previous
trip abroad.
Chris Rae
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