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FLORA REPORT
Each time I write I seem to mention the large contrast there is compared to last year.
We have had a very mild first three months. As usual snowdrops were the first to
appear quickly followed by Lesser Celandine, both in mid to late January. In recent
years I have not noted a first date for common daisy or gorse, since they are in flower
all year. Red Campion and Dog Mercury were also showing by early Feb (7). It has
been for me a very yellow period. I already mentioned lesser celandine but added to
that the daffodils, coltsfoot, primrose, cowslips, marsh marigolds and golden saxifrage
all seemed to be competing for our attention.
Though not strictly a plant, another display of yellow, this magnificent fungus on
Cuerden was the winner in the “Please Notice Me” contest.

Before the end of March we had also seen wood anemone, wood sorrel, wood forgetme-not and hairy bittercress. I suspect it will be a good botanical year
David Beattie
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BIRD REPORT
January
th

th

Five Whooper Swan were on Mawdesley Moss (6 ) and 2 flew over Eccleston (19 ).
Large numbers of Pink-footed Geese continued to graze the mosses, including 2000
th
th
(5 ) and around 1000 (12 ). Skeins were regularly seen flying over, including 70 over
rd
th
th
Croston (23 ), 200 over Euxton (28 ) and 90 over Eccleston (29 ), all heading west
and possibly returning from East Anglia. Croston Twin Lakes continued to be the
th
area’s wildfowl hotspot with Gadwall which is a local rarity peaking at 35 on the 12 .

Gadwall – a local rarirty
st

th

st

Other wildfowl there included 6 Mute Swan (1 ), Shelduck (11 ), 8 Wigeon (1 ), 19
th
th
st
st
Tufted (12 ), 4 Great Crested Grebe (13 ), 2 Little Grebe (1 ) and 130 Coot (1 ).
Mandarin Duck were resident at two locations – the Yarrow between Croston and
st
th
Eccleston (3 on 21 ) and Arley nature reserve (10 on 9 ). Goosander were scattered
th
th
around the area including 12 in Cuerden Valley Park (6 ) 4 on the Douglas (11 ) and
th
9 on Yarrow Reservoir (16 ). Goldeneye were confined to the lodges at Lower
Healey and Heapey and High Bullough Reservoir. Best Teal count was 38 on
th
th
Anglezarke Reservoir (12 ), with 9 having returned to Withnell Fold Flash by the 19 .
Other sites supporting Little Grebe were Astley Park, Common Bank Lodge (5 on
th
13 ), Croston Moss and Yarrow Valley Park.
A Little Egret flying from a drainage ditch on Croston Moss was a nice surprise for one
th
th
member (16 ), as was a Green Sandpiper at Croston Twin Lakes (30 ). Jack Snipe
rd
th
were seen at Eccleston (3 ) and Buckshaw Village (7 ). Common Snipe sightings
th
th
included 31 on Buckshaw Village (7 ) and 9 on Bretherton Eyes (26 ). A Woodcock
th
st
was noted at Eccleston (18 ). Lapwing flocks include 100 on Bretheton Eyes (1 )
th
and 60 on Gale Moss (12 ).
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th

Raptor of the month was a ringtail Hen Harrier heading west over Croston on the 6 .
th
A Merlin was on Croston Finney (25 ). Peregrines were seen regularly on Morrison’s
th
chimney with a pair there on the 18 . They were also seen perched up on the pylons
on Croston Moss. A Little Owl was noted near the Traveller’s Rest, Euxton on the
st
31 .
Another good bird for the month was a Little Gull found among a flock of Blackheaded Gulls in a field opposite the E-shaped Pond at Bretherton. Kingfisher
sightings during the month came from Arley nature reserve, Croston Moss, Croston
Twin Lakes, Kem Mill, Lower Healey and Yarrow Valley Park. Other noteworthy birds
included a Chiffchaff at Arley, believed to be of the Siberian race tristis, Blackcap at
nd
th
st
Eccleston (22 ), a pair of Stonechat on Croston Moss (25 -31 ) and Willow Tit at
th
th
th
Lower Healey (4 ), Hic Bibi (9 ) and Arley (12 ).
Wintering flocks included an astonishing count of 200 Stock Dove on Croston Moss
th
th
on the 30 . Woodpigeon numbers there were a fairly modest 700 on the 4 . Flocks
rd
th
of Fieldfare included 80 at Eccleston (3 ), 250 on Croston Moss (5 ), 60 at Charnock
th
th
Richard (20 ) and 200 at Brindle (26 ). Flocks of Redwing were generally smaller
th
th
th
and include 100 at Adlington (4 & 19 ), 40 at Eccleston (17 ) and 60 at Charnock
th
th
Richard (26 ). Starling flocks included 250 on Croston Moss (5 ), 100 at Withnell
th
th
th
Fold (11 ), 300 at White Coppice (19 ) and 60 at Charnock Richard (20 ). 40
rd
th
Skylark were on Croston Moss on the 3 and 24 Meadow Pipit were there on the 5 .
th
30 Goldfinch were in a Whittle garden on the 11 . A flock of 200 Linnet was on
Croston Moss throughout the month and around 100 were near Arley nature reserve
th
th
on the 18 . Up to 100 Brambling were at Anglezarke / High Bullough (16 ) and 40
th
were at Duxbury Golf Course on the 29 . Finally, 20 Yellowhammer were near Arley
th
th
nature reserve on the 18 and 22 Corn Bunting were on Croston Moss (25 ).

Corn Bunting
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February
th

A single Whooper Swan was on Croston Moss on the 10 . Pink-footed geese
nd
continued to feed on the mosses but in smaller numbers including 700 (22 ) and 150
th
(24 ). Croston Twin Lakes continued to hold significant numbers of wildfowl, but here
too numbers were decreasing as birds dispersed to their breeding sites. Maximum
th
st
th
count of Gadwall was 20 (14 ), with 3 Wigeon (1 ), 10 Tufted Duck (9 ), 2 Goldeneye
rd
th
st
(23 ), 7 Great Crested Grebe (14 ) and just 30 Coot (21 ). Shelduck continued to
th
nd
move into the area from the coast with 3 at Eccleston (17 ), 3 at Bretherton (22 ) and
th
2 on Croston Moss (27 ). Goosander were again noted at several locations with the
nd
highest count being 19 on Yarrow Reservoir (2 ). A Water Rail was seen or heard at
st
th
Yarrow Valley Park on a few occasions between 21 and 26 .
th

Green Sandpiper was recorded at three sites – Syd Brook, Eccleston (20 ), Croston
nd
th
Twin Lakes (22 ) and a pond at Eccleston (24 ). Other waders started to move back
th
to their breeding territories, including Redshank at 2 sites in the Croston area (10
th
th
nd
and 14 ), Curlew at Eccleston (19 ) and Croston (22 ) and Oystercatcher at several
nd
th
sites including 15 on the Douglas (22 ) and in the east 2 on Yarrow Reservoir(16 ).
Pre-nuptial Lapwing flocks were noted at 5 or 6 sites with the largest being 260 at
th
Withnell Fold (18 ).

Snipe
th

A flock of over 50 Snipe was seen flying over Croston Twin Lakes (15 ). 3 Red
nd
Grouse were noted on Anglezarke Moor (2 ), Grey Partridge on Mawdesley Moss
th
th
(19 ) and 2 Red-legged partridge on Croston Finney (6 ).
th

Best raptor was a Marsh Harrier over Croston Moss (27 ). A Merlin was again on
nd
Croston Moss (22 ) and in addition to the town centre birds, Peregrines were also
noted on Croston Moss on a couple of occasions. Buzzards were seen at about a
th
th
dozen sites with multiple sightings of 4 at Eccleston (7 ) and 4 at Withnell Fold (18 ).
Both Kestrel and Sparrowhawk were also recorded at several sites during the month.
A Barn Owl was observed on a couple of occasions on Mawdesley Moss, a Little Owl
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th

was noted at Heskin (28 ), and Tawny Owls were seen or heard at several sites on
several occasions in the Eccleston / Heskin area.
Rarity of the month was probably the single Waxwing which spent a few days on a
th
th
Rowan bush in Collingwood Road (4 – 7 ), although there was also a report of a
th
small flock in Runshaw Lane on the 4 . Other noteworthy birds included an adult
st
th
Mediterranean Gull in the Lower Rivington gull roost (21 ), Ravens in Chorley (14 )
th
rd
and at Anglezarke (16 ), Chiffchaff (possibly tristis) at Croston Sewage Works (23 )
th
th
th
and Blackcaps in Chorley (14 ) and at Eccleston – male (17 ) and female (26 ). A
th
pair of Stonechat was again noted on Croston Moss (4 ) and a single bird was in
nd
nd
Eyes Lane, Bretherton (22 ). Willow Tits were recorded at Great Knowley (2 ),
th
th
Croston Moss (4 ) and Hic Bibi (25 ). A pair of Dipper was back on territory in
rd
Yarrow Valley park by the 23 . Kingfishers were noted on several occasions in the
Croston and Eccleston areas.
st

The gull roost at Lower Rivington contained approximately 4000 birds (21 ), the
majority being Black-headed, and with just 50 Common Gull. 700 Black-headed Gulls
th
were on a field at Eccleston (7 ), accompanied by 50 Herring Gull, and 40 Lesser
Black-backed Gulls. The Stock Dove flock on Croston Moss again attained an
th
impressive 150 birds on the 4 . Flocks of Collared Dove included 20 on Croston
th
th
Moss (6 ) and 40 at Eccleston (7 ). Plenty of Fieldfare were noted including 100 at
nd
th
th
Brindle (2 ), 200 over Belmont (8 ), 80 at Eccleston (11 ), 100 on Croston Finney
th
nd
(14 ) and 50 on Bretherton Eyes (22 ). Redwing in contrast were limited to 16 at
th
st
Eccleston (10 ) and 30 at the site (21 ). Starling flocks were smaller than in January,
st
nd
the largest being ones of around 100 birds on Croston Moss (1 ) and at Brindle (2 ).
The linnet flock on Croston Finney had, however, increased in size to around 400
th
birds on the 6 . There were also flocks of 100 Skylark and 50 Meadow Pipit at the
same location on the same day. Up to 50 Siskin visited a garden at Clayton, and not
only got a free lunch, but around half were given a piece of jewellery!

Siskin complete with free jewellery
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March
Pink-footed Geese continued to feed on the mosses with as many as 1500 there on
th
the 11 , but no record was received after that. 2 Whooper Swans flew along the
th
th
Douglas (11 ) and a flock of 30 was seen over Roddlesworth on the 26 . Tragedy at
Lower Healey where the male Mute Swan was savaged to death by a dog. The
female, however, continued to incubate the eggs with the probability of a positive
th
outcome. A single male Pochard was at the north end of Anglezarke Reservoir (8
th
and 9 ) and was the only local record for the winter period. Shelduck continued to
th
th
return to the area with 10 along the Douglas (11 ), 7 on Croston Moss (16 ) and 4 on
th
Bretherton Eyes (16 ). 15 Teal were also on the Douglas and 34 were at Withnell
th
Fold Flash (4 ). At Croston Twin Lakes, numbers continued to fall, although 12
st
Gadwall were present until at least the 21 , along with 4 Tufted Duck. 40 Coot were
nd
st
counted on the 2 , and a count of 10 Great Crested Grebe was made on the 31 . 4
rd
Gadwall were also noted on Lower Rivington Reservoir on the 23 . A Mallard with 7
th
chicks was at Ulnes Walton on the 30 .
nd

Green Sandpiper was again recorded at Croston Twin Lakes (2 ), along the Yarrow
th
th
th
at Eccleston (13 ) and at a pond near Eccleston (18 & 19 ). Oystercatcher
st
th
sightings included 12 on the Douglas (1 ) and 11 at Ulnes Walton (5 ). Birds also
continued to move further east with birds at Euxton, Withnell Fold and Lower
th
Rivington. The first Little Ringed Plover was back at Charnock Richard (29 ). Preth
th
breeding Curlew flocks included 27 at Belmont (10 ), 40 at Euxton (25 ) and 28 at
th
Eccleston (29 ). Flocks of Lapwing began to diminish as they dispersed to breed but
st
100 were spread around Croston Moss (1 ) and over 40 were on the fields between
st
th
Withnell Fold and Brindle (21 ). A Jack Snipe was at Eccleston (28 ) and Common
Snipe were noted at Eccleston, Croston Moss, Heskin and Lower Burgh Meadow.
Woodcock were seen at Astley Park, Croston Moss and Heskin. 3 Red Grouse were
th
th
on Withnell Moors on the 9 and 4 Grey Partridge were on Croston Moss (11 ).

Prize for raptor of the
month was disputed by
a male Hen Harrier over
th
Bretherton Eyes (15 )
and an Osprey over
Arley nature reserve on
th
the 24 .

Osprey seen at Arley
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A Merlin was seen on several dates on Croston Moss and on Bretherton Eyes on the
nd
22 . A pair of Ravens constructed a nest on Morrison’s chimney in the first week of
the month, but this had been commandeered by the pair of Peregrines by mid-month.
Many records of Buzzard, Kestrel and Sparrowhawk were received from across the
area throughout the month. Records of Barn Owl came from Mawdesley Moss and
rd
th
Great Knowley. Little Owl were at Heskin (3 ), Eccleston (16 ) and Croston Moss
rd
(23 ). Records of Tawny Owl came from sites right across the area.
nd

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker was heard and then seen at Yarrow Valley Park (2 )
and was then heard calling on a few other occasions during the month. A first winter
th
th
Little Gull entertained observers at Croston Twin Lakes between 16 and 30 . 6
nd
Crossbill dropped into a Larch at White Coppice on the 22 . A Willow Tit was at
rd
Arley nature reserve on the 23 . Kingfisher sightings came from 6 different sites
around the area.
th

Pre-breeding flocks of Black-headed Gull included 3000 at Hoghton (14 ) and 2000 at
st
th
Withnell Fold (21 ). Flocks of Fieldfare remained with 50+ on Croston Moss (8 and
Th
th
th
16 ), 100 at Eccleston (16 ) and 30 at Bretherton (25 ). As usual flocks of Redwing
th
th
were smaller, including 20 at Anglezarke (12 ), 30 at Eccleston (16 ) and 10 in Lead
nd
Mines Clough (22 ). Up to 50 Siskin were still visiting a Clayton garden and a similar
nd
number of Pied Wagtail were at Croston sewage works on the 2 . The rookery
th
census on the 30 recorded 306 nests, which was a welcome increase for the
second consecutive year.
As the month progressed, summer migrants began to arrive. The first Chiffchaff was
th
at Croston sewage works (8 ), but the first singer was a day later along the Douglas
between Mawdesley and Rufford. By mid-month birds were singing virtually
th
everywhere. The first Wheatear was on Withnell Moor (13 ), followed by 2 at Arley
th
th
(24 ) and singles on Anglezarke Moor and Croston Moss (26 ). The first Sand Martin
rd
was at Croston Twin Lakes (23 ), followed by 3 each at Arley and the E-shaped
th
st
Pond, Bretherton (24 ). Singing Blackcaps at Croston and Euxton on the 31 may
well have been newcomers.
Many thanks to the following for submitting records:I.Ball, D.Beattie, D.Beevers, B.Derbyshire, J.Catt, J.Cobham, D.Downing, T.Dunn,
J.Edwards, M.Greenhalgh, R.Hoyle, C&T.Johnson, P.Kirk, P.Krischkiw, L.Harrison,
A.Leach, G.Lilley, S.Martin, D.North, G.Parsons, L.Poxon, C.Rae, J.Riley, L.Rose,
P.Ross, P.Rowlands, N.Southworth, R.Spencer, C.Thistlethwaite, N.&T.West,
P.West, P.Whittaker, I. Whittle, K.Woan.
Please continue to send your records to the forum or the editor.
Neil Southworth
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ORCHIDS – RARE AND OTHERWISE
We have in the United Kingdom only some 5 species in the genus Orchis – the
rd
Orchids proper – plus some possible intraspecific hybrids according to the 3 edition
of Stace’s New Flora of the British Isles published in 2010. However, in the family
Orchidaceae in the UK we have a further 21 genera, totalling some 56 species
together with yet more intraspecific hybrids. The taxonomy of all the Orchidaceae
both in the UK and worldwide is made very difficult because of the ease with which
various species interbreed.
Some of our native orchids are exceedingly rare. It is over 40 years since, as a
working botanist, I was shown, under pain of eternal damnation if I revealed the
location, the solitary known colony of the Lady’s Slipper Orchid (Cypripedium
calceolus). To the best of my knowledge it has not spread far afield from that spot
even now after decades of careful conservation.
Almost as rare is the Monkey Orchid (Orchis
militaris), otherwise known as the Soldier
Orchid, Soldier’s Cullions or the Man Orchid.
Michael Fay, Head of the Genetics Section at
RBG Kew, in an article in the April 2013 issue
of Curtis’s Botanical Magazine, writes of the
history of this species which at various times
has been described as extinct in the British
Isles. This Orchid has never been common –
William Withering (1801) in his Systematic
Arrangement of British Plants wrote “Meadows
and pastures on chalky soil. Cowsham Hills by
the Thames sides not far from Reading,
Berkshire and near the old chalk-pit by the
paper-mill at Harefield”. Since then various
authorities have described the Military Orchid
as extinct in the British Isles. At one time it
could be found at several sites scattered along
the mid and lower Thames valley but it was
Monkey Orchid
only in 1947 that J.E. Lousely rediscovered a
small colony in the Chilterns and in 1954 a
second colony was found, quite a long way away, in Suffolk. Fay has studied the two
populations carefully and is of the opinion that they represent two separate groups.
The Chiltern colony represent the survival of the original native population and is
slightly smaller than the plants in the Suffolk colony which he thinks may well be an
introduction from the European population found as far north as Sweden and Russia.
Other exceedingly rare orchids include Epipactis sancta, the Lindisfarne Helleborine,
confined to dune-slacks on Holy Island, Spiranthes aestivalis, Summer Lady’s-tresses
which apparently became extinct in Hampshire in 1959, Dactylorhiza ebudensis, the
Hebridean Marsh-orchid now confined to one small area of dune-slacks on North Uist
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and neighbouring Berneray and Serapis parviflora, the Lesser Tongued-orchid now
only to be found in one cliff-top colony in eastern Cornwall.
Fortunately not all orchids are rare and threatened with extinction and some are
surprisingly common. The New Atlas of the British and Irish Flora published in 2002
records the presence or absence of every species for every 10 kilometre square in the
British Isles. As these squares do not coincide exactly with the boundaries of Chorley
the recording is not precise and a recorded species within a 10 kilometre square does
not necessarily indicate the species is present in Chorley but may only be very close
to our boundary. The following list shows orchids which have been recorded in the
past close to or within our boundaries:Epipactis palustris Marsh Helleborine – to the
west of Chorley in gravel pits, marshy areas
and damp pastures.
Epipactis
helleborine
Broad-leaved
Helleborine.
Open woodland, scrub,
hedgerows and roadsides
Neottia ovata (formerly Listera ovate) Common
Twayblade.
Open
woodland,
scrub,
hedgerows, grassy fields.
Marsh Heleborine
Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal Orchid. Short grazed grassland, road verges,
churchyards where soil is more alkaline.
Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common Spotted Orchid. Neutral soils in damp deciduous
woodland, scrub, roadsides, meadows and marshes – relatively common on disturbed
land such as waste areas, abandoned gravel pits, quarries and railway banks
Dactylorhiza incarnate Early Marsh-orchid. Bogs, damp heaths. Often divided into
several varieties or subspecies.
Dactylorhiza purpurella Northern Marsh-orchid. Marshes, wet meadows, ditches.
Often divided into several varieties.
Dactylorhiza praetermissa Southern Marsh-orchid. The two species of marsh orchid
overlap in Lancashire and both occupy slightly acid damp places – marshes, bogs,
gravel pits and damp meadows.
Orchis mascula Early-purple Orchid. In decline but formerly widespread on neutral
soils in woodland, coppice, hedgerows, roadsides and railway embankments, usually
in shade.
Ophrys apifera Bee Orchid. Disturbed sites such as quarries, gravel pits, industrial
waste ground, scrub and established grassland. Prefers a more alkaline well-drained
soil.
Orchids produce large quantities of exceedingly fine seed, easily blown in the wind.
So it is always a possibility that other species may suddenly appear within our area.
The above list only represents about 17% of the total orchid flora of the British Isles so
the opportunity is there for exciting discoveries.
Robert Yates
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HARLEQUIN LADYBIRDS
Following on from seeing three ladybirds - basking in the sunshine on a wall by the
th
A49 in Euxton on 30 March 2014 whilst on the Annual Rookery Census - which I was
pretty sure were alien Harlequin Ladybirds, I decided to look up some information
about this invasive species and its identification.
The Harlequin Ladybird, ( scientific name: Harmonia axyridis and with other Common
names such as Asian Lady beetle, Halloween Lady Beetle, etc.) is a large Coccinellid
beetle. Its colour ranges from yellow-orange to black, and the number of spots
between none and 22. It is native to eastern Asia, but was artificially introduced to
North America in 1988 and also to Europe to control aphids and scale insects. It is
now common and spreading in those regions, and has also established in South
Africa and widely across South America. It arrived in Britain in summer 2004 in the
South East of England and has since been spreading northwards.
There are 46 species of ladybird (Coccinellidae) resident in Britain and the recent
arrival of the Harlequin Ladybird has the potential to jeopardise many of these native
species. Ladybirds can be difficult to identify because of their variations in colour,
spot size and spot count but generally the Harlequin Ladybird species is larger and
more round and domed. Very good identification guides have been published on the
websites of the Harlequin Ladybird Survey that has been organised to monitor its
spread across Britain and assess its impact on native ladybirds. For further
information on this survey and identification charts see:www.ladybird-survey.org and www.harlequin-survey.org.
Joyce Riley

Harlequin Ladybird
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RIVINGTON ARBORETUM
In a previous issue of this newsletter (136) I wrote about the Pinetum in Rivington,
which I hope some of you have visited.
The original Arboretum is next to the Great House Barn at Rivington and is also
fascinating. It was established in 1984 by the International Tree Foundation (formerly
Men of the Trees) and NW Water. The Arboretum contains some 430 specimen trees
and covers six acres; the trees being planted over a 10 year period.
It is now 30 years since the first trees were planted and these are particularly
interesting; although it is certainly not the case that all have survived well. There are
a mixture of deciduous and conifer species.
Some trees were planted as memorials and these are recorded in a beautiful
Memorial Book kept at Great House Barn. The leaflet for the Arboretum is also
available from the Information Centre, but if you would like a leaflet or to view the
book please ring 01204 691549 to check the Centre is open, which should be
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday.
An Arboretum provides year-long fascination, from the still green conifers in winter,
the early flowering cherries in spring, the developing leaf colour of the deciduous
species followed by the autumn fruits attracting many species of birds, even waxwings
on one memorable day.
A Tibetan cherry (Prunus Serrula Tibetica no. 43) which is close to the Arboretum
path has magnificent glossy reddish bark. Another lovely tree on the edge of the
plantings is a Wellingtonia (Sequoiadendron Giganteum no. 72) and is now 30 years
old. Gems are hidden away in the centre of the collection, for example a vigorous
Magnolia (Magnolia Soulangiana no. 76) which was covered with buds when I visited
in late March. Another which I had never noticed before is a Snowdrop Tree (Halesia
Monticola no. 82) which was a mass of last season’s seeds and holds the promise of
a mass of blooms in late May. The Snowdrop Tree is native to the mountains of south
th
eastern USA. It was named for the reverend Stephen Hales a 17 Century clergyman
and botanist. A particularly well grown Antarctic Beech (Nothofagus Antarctica no.
34) dominates the centre of the plantings and a Japanese Cedar (Cryptomeria
Japonica “Elegans” no 24) has an interesting and characteristic sprawling habit.
In the early days of the Arboretum some of the trees were stolen or illegally cut down
for Xmas trees. However a striking Serbian Spruce (Picea Omorika no. 13) which
was a victim of the latter has regrown and recovered very well.
I suggest you acquire a leaflet and share my enthusiasm for discovery of such a
variety of interesting trees, and visit a few times during the seasons to fully appreciate
this local resource.
NOTE. United Utilities have assessed the state of the Pinetum (see issue 136) and
some work has already been done to improve the drainage of the site. At the time of
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writing work is due to replace dead trees with more Wellingtonias, a species that is
growing so well on the site. However, it is a pity that the spirit of a Pinetum collection
will not be carried on with more unusual plantings, as before, but still a wonderful
resource.
Chris Johnson

Examples of Sequoiadendron Giganteum
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